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INTRODUCTION. 


I  have  endeavored  to  make  this  a  real  histor}'  in  harmony  with  the  best  his- 
torical scholarship  of  the  present  and  original  documentary  records  of  the  past. 

Regarding  some  traditions  connected  with  Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth's  day, 
distorted  as  the  tales  are  by  time,  prepossession,  or  prejudice,  it  is  better  not  to 
know  so  much  than  to  know  so  many  things  that  are  not  true ;  so  I  have  cut  loose 
from  erroneous  traditions  accepted  in  my  childhood. 

In  biographical  and  genealogical  research,  we  are  continually  running  against 
stumbling-blocks  in  attempting  to  assort  and  harmonize  some  duplicated  Ephraims, 
Elijahs,  and  Israels ;  hence,  in  order  to  make  a  complete  and  accurate  roster,  the 
compiler  of  the  '-Origin  and  Genealogy  of  the  Hildreth  Family  of  Lowell,  Mass.," 
has  taken  names  and  dates  from  the  original  town  or  other  official  records,  partic- 
ular regard  being  had  for  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  Where  any  dates  are 
given  by  the  compiler  they  have  been  accurately  expressed,  and  should  be  valuable 
•  to  those  who  claim  lineage  from  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth.  In  no  case  has  reliance 
been  placed  upon  extracts  made  by  others. 

The  compiler  has  read  the  original  warrants  for  every  town  meeting  on  record 
in  the  town  books  of  Dracut  from  1710  to  1359.  He  has  also  looked  up  the  action 
of  the  town  in  regard  to  any  matter  with  which  the  Dracut  Hildreths  were  con- 
nected. The  same  minuteness  and  scrutiny  has  been  observed  with  the  other 
records  of  the  town  within  the  dates  named. 

In  early  times  the  town  meeting  took  cognizance  of  many  things  that  are  now 
left  to  the  management  of  individuals.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  compiler  to 
preserve  everything  of  importance  in  case  the  town  records  should  be  lost.  The 
deed  recorded  on  page  259,  Vol.  I.,  Nov.  17,  1752,  was  discovered  by  the  compiler 
by  the  laborious  and  systematic  examination  described,  and  the  deed  is  certainly 
a  most  important  link  in  the  chain  of  genealogy. 

Nothing  short  of  omniscience  could  keep  such  a  work  as  these  sketches 
have  entailed,  free  from  mistakes,  but  the  compiler  submits  the  results  to  those 
who  care  to  learn  what  he  can  tell  regarding  past  generations  of  our  family. 

PHILIP    READE, 
Captain  3rd  Regiment  of  Infantry, 

United  States  Army. 
417  Lakeview  Avenue, 

Lowell,  Mass.,  May  1,  1S92. 
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In  the  Hildreth  lot,  Dracut  grave-yard, 
now  a  part  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  stands  a  moss- 
covered  tombstone  of  slate,  lettered  as  fol- 
lows: "Here  lies  the  body  of  Major  Eph- 
raim Hildreth,  who  died  Sept.  26,  1740,  in  the 


60  year  of  his  age."  A  little  distance  off  is 
the  marble  monument  of  Fisher  Ames  Hil- 
dretb,  who  died  July  9,  1S73.  He  was  the 
last  male  of  the  name  in  direct  descent  from 
the  Major,  his  great-great-grandfather. 

Miss  Hildreth  Nesmith,  Mr.  Fisher  Hildreth 
Pearson  and  Master  Fisher  Hildreth  Nes- 
mith, of  Lowell,  retain  the  family  name  of 
Hildreth  by  right  of  descent. 

The  following  named,  past  or  present 
Lowell  residents,  were  grand-children,  thrice 
removed,  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  : 

1.  Rowena  Hildreth  Reade,  widow  of 
Henry  Reade.    He  died  Aug.  2, 1878. 

2.  Dolly  Maria  Hildreth  Parker,  widow 
of  Col.  J.  M.  G.  Parker.  He  died  June  10, 
1S8S. 

3.  Sarah  Hildreth  Butler,  wife  of  Gen.  B. 
F.  Butler;  she  died  April  18,  1876. 

4.  Fisher  Ames  Hildreth,  died  July  9, 
1873. 

5.  Susan  Hildreth  Webster,  wife  of  Hon. 
Wm.  P.  Webster;  she  died  Aug.  12,  1S74. 

6.  Harriet  Hildreth  Heard,  wife  of 
Franklin  F.  Heard;  she  died  May  1, 1866. 

7.  Laura  Wright  Hildreth  Pearson,  wife 
of  Geo.  H.  Pearson:  she  died  Jan.  5. 1891. 

An  infant,  John  R.  C.  Hildreth.  son  of 
Dr.  Israel  and  Dolly,  died  April  4,- 1826. 

The  ancestors  and  the  descendants  of  the 
foregoing  were, and  are  numbered  among  the 
most  excellent  citizens  of  Lowell,  and  resi- 
dents of  Dracut  before  Lowell  existed  as  a 
city  or  town.  As  Dracut  was  not  incor- 
porated until  1701,  which  was  forty-six 
years  after  the  parent  town  of  Chelmsford 
was  incorporated,  the  earlier  records  of  the 
Hildreth  family  have  to  be  sought  for  in  the 
place  last  named. 

The  Hildreths  of  Dracut  and  Lowell  came 
from  Chelmsford.  As  late  asl825,  the  grave- 
stone of  Richard  Hildreth,  "Sargeant  of 
Militia,"  was  decipherable  in  the  Chelms- 
ford graveyard,  about  four  miles  from  Low- 
ell. Richard  Hildreth,  the  historian,  who 
died  July  11,1866,  and  was  sixth  in  descent 
from  Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth,  stated  in 
Boston  Genealogical  Register,Vol.  XL,  Jan., 
1857,  that  his  father  pointed  out  to  him  the 
sergeant's  tombstoue  in  1825,  and  had  copied 
the  record  in  the  family  Bible.  The  stone  is 
no  longer  in  existence. 

Sergeant  Bichard  Hildreth  was  born  1605, 
died  in  Chelmsford  in  168S. 


The  town  of  Weslford,  like  Dracut  and 
Lowell,  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  Chelms- 
ford grant.  Westford  was  incorporated  as  a 
distinct  town  in  1729. 

Hodgman's  history  of  Westford  states  that 
Sergeant  Bichard  Hildreth's  first  wife  was 
named  Sarah;  she  died  in  1644.  James  Hil- 
dreth, according  to  Hodgman,  was  born  of 
this  marriage.  Sergeant  Hildreth's  second 
wife  was  named  Elizabeth.  The  issue  of  this 
marriage  was  probably  Ephraim,  he  whose 
remaius  were  buried  in  the  Dracut  graveyard, 
and  it  is  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  and 
his  descendants  that  this  sketch  has  more 
particularly  to  deal. 

In  the  "History  of  Chelmsford,"  by  Rev. 
Wilkes  Allen,  published  1820,  mention  is 
made,  under  date  of  1663,  of  the  laying  out 
of  the  road  to  Groton  by  running  through 
Richard  Hildreth's  yard  to  the  west  end  of 
Heart  pond.  In  the  same  book  it  is  stated 
that  the  first  school  house  was  built  in  1718. 
Wm.  Fletcher  gave  the  laud  to  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth and  two  others  as  a  site  for  a  school 
house  on  Nov.  28, 1718.  It  is  probable  that 
there  were  two  contemporaneous  Ephraim 
Ilildretbson  that  date,  one  in  Chelmsford 
and  one  in  Dracut. 

FIRST  GENERATION— 1605-16S8. 

The  Hildreths  were  amoug  the  earliest  set- 
tlers who  migrated  from  England  to  North 
America.  Allen's  "History  of  Chelmsford," 
published  in  1820,  quotes  in  full  a  petition, 
dated  May  10, 1653,  by  Richard  Hildreth  and 
28  others  to  Hon.  John  Endicott  and  other 
honorable  magistrates  at  Boston  for  certain 
grants  of  land  for  Chelmsford  "on  the  river 
Merrimack  at  a  necke  of  land  next  to  Con- 
cord river,  near  to  Pawtucket,"  it  being  "a 
very  comfortable  place  to  accommodate  a 
company  of  God's  people  upon;  that  may 
with  God's  blessing  and  assist:  nee  live  com- 
fortably upon  and  do  good  in  that  place  for 
church  and  commonwealth." 

In  the  old  colonial  records  is  noted  the  ad- 
mission, May  10, 1643,  of  Richard  Hildreth 
as  a  freeman  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts 
Bay.  He  settled  first  at  Woburn,  then  called 
Charlestown  Village,  and  his  name  appears  as 
one  of  the  petitioners  of  that  place  and  of 
Concord  for  a  township. 

Chelmsforu  town  records  show  that  the 
sergeant  received,  prior  to  March  3,  1663> 
from  the  Great  and  General  Court  of   Massa- 


thusetts  grants  of  eight  separate  lots  of  land 
amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  oue  bund  red 
and  five  acres,  quite  a  fairallotment  according 
to  the  frugal  usages  of  those  times.  Iu  the 
records  of  the  year  1604,  the  favor  of  the 
court  granted  him  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  additional,  he  being  "greatly  disadvant- 
aged, partly  by  ye  hand  of  God  of  the  use 
of  his  right  hand  whereby  wholly  disabled  to 
labor."  This  grant  is  recorded  iu  the  public 
records  of  the  "General  Court  (Legislature) 
of  the  colony  of  Mass.  Bay  iu  New  England." 
Vol.  4,  psrt  2nd,  paae  100,  confirmed  12 
October,  1669.  This  additional  grant  seems 
to  justify  the  belief  that  some  extraordinary 
reason  existed  for  the  favor,  such,  perhaps, 
as  land  grants  or  pensions  to  soldiers  dis- 
abled in  our  military  service.  Regarding 
these  New  England  colonists,  it  is  certain 
that  persecution  made  them  bigots;  piety 
made  them  moral ;  poverty  made  them 
frugal;  incessant  toil  made  them  hardy  and 
robust;  dreary  solitudes  made  them  gloomy 
aud  superstitious;  their  numerous  clergy  and 
well  educated  leaders  made  them  venerate 
literature  and  the  scieuces. 

If  Sergeant  Richard  Hildretb,  the  contem- 
porary of  K'ng  Charles  I.,  of  Oliver  Cromwell 
(died  165S),  of  Charles  II.,  ever  was  a  fitrht, 
ing  military  man,  he  ceased  to  be  such  after 
the  loss  of  the  use  of  his  right  hand  and  bor- 
no  active  part  iu  the  expedition  against  the 
Narragansett  Indians,  1675-6,  nor  is  his  name 
chronicled  as  having  borne  arms  against  the 
Pequod  Indians,  "King  Philip's  War," 
which  terminated  at  Mount  Hope,  Aug.  12, 
1676. 

Concerning  James  Hildretb,  whose  name 
occurs  in  the  Chelmsford  records  as  a  free- 
man of  the  colony  in  1665,  one  authority 
states  that  he  was  a  brother  of  Sergeant 
Richard,  but  the  author  of  the  "History  of 
the  United  Slates"  and  "The  American  Hil- 
dreths,"  took  him  to  be  a  son  of  Richard  by 
bis  first  wife,  Sarab,  hence  half  brother  to 
Ephraim,  whose  name  appears  in  the  Chelms- 
ford records,  but  the  last  thirty  years  of 
whose  life  were  spent  iu  that  portion  of  an- 
cient Chelmsford  now  called  Dracut. 

Other  children  of  the  sergeant  by  his  first 
wife  were:  Joseph,  born  April  16, 165S; 
Persls,  Feb.  8, 1659;  Thomas,  Feb.  1,  1661; 
Isaac,  July,  1663.  Another  Richard,  the  son 
of  James,  died  Feb.  22,  1692. 


The  eldest  son  of  Sergeant  Richard  Hil- 
dretb, Joseph,  married  Abigail  Wilson  of 
Woburn,  Dec.  12, 16S3;  be  died  Jan.  28, 1706, 
having,  among  other  children,  a  sou  also 
named  Joseph,  born  Nov.  30,  1695;  died  at 
Westford  iu  the  winter  of  1780.  aged  85. 

This  secoud  Joseph  bad  a  son,  Timothy, 
born  Dee.  31, 1756,  who  had  a  brief  career  as 
a  soldier-teamster.  His  military  service  be- 
gan at  Dorchester  Heights,  before  the  evacu- 
ation of  Boston  by  the  Kiug's  troops.  It  ap- 
pears that  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
Timothy  was  ordered  to  drive  a  team  of  oxen 
hauling  fascines  for  the  American  breast- 
works at  Nook's  Hill  on  the  peninsula  com- 
manding Boston  neck  aud  the  south  part  of 
the  town.  In  after  years,  when  Timothy 
had  returned  to  agricultural  pursuits  at 
Chelmsford,  he  waxed  indignant  over  the 
way  that  the  British  officers  amused  them- 
selves by  private  theatricals  in  Faneuil  hall 
and  transforming  the  Old  South  church  into  a 
riding  school ;  but  he  was  even  more  wrath- 
ful at  being  compelled,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  by  sentinel  soldiers  marching  on 
each  side  of  him,  to  labor  as  a  teamster  over 
heavy  roads  at  night  hauling  the  fascines  and 
not  permitted  to  speak  or  encourage  the  oxen 
when  the  wheels  stuck  deep  in  the  mud.  The 
tin  lantern  that  he  carried  at  Dorchester 
Heights,  he  said,  was  often  wet  by  his  tears 
of  vexation. 

Timothy  married  bis  cousin,  Hannah  Hil- 
dretb, daughter  of  Zuchariah  Hildretb  of 
Westford.  This  intermarriage  gave  a 
double  descent  to  some  of  the  name,  and  the 
recurrence,  iu  the  same  generation,  of 
Christian  names  given  by  different  families 
of  prolific  Hildreths,  makes  the  tracing  of 
genealogy  difficult  three  or  four  generations 
later. 

In  the  "History  of  the  Reed  Family  in 
Europe  and  America,"  the  author,  Jacob 
Whittemore  Reed,  shows  that  Esdras  Reade, 
whose  gravestone  is  now  in  Copps  Hill 
burying  yard,  Boston,  16S0,  lived  in  Chelms- 
ford from  1655  to  1661.  He  was  thus  a 
townsman  of  Sergeant  Richard  Hildretb  for 
about  six  years.  The  fact  is  interesting  to 
Harry  and  Philip,  the  sons  of  Henry  Reade 
of  Lowell,  deceased,  because  Esdras  was  the 
grandfather,  five  times  removed,  of  Henry 
Reade,  just  as  Richard  was  the  grandfather, 
five  times  removed,  of  Roweua  Hildreth. 
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Henry  Reade  and  Rowena  Hildreth  were 
married  in  Dracut  May  2, 1S33. 

It  is  believed  that  Richard  and  James  Hil- 
dreth  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  were  the  ances- 
tors from  whom  all  the  Hlldreths  of  Ameri- 
ca bave  descended.  James  married  Mar- 
garet Ward,  June  1,  1659.  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Richard,  died  at  Maiden,  Aug.  3, 
1693,  aged  6S;  she  bad  two  daughters,  Eliza- 
beth, born  Sept.  21, 1616;  and  Sarah,  born 
Aug.  8,  1648.  The  Chelmsford  records  des- 
ignate as  other  cbihlreu  of  Sergeant  Richard, 
born  in  that  town  :  Joseph,  born  April  16, 
1658:  Persis,  born  Feb.  8,  1659-60:  Thomas, 
born  Feb.  1,  1661-62;  Isaac,  born  July, 
1663;  beside  Abigail,  who  married  Moses 
Parker  of  Chelmsford. 

There  still  remain  at  Westford  some  re- 
spectable representatives  of  the  name,  cling- 
ing to  the  vicinity  where  the  family  first 
took  root  iu  New  England.  Six  of  the  name 
bad  in  1S34  been  graduated  at  Harvard  col- 
lege. 

The  records  of  the  Middlesex  probate  office 
include  the  will  of  Sergeant  Richard  Hiklreth 
of  Chelmsford.  It  is  found  on  page  39,  Book 
10;  witnesses,  Thomas  Hincbman,  Tbos. 
Clark  and  Jno.  Butteriek.  Will  executed 
Feb.  9,  16S6;  probated  same  year;  recorded 
No.  S004.  He  mentions  bis  wife  Elizabeth 
as  still  alive;  leaves  tokens  to  his  children, 
and  says  that  ''upon  good  consideration  and 
causes,  especially  for  that  he  is  my  natural 
and  well  loved  son,  Ephraim  Hiklreth  of  the 
town  of  Stowe  is  given  several  parcels  of 
land  lying  within  limits  of  town  of  Chelms- 
ford, including  house  and  lot  on  which  I  now 
dwell,  "7  acres  north  of  the  great  pond,"  18 
acres  south  by  great  pond,  "17  acres  bounded 
north  by  great  pond  east  by  Gersham  Proc- 
tor's," etc.  The  will  was  acknowledged  be- 
fore Jonathan  Tyug;  he  to  whom  Major 
Ephraim  Hiklreth  on  May  15,  1712,  and  sub- 
sequently, made  reports  from  Dracut  and 
which  are  now  found  spread  upon  the  Dra- 
cut town  records. 

In  Book  15,  page  27,  Middlesex  south  dis- 
trict, registry  of  deeds,  A.  D.  1709.  June  11, 
is  recorded  a  conveyance  by  Benj.  (and  Pal- 
grave,  his  wife,)  Walker  ot  Boston,  mer- 
chant; and  Ephraim  Hunt  and  wife  of  Wey- 
mouth, to  Ephraim  Hiklreth,  carpenter,  of 
Chelmsford,  in  consideration  of  400  pounds 
current  silver  money    of   New    England,  of 


land  In  Dracut,  containing  1300  acres 
upon  Merrimack  river  upon  a  ditch 
which  divides  it  from  land  of  Jona- 
than Btleher,  over  to  Beaver  brook,  30 
acres  being  on  west  side  of  Beaver  brook 
joining  upon  Merrimack  river.  This  deed 
shows  Ephraim  to  have  bceu  a  man  of  sub- 
stance. 

Extract  from  Middlesex  probate  office,  A. 
D.  1G95.    Recorded  No.  7971. 

James  Hlldreth-'s  administration,  taken 
out  by  his  son-indaw,  Israel  Proctor,  men- 
tions Ephraim  as  his  second  son.  Said  estate 
of  James  Hiklreth  was  divided  among  his 
children  as  follows: 

To  Richard  Hiklreth,  eldest  son.  £55  in 
lands;  £32  in  movables. 

To  Margaret  Proctor,  eldest  daughter,  £27 
in  lands;  £16  in  movables. 

To  Abigail  Hiklreth,  £27  in  lands;  £16  in 
movables. 

To  Dorothy  Hlldreth,  £27  in  lands;  £16  in 
movables. 

To  Ephraim  Ilildreth,  £27  in  lands;  £16 
in  movables. 

James  Ilildreth  died  April  14, 1695. 

CHILDREN  OF  JOSEPH  HILDRETH. 

The  Middlesex  probate  office,  records  No. 
7985,  sets  to  his  children,  to  Widow  Abigail, 
"now  wife  of  Jonathan  Barit;"  to  Joseph 
Hiklreth,  eldest  son  ;  to  John  Hildreth;  to 
Ephraim  Ilildreth;  to  Hannah,  wife  of 
Benj.  Robins;  to  Abigail  (born  1692),  wife  of 
Thomas  Chamberlain,  and  to  Elizabeth, 
youngest  child. 

Joseph  Hildreth  died  1706. 

Ephraim  Hildreth  of  Westford,  by  his 
will,  m.ide  1733,  probated  iu  1731,  number 
7962,  mentions  the  following  children  :  Jo- 
seph, Ebenezer,  James,  David,  Anna  But- 
terSeld.  Jonathan  and  Jacob. 

The  assumption  that  Major  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth of  Dracut,  born  16S0,  was  the  son  of 
Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth  of  Chelmsford, 
born  1005,  is  manifestly  improbahle,  and  jus- 
tifies the  belief  that  there  was  an  intermedi- 
ate generation,  or  that  the  relationship  of  the 
parties  named  was  not  that  of  parent  and 
son. 

In  the  history  of  Stow,  by  Rev.  George  F. 
Clark,  reprinted  in  the  history  of  Middlesex 
Co.,  Mass.,  compiled  by  D.  Hamilton  Hurd, 
1S90,  it  is  stated  that  about  1668.  one  hundred 


and  fifty  acres  of  land  were  set  apart  by 
Richard  Heldridge  (Hildreth?),  bounded 
northerly  by  Capt.  Daniel  Gookiu's  land, 
southeasterly  by  Acton.  It  is  known  that 
Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth  never  settled  on 
this  farm. 

After  the  alarm  caused  by  the  breaking 
out  of  King  Philip's  war  had  subsided, 
Ephrairn  Hildreth,  ou  Oct.  4, 16S0,  made  an 
agreement  with  John  Haywood  of  Boston 
that  the  latter  should,  after  paying  his  full 
share  of  the  ministerial  charges,  have  a  lot  of 
laud  secured  to  bim  in  the  Stow  plantation. 
From  a  document  dated  1681,  Epbraim  Hil- 
dreth is  learned  to  have  been  the  owner  of 
lot  number  five  in  Stow.  Twelve  lots,  in 
all,  were  drawn  for.  This  lottery  proceeding 
was  in  compliance  with  the  decision  of  the 
Cambridge  committee,  April  30,  1675,  and 
June  1, 1675.  Ephrairn  Hildreth  was  then 
assumed  to  have  come  from  Concord.  The 
general  court  decided,  May  16,  1683,  that 
Stow  should  become  a  town  and  be  allowed 
the  choice  already  made  of  selectman,  con- 
stable, etc.  Iu  1685,  Rev.  Samuel  Parris, 
who  afterwards  took  a  conspicuous  part  iu 
the  Salem  witchcraft  delusion,  was  settled  as 
the  minister  of  Stow. 

Mercy  (Parris)  Richardson  married  Major 
Epbraim  Hildreth.  The  old  records  print 
"Parish"  and  '"Parris"  without  discrimina- 
tion. The  Rev.  Samuel  Parish  left  Stow  iu 
the  winter  of  166S-60.  Iu  1707  and  in  1765 
there  was  matrimonial  connection  between 
the  Hildreth  males  and  the  Ricbardsons. 

In  the  History  of  Middlesex  County  by  Sam- 
uel Adams  Drake,  page  351,  "Vol.  II,  occurs 
the  following:  "Who  was  the  first  settler  iu 
Stow  after  Philip's  War  is  unknown.  In 
16S1,  we  find  a  list  of  the  twelve  allotments 
of  land.  Lot  number  one  was  set  apart  for 
the  minister.  The  other  eleven  lots  were 
probably  taken  up  in  1678  or  1679,  and  were 
assigned  to  Boaz  Brown,  Gershom  Heale, 
John  Buttrick,  Ephrairn  Hildreth,  Thom- 
as Stevens,  Stephen  Hall,  Samuel 
Buttrick,  Joseph  Freemon,  Joseph  Daby, 
Thomas  Gates  and  Syndrack  Hapgood." 

On  March  9, 1767,  the  Rev.  John  Gardner 
wrote  an  account  of  the  town  of  Stow,  Mass., 
published  Vol.  X.  pages  83  4,  Collection  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  society,  1809, 
but  it  contains    nothing   bearing    upon    the 


Ephroim  Hildreth  wbose  ancestry    and  pos- 
terity is  now  the  subject  of  consideration. 

Ephrairn  Hildreth  of  Dracut  and  Mary 
Clark  of  Chelmsford  were  married  Feb.  11, 
1735. 

Josiah  Hildreth  aud  Rebecca  Wright,  both 
of  Dracut,  were  married  Dec.  20, 1740.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah 
Wright. 

Robert  Hildreth  of  Dracut  and  Sarah  Ab- 
bot of  Andover  were  married  Nov.  15. 1752. 

Thomas  Hildreth  and  Hanuah  Colburu, 
3rd,  bott  of  Dracut,  were  married  Dec.  13, 
1746. 

William  Hildreth  and  Tabitha  Colburn, 
both  of  Dracut,  were  married  Nov.  7,  1747. 
She  died  Feb.  9,  1788. 

General  William  Hildreth  of  Dracut  and 
Mary  Shepard  of  Hopkinton,  were  married 
March  29, 1S09. 

Levi  Hildreth  and  Mary  Clemens,  both  of 
Dracut,  were  married  Dec.  13, 1746. 

Mercy  Hildreth  and  Jonathan  Coburn, 
both  of  Dracut,  were  married  Oct.  6, 1753. 

Mercy  Hildreth  and  Ephrairn  Jones,  both 
of  Dracut,  were  married  April  23, 1785. 

Elijah  Hildreth  aud  Hannah  Colburn,  both 
of  Dracut,  were  married  Dec.  27,  1746. 

Elijah  Hildreth  of  Dracut  and  Susanna 
Barker  of  Methuen,  were  married  Feb.  1, 
1755. 

Elijah  Hildreth  and  the  widow  Hanuah 
(Richardson)  Coburn,  both  of  Dracut,  were 
married  June  1, 1765. 

The  Epbraim  Hildreth  of  Westford  who, 
Hodgman  states  in  "History  of  Westford," 
married  Ann  Moore  of  Lancaster,  is  not  be- 
lieved to  h-ive  been  the  Major  Ephrairn  Hil- 
dreth from  whom  the  Hildreths  of  Dracut 
came.  If  the  James  Hildreth  who  died  April 
14,  1695,  was  the  son  of  Sergeant  Richard 
Hildreth  of  Chelmsford  ;  and  if  of  the  several 
Epbraim  Hildretbs  who  appear  to  have  been 
contemporaneous  in  Middlesex  county  over 
200  years  ago, — our  Major  Ephrairn  Hildreth 
of  Dracut  was  the  son  of  James  Hildreth  of 
Chelmsford, — the  relationship  between  Ser- 
geant Richard  aud  Major  Ephrairn  was  that 
of  grandfather  aud  grandson.  Accepting 
this,  the  mother  of  James,  son  of  Richard 
Hildreth,  was  named  Sarah.  She  died  iu 
1644,  being  first  wife  of  the  sergeant;  and  the 
Ephrairn,  born    of    Richard    aud    Elizabeth, 


second  wife  of  the  sergeant,  was  the  West- 
ford  Ephraim  and  not  the  Dracut  Major 
Ephraim. 

James  Hildreth  and  Margaret  Ward  were 
married  June  1,  1659.  The  historian  be- 
lieves that  the  two  last  named  were  the 
parents  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth,  whose 
remains  were  buried  in  the  Dracut  grave- 
yard in  1740. 

If  Major  Ephraim  was  the  son  of  the 
Ephraim  who  owned  property  in  Stow  in 
1681.  he  was  the  grandson  of  Sergeant  Rich- 
ard Hildreth,  all  the  same. 

MAJOR  EPHRAIM    HILDRETH— THIRD     GEN- 
ERATION—1680-1740. 

Ephraim  Hildreth  was  born  in  Chelmsford 
Jan.  9,  1680;  he  died  in  Dracut,  Sept.  26, 
1740. 

Mercy  (Parish")  Richardson  was  born  in 
Chelmsford,  Jan.  9, 16S8;  in  1707  she  and 
Ephraim  Hildreth  were  married.  She  died 
in  Dracut  Dec.  25,  1743.  Her  mother  was 
Mercy  Parish  of  Dunstable,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Blanchard)  Parish  of 
Groton.  Her  father,  Lieutenant  Josiah 
Richardson,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Captain 
Josiab  and  Remembrance  (Underwood) 
Richardson.  Capt.  Josiah  was  the  son  of 
Ezekiel  and  Susannah  Richardson  of  Wo- 
burn.  Robert  Parish  was  an  early  settler  of 
Litchfield,  N.  EL,  then  a  part  of  Dunstable, 
Ma«s. 

The  slate  grave  stone  of  Marcy  (so  it  is 
there  spelled),  wife  of  Major  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth, with  its  quaint  carving,  is  now  beside 
that  of  her  husband  in  the  Hildreth  lot,  Dra- 
cut burial  place.  She  was  the  mother  of 
Elijah  Hildreth,  born  May  23,  1728,  hence 
grandmother  of  "Squire"  Israel  Hildreth, 
born  Oct.  13, 1755;  great-grandmother  of  Dr. 
Israel  Hildreth,  born  Feb.  2S,1791;  and  great, 
great  grandmother  of  Rowena  Hildreth 
Reade,417  Lakeview  avenue,  Lowell,  Mass. 

The  children  of  Major  Ephraim  and  Mercy 
Hildreth  were : 

Ephraim,  jr.,  born  Jan.  18,  1708.  Died  in  Dra 
cut,  Mass.,  Aug.  fi,  1769. 

Josiah,  born  Feb.  14,  1710.  Died  in  Dracut, 
Mass.,  Aug.  7,  1754. 

Robert,  born  May  18,  1713. 

Mercy  or  Mary,  born  Jan.  27,  1715.  Died  in 
Dracut,  Mass.,  Dec.  10,  1729. 

Zachariah,  born  Sept.  26, 171S.  Died  in  Dra- 
cut, Mass.,  Jan.  10,  1745. 


Thomas,  born  Aug.  5,  1721.  Died  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  Md.,  Dec.  4, 1755. 

William,  born  Aug.  30, 1723.  Died  Sept.  5, 
1813. 

Levi,  born  Oct.  13, 1726. 

Elijah,  born  May  23,  1728.  Died  in  Dracut, 
May  14,  1814. 

Mercy,  born  May  27, 1732. 

The  first  two  named  were  born  in  Chelms- 
ford; the  eight  named  last  were  born  in 
Dracut. 

After  King  Philip's  war,  it  was  not  un- 
usual for  towns  to  vote  grants  of  land  for 
faithful  military  services,  but  Major  Eph- 
raim Hildreth  did  not  avail  himself  of  any 
grant  under  this  legal  provision.  Military 
organizations  in  those  days  were  always  li- 
able to  active  and  bloody  work. 

A  large  part  of  Dracut  was  sold  by  the 
Indians  Sept.  6,  1686,  to  Colonel  Jonathan 
Tyng  of  Dunstable  and  Major  Thomas 
Henchman  of  Chelmsford;  the  Indians  re- 
served to  themselves  the  liberty  of  fishing 
and  of  cutting  timber  and  firewood.  Tn  the 
December  following,  Col.  Tyng  and  Maj. 
Henchman  conveyed  the  land  thus  pur- 
chased to  forty-four  persons,  citizens  of 
Chelmsford,  but  reserving  each  of  them  a 
share  to  himself.  It  is  conjectured  that  Ma- 
jor Ephraim  Hildreth  was  sent  when  he  was 
about  thirty  years  old  to  perambulate  the 
Dracut  purchase,  probably  to  determine  its 
bouuds  and  lay  out  the  township.  On  May 
15,  1712,  he  made  report  to  Col.  Jonathan 
Tyng,  Major  John  Lane  and  Lieut.  Jno. 
Stearns  concerning  the  division  and  apportion- 
ment of  reserved  lands  in  Dracut:  additional 
reports  made  by  him  to  these  parties  on  Oct. 
27th,  Nov.  3rd  and  Nov.  26, 1712,  are  also  a 
part  of  the  town  records.  On  Sept.  26,  1728, 
he  was  appointed  to  perambulate  the  line  be- 
tween Dracut  and  Methuen.  and  between 
Dracut  and  Dunstable.  The  towu  records 
of  Dracut  state  that  on  "Sept.  31,"  1736,  he 
allowed  and  compacted  all  the  bargains, 
sales,  etc.,  of  the  Dracut  reserved  iands.  For 
his  services  during  March  of  that  year  in 
perambulating  the  town  line,  he  was  allowed 
£2  14s.  and  8d.  On  Jan.  10,  1737,  he  was 
chosen  surveyor  to  determine  rights  and 
and  limitations  of  original  Dracut  settlers. 

Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  was  a  useful,  cap- 
able, active  and  influential  man.  During  his 
early  life  he  was  a  resident  of  Chelmsford, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that,   until    1701, 


Dracut  was  a  part  of  Chelmsford.  He  was 
identified  with  Dracut  during  his  manhood; 
was  town  clerk  most  of  the  time  from  1713  to 
his  death,  1740,  and  was  succeeded  in  that 
position  by  Ephraim,  jr.,  who,  in  turn,  was 
succeeded  Sept.  4,  1769,  by  William  Hildreth 
and  the  latter  March  3, 17SS,  by  William  Hil- 
dreth. jr.  On  March  3,  18(10,  Lieut.  Israel 
Hildreth  was  chosen  town  clerk.  On  page  1, 
Vol.  1,  Dracut  town  records,  March  6,  1711, 
is  recorded  the  selection  of  Epbraim  Hildreth 
"to  lay  off  all  country  roads  and  all  conven- 
ient ways  which  the  said  town  wants  and 
stands  in  need  of." 

The  Major  was  always  loyal  to  the  parent 
town  of  Chelmsford.  On  Sept.  3,  1734,  he 
was  a  commissioner  from  Dracut  to  neigh- 
boring towns  concerning  a  new  county,  but 
"iu  nowise  to  have  a  new  county  unless 
Cbehusford  be  the  shire  town."  His  partici- 
pation in  religious  matters  is  evideut  by  au 
examination  of  the  records,  which  evidence 
both  his  conscientiousness  and  his  liberality. 
Iu  1712  his  military  grade  was  that  of  ser- 
geant. This  is  shown  by  the  Dracut  records 
of  that  date;  we  find  that  '-Sargent  Hildreth 
was  appointed  by  the  town  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Wiggleworth  about  preaching." 

On  May  19,  1718,  is  found  this  precise  en- 
try, which  evokes  respect  and  provokes  a 
smile,  viz:  "Ephraim  Hildreth  was  voted 
room  for  a  pew  on  the  South  side  of  the 
Meetiug  House,  on  the  inside  of  the  Meet- 
ing house."  This  entry  is  signed  by  Ser- 
geant Ephraim  Hildreth.  town  clerk,  and  the 
privilege  was  accorded  at  a  town  meeting 
formally  called  by  one  of  the  town  consta- 
bles. 

The  civil  positions  to  which  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  had  been  chosen  up  to  the  time 
of  his  attaining  the  rank  of  captain — in  other 
words,  between  1711  and  1722 — included  the 
offices  of  first  selectman,  assessor,  surveyor 
of  highways,  town  treasurer,  granure  man, 
tithingman,  town  clerk  and  trustee  of  the 
town  of  Dracut.  Iu  1716,  a  pound,  22  feet 
square,  was  authorized  by  vote  of  the  town 
to  be  built  near  the  house  of  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth. During  the  year  last  named,  the 
nmjor  was  appointed  to  "revise  the  old  ways 
and  to  lay  out  new  ways,  if  there  be  need;" 
also  to  "go  to  Concord  to  wait  upon  ye 
court  to  try  to  get  off  from  paying  to  Bil- 
lerica  about  ve  great  bridge."      This    bridge 


was  over  the  Concord  river,  on  the  Boston 
road,  erected  in  1699,  supported  at  the  joint 
expense  of  Chelmsford,  Westford,  Dunsta- 
ble, Groton.  Billerica  and  Dracut. 

That  he  succeeded  in  this  financial  mission 
of  diplomacy  seems  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that,  Aug.  27, 1731,  he  was  again  sent  to  the 
same  place  for  the  same  object.  He  was 
paid  £3,  5*.  by  the  town  of  Dracut  in  reim- 
bursement for  expenses  incurred. 

On  Feb.  2,  1719.  Ephraim  Hildreth  was 
chosen  "to  discourse  with  Mr.  Prentice  to  be 
our  minister  to  settle  In  Dracut,"  and  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1720,  to  "send  to  the  minis- 
ters aud  in  order  to  our  ordination."  This 
last  entry  had  reference  to  Rev.  Mr.  Thom- 
as Parker  to  whom,  Dec.  28,  1720,  the  Ser- 
geant carried  the  vote  of  the  town  of  Dracut 
"to  be  our  minister  aud  to  settle  in  Dracutt." 
He  evidently  received  his  promotion  on  this 
date,  as  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Parker,  accept- 
ing the  settlement,  addresses  him  as  "Lieuten- 
ant Ephraim  Hildreth."  On  March  4. 1722, 
be  was  re-elected  selectman,  assessor  and 
town  clerk.  His  second  military  promotion 
must  have  been  at  about  this  date,  for  the 
town  record  then  styles  him  "captain." 

In  those  days,  care  was  exercised  to  give 
no  titles  where  they  were  not  due.  In  a  list 
of  one  hundred  freemen  of  the  period  a 
reader  will  not  find  above  four  or  five  dis- 
tinguished by  the  prefix  of  "Mr.,"  although 
they  were  men  of  some  substance.  Good- 
man and  goodwife  were  the  common  appel- 
lations after  the  formation  of  the  United 
colonies  of  New  Eugland  :  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  Plymouth  and  New  Haven, 
May  19. 1643. 

On  March  7, 1736,  it  is  recorded  that  Major 
Ephraim  Hildreth  was  chosen  surveyor  of 
flax  and  hemp.  The  first  mention  that  is 
made  of  him  under  his  last  military  title, 
that  of  Major,  in  the  town  records  of  Dia- 
cut,  is  made  on  the  date  last  given.  On  Oct. 
25, 1736,  the  town  voted  whether  or  not  to 
give  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Parker  his  firewood. 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative.  Major  Eph- 
raim Hildreth,  the  moderator  of  the  town 
meetiug,  gave,  Nov.  13,  1736,  a  written  or- 
der to  the  town  treasurer  to  pay  Rev.  Mr. 
Thomas  Parker  £65  and  13  shillings  toward 
his  salary,  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  sum 
collected  for  taxes.  This  amount  was  speci- 
fied by  the  major  by  virtue  of  authority  with 
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which  he  had  been  vested  to  "adjudge  sum 
due  the  minister."  The  entry  following  the 
above  in  the  town  records  is  a  copy  of  a 
public  notice  to  effect  that  "Major  Ephraim 
Hildreth  had  taken  up  a  gray  mare  with  a 
half  penny  cutout  under  side  of  her  near  ear." 
On  Dec.  30,  1737,  the  major  was  paid,  by 
vote  of  the  town,  three  pounds  and  five  shil- 
lings, "for  entertaining  selectmen  when  they 
were  on  the  town's  business." 

In  Rockingham,  N.  H.,  Deeds,  li.  68,  it  is 
recorded  that  on  Jan.  18,  1738,  Major  Eph- 
raim Hildreth  of  Dracut,  for  eighty-three 
Dounds  ten  shillings,  conveyed  two  pieces  of 
land  in  Pelham  to  Henry  Richardson  of 
Dracut  and  Ebenezer  Richardson  of  Not- 
tingham. 

On  March  5, 1738,  Ephraim  Hildreth,  jr., 
son  of  the  major,  one  of  the  constables  for 
the  town  of  Dracut,  served  a  call  for  a  pub- 
lic town  meeting  upon  the  free-holders  of 
said  town.  The  business  of  the  meeting  was 
to  appoint  a  moderator  and  special  commit- 
tee to  adjudge  the  salary  that  ought  to  be 
paid  the  minister.  Major  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth was  chosen  in  both  capacities.  Two 
weeks  later  he  reported  that  "considering 
things  as  they  were,  and  as  they  now  are, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Parker  should  be  paid 
£160,  old  tenor."  Although  the  colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  commenced  to  coin  sil- 
ver into  shillings,  sixpences  and  threepences 
in  1652,  large  emissions  of  paper  money  were 
afterwards  made,  and  this  depreciated  cur- 
rency was  used  in  paying  the  Dracut  min- 
ister his  due.  It  Is  creditable  to  all  concerned 
that  this  depreciation  was  taken  into  account 
in  paying  the  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  by  advanc- 
ing his  salary. 

On  Jan.  13,1739,  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth, 
first  selectman  of  the  town,  called  a  meeting 
"to  vote  to  choose  a  man  to  get  the  approba- 
tion by  ye  General  Sessions  of  Peace  for  ye 
County  of  ye  town  vote."  On  the  3rd  of 
Mareh  following  he  was  chosen  an  agent  for 
the  county  of  Middlesex  to  serve  in  that 
capacity,  praying  the  approval  of  a  town  vote 
of  Dracut  regulating  the  fishing  in  the  Merri- 
mack river  near  Pawtucket  Falls. 

This  appears  to  have  been  his  last  active 
public  service  of  any  note.  Boys  were  pretty 
much  the  same  a  century  ago  as  now.  On  page 
163,  Vol.  4,  dated  July  23. 1795,  it  is  recorded 
that  John  Hildreth  (son  of  Capt.  Josiah  and 


grandson  of  Major  Ephraim)  was  "sent  to 
jail  in  default  of  fine  for  fishing."  By  vote 
of  the  town,  Aug.  3,  1795,  the  fine  was  abated 
and  John  admonished  instead. 

On  page  160,  Vol.  1,  Dracut,    Middlesex 
Co.,  Mass.,  records  is  the  following : 
Middlesex  SS. 
To  Timothy  Colburn  one  of  ye  constables  of  ye 

town  of  Dracut  Greeting : 

Whereas  Ephraim  Hildreth  of  sd  Town  of 
Dracutt,  Esqr.  (who  was  chosen  and  appointed 
by  the  town  of  Dracutt  to  be  a  selectman  and 
assessor  of  said  town)  deceased  on  the  26th  day 
of  September  last,  so  that  the  said  town  hath  not 
the  number  of  selectmen  or  assessors  as  the 
law  directs  etc.  These  are  therefore  In  bis 
Majesty's  name  to  require  you  forthwith  to 
warn  all  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  ye  said  town  of  Dracutt  (that  reside  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Beaver  Brook  that  are  quali- 
fied by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  convene 
and  meet  at  ye  Meeting  House  in  Dracutt  afore- 
said on  Monday  the  20th  day  of  October  instant 
at  nine  of  the  clock  in  ye  forenoon,  then  and 
there  to  choose  and  elect  one  selectman  and 
one  assessor  to  serve  in  the  said  office  as  the 
law  directs  etc. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this 
warrant  with  your  doings  therein  unto  myself 
before  ye  day  of  said  meeting.  Dated  at  Dra- 
cutt aforesaid  the  9th  day  of  October  In  ye  four- 
teenth year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  A.  D.  1740. 

Given  by  order  of  the  Selectmen  of  Dracutt. 
John  Varnum,  Town  Clerk. 

I  have  warned  all  i he  freeholders  and  other 
Inhabitants  mentioned  in  this  warrant  accord- 
ing to  ye  tenor  thereof. 

Timothy  Colburn,  Constable. 

The  above  warrant  and  return  was  entered 
and  recorded.  Pr. 

John  Varnum,  Town  Clerk. 

On  Page  161,  Vol.  1,  town  records  of  Dra- 
cut is  found  the  following: 

Dracutt  October  ye  20lh  1740. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dracutt  quali- 
fied by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs  legally  as- 
sembled in  order  to  elect  and  choose  one  select- 
man and  one  assessor  to  serve  in  the  room  of 
Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  Esq.  late  of  said  Dra- 
cutt, deceased;  and  they  then  and  there  made 
choice  of  Edward  Colburn  for  a  selectman  and 
an  assessor. 

Test  Nathaniel  Fox,  Moderator  of  said  meet- 
ing. 
Entered  on  record  Pr.  John  Varnum,  Town 

Clerk. 

The  Dracut  grave  yard,  located  at  what  is 
now  the  intersection  of  Hildreth   street   and 


11 


Aiken  avenue,  was  s;iven  the  town  of  Dra- 
cut  by  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  prior  to  1740, 
as  appears  from  the  deed  of  conveyance  ac- 
corded by  his  sons,  Ephraim,  William  and 
Elijah,  about  12  years  after  the  major's 
death. 

The  following  deed  of  the  Hildreth  broth- 
ers, Ephraim,  William  and  Elijah  (sons  of 
Mnjor  Ephraim  Hildreth),  of  land  to  the 
town  of  Dracut  for  a  burial  ground  is  re- 
corded on  page  259,  Vol.  I.,  records  of  the 
town  of  Dracut,  Province  of  Mass. : 

Dracutt,  November  17.  1752. 
We  the  subscribers,  beinar  willing  to  conferia 
our  Honored  father   Promis,    Varbally  made, 
Relating  to  theBuring  place  Now  in  Use  In  Dra- 
cutt, to  which  Track  of  land  there  hath,  as  yet, 


Been  no  tltel,  wetharefore  conferm  the  same 
by  the  following  Record : 

Said  Track  of  Land  being  Bounded  as  fol- 
loweth:  Bounded  Est°rly  by  the  High  way 
Leading  to  Robart  Hildreth  Ferrey  :  the  North- 
est  corner  Is  a  stak  and  stones  by  said  Road : 
Thens  Riming  Westerly  Eight  Rods  and  a  half 
to  a  stak  and  stone  :  Thens  Runing  Southerly 
Nine  Rods  to  a  stake  and  stone  by  the  said 
Highway:  the  above  mentioned  sd.  Track  of 
Land  Hand  is  and  is  to  Remain  aburing  Place 
For  the  Town  of  Dracutt :  and  in  Testimony  of 
the  above  Record  being  and  Remaining  a  good 
and  fairm  Titel  to  the  Town  of  Dracutt  of  the 
above  said  Track  of  Land,  we  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands  the  Day  above  mentioned. 

Ephraim  Hildreth. 

William  Hildreth. 

Elijah  Hildreth. 
Entred  Pr.  Ephraim  Hildreth,  Town  Clerk. 


</<W    (M&r<_  t^oC^  "-J  j^t"^ 
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Major  Ephralm  Hildreth  was  of  the  class 
of  men  who,  in  ante-Reyolutlonary  days,  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  republic.  His  will 
was  probated  in  1740  and  was  recorded,  No. 
7963,  in  Middlesex  south  district,  probate  of- 
fice, Cambridge,  Mass. 

Major  Ephraim  Hiidreth's  will  bequeathed 
£100  current  money  to  his  daughter  Mercy, 
the  second  daughter  of  the  name,  born  May 
27,  1732.  The  will  showed  that  property  had 
been  given  by  him,  during  his  lifetime,  to  his 
sons  Ephraim,  jr.,  Josiah,  Robert  and  Zacha- 
rlah.  Property  was  left  by  the  terms  of  the 
will  to  his  remaining  sons,  Thomas,  William, 
Levi  and  Elijah.  The  major  directed  that 
his  land  in  Tyngsborough  on  the  Merrimack, 
and  his  negro  boy  "Cuffe,"  inventoried  at 
£100,  and  enough  lands  and  credits,  be  sold 
to  pay  his  debts  and  funeral  charges.  The 
inventory  of  Major  Ephraim  Hilereth's 
property  included  200  acres  of  land,  north 
side  county  road;  100  acres  of  land  on  Merri- 
mack river;  50  acres  of  land  bought  of  Gov- 
ernor Belcher;  150  acres  of  land  known  as 
Winthrop's  farm;  interest  in  a  corn  mill  on 
Beaver  brook;  sundry  buildings  and  saw- 
mill in  Tyngs  Town;  land  and  meadows 
west  of  Gouldiug's  brook;  25  cows  and 
calves;  3  pair  oxen;  2  horses;  30  sheep;  18 
swine ;  8  silver  spoons,  £12. 

The  paper  mill  in  which  Percy  Parker 
of  Lowell— fifth  in  descent  from  Major 
Ephraim  Hildreth— owns  the  controlling  in- 
terest, now  stands  on  Beaver  Brook  near  the 
site  of  the  old  corn  mill  referred  to  in  1740. 


ENSIGN  EPHRAIM   HILDRETH,  1708- 
1769. 
MAJOR    WILLIAM     HILDRETH,    1723. 

GENERAL  WILLIAM  HILDRETH,1757- 
1813. 

ENSIGN  THOMAS  HILDRETH,  1721- 
1755. 

LIEUT.  JOSIAH  HILDRETH,  JR.,  1746- 

LIEUT.  MICAH  HILDRETH,  1749-1826. 

Ensign  Ephriam  Hildreth  and  Major 
William  Hildreth  were  brothers  of  the  Eli- 
jah, of  whose  father  and  for  whose  descend- 
ants this  sketch  has  been  compiled.  As  the 
former  two  were  inseparably  connected  with 
the  development  of  the  old  town  of  Dracut, 
a  transcript  of  their  public  services  is  insert- 
ed at  this  time. 


Ephraim  Hildreth,  jr.,  eldest  son  of  Major 
Ephraim  and  Mercy  (Parish)  Richardson, 
was  born  in  Chelmsford  Jan.  18,1708;  mar- 
ried Mary  Clark  of  Chelmsford,  Feb.  11, 
1735;  he  died  in  Dracut,  Aug.  5, 1769. 

The  following  information  has  been  ex- 
tracted by  the  writer  from  the  records  of  the- 
towu  of  Dracut. 

Ephraim,  jr.,  was  chosen  constable,  east- 
ern precinct,  also  reeves,  March  8, 1735.  He 
served  warrants  and  posted  public  notices, 
as  constable,  in  1738.  One  notice  was  that  he 
"had  taken  up  in  damage  fesant  and  im- 
pounded a  red  roan  horse."  He  was  chosen 
second  selectman  and  reeves,  March  9,  1740. 
"In  ye  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  A.  D.,  ye 
14th,"  he  boarded  the  schoolmaster  five 
weeks,  in  1741.  He  was  chosen  surveyor  of 
roads,  plank,  timber,  etc.,  Nov.  1,  1742.  He 
was  re-elected  and  appointed  reeves,  March 
5,  1743.  As  selectman,  he  called  a  town 
meeting  to  see  if  the  town  would  vote  to 
build  a  meetiug  house  Jan.  2,  1744.  He  was 
chosen  agent  to  mauage  the  sale  of  the  minis- 
ter's farm  and  to  apply  to  the  General  Court  of 
this  province  for  an  approbation,  Dec.  22,1746. 
He  was  chosen  treasurer  of  timber  and  sur- 
veyor of  boards    and   shingles,    March    21, 

1747.  During  this  year  he  received  his  mili- 
tary commission,  or  appointment,  as  ensign. 
In  proceedings  of  town  meeting,  of   Sept.  6, 

1748.  the  house  of  "Ensign  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth" is  specified  as  the  place  where  the 
general  meeting  was  held.  Ensign  Ephraim 
Hildreth  was  paid  twenty-three  pounds  five 
shillings  for  money  paid  out  for  building  of 
the  meeting  house,  and  was  chosen  constable, 
Feb.  1, 1748.  He  was  chosen  fence  viewer, 
surveyor,  measurer  of  timber,  boards  and 
shingles,  March  20,  1748.  Ensign  Ephraim 
Hildreth  was  chosen  town  clerk,  moderator, 
surveyor  of  timber  aud  highways,    March  5, 

1749.  His  work  on  the  meetiug  house  con- 
tinued during  the  year,  and  he  was  paid 
19s.  4d.,  May  26,  1749.  Vol.  I,  page  325, 
Dracut  town  records,  shows  payment  to  him 
of  7s.  Id.  for  mending  pound,  April  15,  1749. 
He  was  chosen  third  selectman,  assessor, 
town  clerk,  overseer  of  the  poor  and  sur- 
veyor, March  4, 1750.  He  recorded  the  ap- 
propriation of  eight  pounds  "to  provide  a 
town  stock  of  powder,  bullets  and  fliut," 
Nov.  5, 1751.  He  was  chosen  towu  clerk, 
second  selectman,  surveyor  of  timber,  boards 
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and  plank,  March  2, 1752.  He  was  re-elected 
town  clerk  and  to  the  above  named  offices  on 
March  4,  1753,  aud  March  4, 1754.  During 
1754  he  signed  au  order  to  bring  "suit 
against  a  certain  town  treasurer  for  arrears 
of  town  money  found,  by  a  reconing,  to  be 
in  his  hands  by  way  of  balance."  He  was 
chosen  surveyor  of  roads,  timber  and  plank, 
March  3, 1755.  He  was  chosen  moderator, 
first  selectman  and  re-elected  town  clerk  and 
surveyor  of  timber,  March  5, 175G.  He  was 
re-elected  in  all  of  the  foregoing  offices  and 
chosen  second  commitlee-mau,  March  7, 
1757. 

War  against  France  commenced  in  1754, 
though  not  formally  declared  till  May,  175G. 
In  1755  the  colonies  planned  four  expedi- 
tions against  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia,  ou 
the  Ohio,  against  Crown  Point  and  against 
Niagara. 

Ensign  Thomas  Iliklretb,  brother  of 
Ephraim,  whose  marriage  with  Hannah  Col- 
burn,  third,  of  Dracut,  was  published  Dec. 
13,  174G,  died  at  Fort  Cumberland,  Alleghany 
Co.,  Md.,  Dec.  4,  1755.  This  soldier  was  born 
Aug.  5,  1721.  The  town  records  of  Dracut, 
March  1,  1742,  Vol.  1,  mention  his  appoint- 
ment that  date,  as  reeves;  also  his  failure  to 
app°ar and  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  office.  Six  years  later,  he,  with  thirty 
others  of  Dracut,  sia;ued  a  petition  to  the 
governor  concerning  the  location  of  the  meet- 
ing house.  Thomas  is  the  first  soldier  of  the 
Dracut  Hildreth  branch  during  this  genera- 
tion, known  to  have  lost  his  life  in  military 
service.  Page  264,  Vol.  2,  Dracut  records, 
notes  the  birth  June  10,  1752,  of  David,  son 
of  Ensign  Thomas  and  Hannah  Hildreth,  his 
wife.  The  boy  died  March  25,1755.  Another 
child,  named  Hannah,  was  born  Nov.  13, 
1748. 

The  Dracut  records  of  1758  include  entries 
made  by  Ephraim  Hildreth  of  charges  made 
against  the  town  treasurer  for  "grain  found 
for  the  support  of  the  captured  French  fami- 
ly." Nine  years  later,  three  of  the  Acadian 
French  paupers  were  sent,  by  the  town,  to 
Quebec.  On  March  6,  175S,  the  town  meet- 
ing disallowed  au  account  of  ten  shillings  for 
Ephraim  Hildreth,  for  services  as  selectman 
aud  assessor.  In  those  days,  each  bill,  how- 
ever small,  was  required  to  be  presented  to 
the  town  meeting  for  settlement  or  disap- 
proval. 


Ensign  Ephraim  Hildreth  called  a  special 
town  meeting  "about  Expedition  against  the 
French  at  Crown  Point,"  Aug.  23,  1757.  Ou 
the  6th  of  March,  1758,  he  was  confirmed  in 
the  town  offices  previously  tilled  by  him, 
with  the  further  appointment  of  "Van- 
dow  Master  to  sell  the  Meeting  House." 
Ou  March  3,  17i9,  and  again  in  17(i0,  1761 
and  1762,  he  was  chosen  to  be  town  clerk, 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  and  directed 
to  "lay  out  needful  money  on  the  meeting 
house  after  reckoning  with  the  town  treasur- 
er to  see  how  he  had  disposed  of  the  town's 
money."  On  March  7,  1763,  he  was  again 
chosen  towu  clerk  and  surveyor  of  lumber 
and  culler  of  staves,  hoops  aud  shingles. 

Ou  pages  68  and  69,  Voi.  II,  records  of  the 
town  of  Dracut,  Ephraim  Hildreth,  town 
clerk,  certifies  to  a  sale  by  the  town,  to 
Ephraim  Hildreth,  ou  March  7, 1763,  at  pub- 
lic "vandow"  of  freeholders,  as  follows  : 

"The  front  pew  in  said  meeting  house  in 
the  gallery  on  the  woman's  side  for  £3,  he, 
the  said  Ephraim  Hildreth,  being  the  highest 
bidder;  and  for  £0,  7s.  and  4d,  one  fourth 
right  in  the  pew  ou  the  side  gallery  on  the 
woman's  side  of  said  house:  with  the  re- 
striction aud  reservation  and  stipulation  that 
by  purchasing  a  right,  or  lights,  in  said  pews 
he  shall  not  have  liberty  to  sell  or  dispose  of 
the  same  without  a  license  from  the  town  of 
Dracut ;  and  that  he  shall  be  obliged  to  set  in 
them,  or  by  his  wife  or  children,  or  some 
friend  :  but  not  to  send  a  servant  to  set  there 
or  a  child  under  13  years  of  asje;  or  any  oth- 
er to  degrade  said  seat,  or  seats,  or  to  make 
any  uneasiness  to  their  seat-mates  that  pur- 
chase a  part,  or  a  right  in  the  same  seat  and 
pews." 

On  Oct.  11,  1763,  he  was  appointed  agent 
for  Dracut  to  petition  the  Great  and  General 
Court  to  divide  Middlesex  county  and  join  to 
northern  portion.  This  record  follows  one 
to  effect  that  Nov.  29, 1762,  the  town,  at  pub- 
lic vendue,  had  sold  him  a  woolen  shirt  for 
2s.  9u.  aud  had  paid  him  £2,  8s.  for  mending 
the  pound. 

In  1764  aud  1765,  he  was  chosen  towu  clerk 
and  to  till  four  other  town  offices.  Oct.  12, 
1764,  he  was  deputed  to  "hire  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Emery,  or  some  other  gentleman,  to  preach 
one  month,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Parker  beiug  iu- 
dlsposed  in  body."  This  authority  was  re- 
newed March 4, 1765,  "the  man  to  be  hired  to 
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supply  the  pulpit  to  be  always  governed  by 
rules."  He  went  to  Cambridge  for  this  pur- 
pose at  a  cost  to  the  town  of  one  pound  two 
shillings  eight  pence. 

The  1765  town  records  of  Dracut  relate, 
mainly,  to  the  ministry.  Twenty-four 
pounds  were  appropriated  "for  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Parker;  for  the  purchase  of  six 
mourning  rings  for  bearers;  and  a  mourn- 
ing suit  for  Madam  Parker." 

Ensign  Ephraim  Hlldreth,  Sept.  3rd,  was 
chosen  chairman  of  a  committee  to  join  the 
church  committee  to  wait  on  Rev.  Mr. 
Nathan  Davies  regarding  his  settlement. 
Much  deliberation  was  observed.  Ou  Oct. 
8th  Ephraim  was,  by  formal  vote  at  town 
meeting,  chosen  member  of  a  committee  to 
see  that  "all  gentlemen  were  well  taken  care 
of  at  ordination  of  Mr.  Davies  as  Minister." 
Also  to  take  up  the  deed  given  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Parker,  deceased,  and  to  give  bond  to  the 
new  minister.  On  Feb.  10,  1766,  Ensign 
Ephraim  signed  a  call  for  the  towu  consta- 
bles to  levy  and  collect  an  assessment,  duly 
made,  for  the  salary  and  support  of  the  Rev. 
Nathan  Davies. 

After  his  re-election  as  town  clerk  and 
surveyor  of  wheat,  March  3,  1766,  he  was 
made  moderator  of  a  meeting  Feb.  13, 1767, 
to  see  if  town  would  Kive  up  to  the  executor 
of  the  late  Rev.  T.  Parker  the  bond  giveu  to 
the  town  by  the  latter  for  the  ministry  lands, 
and  for  obtaining  a  license  from  the  Geueral 
Court  to  give  release  and  reconveyance  of 
mluistry  lands,  a  part  of  which  was  claimed 
by  the  town  of  Pelham. 

On  June  21,  1766,  he  eutered  the  intention 
of  marriage  af  "Smith  (the  servaut  of  Rob- 
ert Coburn),  to  Peg  Connor,  (the  servant  of 
Deborah  Coburn), both  of  Dracut." 

March  2, 1767,  his  titles  and  functions  were 
those  of  town  clerk,  first  selectman,  assessor, 
overseer  of  poor,  surveyor  of  lumber  aud  ex- 
aminer of  the  town  treasurer's  records. 
Feb.  8, 1768,  his  record  gave  public  notice  of 
the  laying  out  of  a  roadway  "behind  dwell- 
ing house  and  barn  of  Josiah  Hildretb,  late 
constable  of  Dracut,  deceased  Aug.  7,  1754, 
and  so  on  by  an  old  seller  where  Mr.  Tyler 
lived." 

This  Joaiah  Hildreth,  born  Feb.  14,  1710, 
married  Rebecca  Wright  of  Dracut  Dec.  20, 
1740;  died  Aug.  7,  1754,  was  Ephralm's 
brother  and  was  town  clerk  Dec.  30,  1747. 
Vol.  1,  page  316. 


His  son,  Josiah,  jr.,  served  in  the  northern 
army  at  the  taking  and  capitulation  of  Lieut. 
Gen.  John  Burgoyne,  commanding  an  army 
and  fleet  of  Great  Britain  against  the  revolted 
provinces  in  America. 

On  page  507,  Vol.  II.,  Feb.  9,  1779,  Dracut 
town  records,  is  an  entry  showing  payment 
to  Josiah  of  seven  pounds,  ten  shilllusjs;  also 
of  twenty  pounds  for  military  services  at 
Saratoga  and  elsewhere  and  "for  money  he 
paid  to  hire  men  into  the  service  as  soldiers 
and  for  shirts  he  found  for  the  soldiers." 

On  Feb.  16, 1768,  "In  the  8th  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign,"  Ephraim  Hildreth  signed  a 
call  "to  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  any  par- 
ticular seats  in  the  gallery  for  the  negroes  to 
sit  in  on  the  Lord's  day  in  the  Meeting  House 
in  Dracut."  It  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
On  Dec.  29,  1768,  he  signed  a  call  to  see  "if 
the  town  will  agree  to  come  in  with  the  new 
version  of  singing  Psalms  with  hymns  ad- 
joining thereto  from  Dr.  Watts."  The  vote 
was  yes.  On  March  7,  1768,  the  salary  of 
Ephraim  Hildreth  as  first  selectman  was 
fixed  at  $5  a  year.  On  January  6,  1769,  he 
signed  an  order  for  the  town  treasurer  to 
pay  Rev.  Mr.  Nathan  Davies  £80  for  his  sal- 
ary for  one  year.  On  Feb.  20, 1769,  he  au- 
thorized Elijius  Barron  to  lay  out  £2  2s.  9d. 
in  hiring  a  school  master,  "but  not  to  hire  a 
man  without  consent  of  the  selectmen." 

The  last  town  meeting  at  which  En- 
sign Ephraim  Hildreth  presided  as  mod- 
erator and  was  chosen  town  clerk,  first 
selectman,  assessor,  etc.,  was  on 
March  3,  1769.  He  died  Aug.  5,  1769, 
in  the  62d  year  of  his  age;  see  page  299, 
Vol.  II,  Town  Records,  and  was  succeeded 
as  town  clerk  by  his  brother,  William  Hil- 
dreth, thus  making  the  third  of  the  family, 
some  member  of  which  bad  filled  that  posi- 
tion ever  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  in  1701.  Geueral  William  Hildreth  va* 
cated  the  office  of  town  clerk  of  Dracut 
March  3,  1788,  and  was  succeeded  by  Wm. 
Hildreth,  jr.  The  latter  was  succeeded  by 
Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth. 

On  page  237,  Vol.  II,  Dracut  town  records, 
there  appears  a  warrant  drawn    by    William 
Hildreth,  town  clerk,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 
Middx.  P. 

To  Mr.  Green  Parker,  one  of  ye  Constables  of 
the  Town  of  Dracutt  In  the  County  of  Midd/e 
sex,  Greeting. 
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Whereas  the  late  Mr.  Ephm.  Hildreth,  late  of 
said  Dracutt,  deceased,  was  in  ye  time  of  his 
life,  and  at  his  decease.one  of  the  Selectmen  and 
Town  Clerk,  Surveyor  of  Lumber  and  one  of  ye 
Assessors  and  one  of  ye  Overseers  of 
the  poor  of  sd.  Town,  and  was  a 
Committee  man  relating  to  managing  of  ye 
prudentials  of  ye  Ministry  Farm  relating  to 
said  town,  by  whose  said  decease  sd.  oflices 
are  all  vacant. 

These  are  therefore  in  his  Majesty's  name  to 
require  you  forthwith  to  warn  all  the  freehold- 
ers and  other  Inhabitants  of  said  Town  that  are 
qua  ified  by  law  to  vote  in  Town  affairs  that 
dwell  on  the  Westerly  side  of  Grate  Road  that 
leads  from  ye  ferry  called  Bradley's  Ferry, 
(formerly  Robert  Hildreth's  Ferry)  to  the  widow 
Hannah  Wright's  in  sd.  Town  to  assemble  at  ye 
Meeting  House  in  Dracutt  on  Monday  the 
Fourth  day  of  Sept.  next  at  Three  of  the  Clock 
in  ye  afternoon.  Then  and  there  to  choose 
some  person  or  persons  to  supply  sd.  vacancys 
in  sd.  oflices  in  sd.  Town. 

Hertin  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this 
warrant  and  your  doings  therein  unto  one  of 
ourselves  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  Dracutt 
this  2  It  day  of  August  in  ye  Ninth  year  of  his 
Majesty's  Keign,  A.  D.  1769. 

Samuel  Coburn, 
Stephen  Russell, 
The  Surviving  Selectmen  of  Dracutt. 
Entered  Pr.  Wm.  Hildreth,  Town  Clerk. 

(Mem.— EphraiuQ  Coburn  was  elected.  On 
Oct.  31,  1SS2,  Lauretta  Coburn,  wife  of 
Fisher  Ames  Hildreth,  died  at  Lowell,  Mass. 
She  was  the  granddaughter  of  Major 
Ephraim  Coburn  of  Dracut.)  "Ferry  Lane" 
is  now  Hildreth  street. 

MILITARY  SERVICES  AND  DEATH  OF  ENSIGN 
THOMAS  HILDRETH  AT  FORT  CUMBER- 
LAND, MARYLAND,  SPRING  AND  SUMMER 
OF  1755. 

After  the  close  of  the  third  French,  or 
Kiug  George's  war,  1748,  the  French  estab- 
lished a  line  of  posts  near  to  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  which  was  the  cause  of  George 
Washington's  first,  and  pacific,  visit,  in  1753, 
to  the  French.  During  the  following  year 
Major  George  Washington  marched  his  com- 
mand to  the  locality  where  Pittsburg  now 
stands.  The  French  troops  near  Fort 
Duquesne  were,  at  first,  surprised  and  de- 
feated; but,  later,  defeated  Washington  and 
forced  him  to  capitulate  and  retire  from  the 
disputed  ground,  then  claimed  by  France. 
When    General  Edward  Braddock  was  com- 


missioned as  commander-in-chief  of  all  the 
English  forces  In  North  America  in  Septem- 
ber, 1754,  he  bad  associated  with  him,  as 
next  in  command,  Governor  Shirley  and  Sir 
William  Pepperell  of  Massachusetts.  In  the 
spring  of  1755,  General  Braddock  appointed 
Washington  to  be  one  of  his  aides,  but  de- 
clined his  advice,  as  well  as  that  of  Benj. 
Franklin,  regarding  the  best  method  of  utiliz- 
ing the  services  of  the  raw  Americau 
militia.  The  rendezvous  for  the  com- 
bined forces,  the  King's  regulars  and  the 
colonial  troops,  was  at  Fort  Cumberland  on 
Will's  Creek,  banks  of  the  Potomac  river, 
Alleghany  Co.,  Maryland.  In  June,  1755, 
General  Braddock  marched  against  Fort 
Duquesue  iu  command  of  one  thousand  reg- 
ulars, thirty  sailors  aBd  1200  Provincial 
troops,  besides  a  train  of  artillery.  Gates, 
Gage,  Morgan  and  Mercer,  names  that  were 
to  be  famous  Ib  another  war,  were  there,  and 
there,  too,  was  Ensign  Thomas  Hildreth,  son 
of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  of  Dracut. 

The  defeat  aud  death  of  Braddock  by  the 
French  and  Indians  is  a  matter  of  history. 
The  demoralized  British  soldiers  who  es- 
caped the  slaughter  by  Contrecceur  and  De 
Beaujeu's  command  and  their  wily  allies, 
July  9, 1755,  fled  back  to  Fort  Cumberland  in 
a  wild  panic.  The  Provincial  troops  pro- 
tected their  retreat  and  retired  in  a  more 
leisurely  manner,  fighting  from  behind  trees, 
just  as  Dumas  and  De  Ligueiis  did. 

Nearly  all  of  the  officers  of  General  Brad- 
dock's  regular  staff  were  killed  or  wounded. 
Eusign  Thomas  Hildreth  was  of  those  who 
reached  Fort  Cumberland  alive;  but  there, 
under  the  gloomy  pines  of  the  dense  forest, 
he  died,  aud  received  a  soldier's  grave  in  the 
tract  known  to  the  Indians  as  the  Shades  of 
Death. 

He  was  the  uncle,  fourgeueratlons  back, of 
Captain  Harry  Reade,  Captain  Philip  Reade, 
Lieut.  Ben-Israel  Butler  and  of  Lieut.  Percy 
Parker,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  The  four  la>t 
named  all  held  commissions  in  the  United 
States  Army,  1S67-1S92.  Cadet  Butler  Ames 
is  now  a  cadet  at  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy. 

General  William's  nephew,  (son  of  Josiab, 
deceased  Aug.  7, 1754)  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  safety,  correspondence 
and  inspection  of  Dracut,  Mass.  Thus  three 
Hildreths  were  on  military  duty,    as    it    was 


16 


then  properly  classed,  at  tbe  same  time.  The 
committee  was  authorized  ''to  assist  the  offi- 
cers in  raising  men  for  the  army." 

On  Aug.  10th,  1781,  William  Hildreth  re- 
corded the  vote  of  a  special  town  meeting 
convened  "to  keep  a  day  of  fasting  and  pray- 
er for  direction  in  the  resettlement  of  a  'Min- 
ister' ;"'  this  because  no  man  shonld  enter  upon 
any  great  aud  Important  undertaking  with- 
out invoking  the  aid  of  God. 

The  entry,  pag°  31,  Vol.  III.,  recalls  the 
Scottish  parliament  1638, 16±3, 1743,  and  the 
solemn  agreement  also  entered  into  by  the 
English  parliament,  from  which  the  Cove- 
nanters derived  their  name  and  ecclesiastical 
faith.  The  devotional  spirit  prompting  the 
meeting,  the  action  of  the  meeting,  and  tbe 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer  of  these  Dracut 
colonists  commauds  our  respect. 

Mrs.  Rowena  (Hildreth)  Reade,  mother  of 
the  compiler  of  these  sketches,  says  that 
when  she  was  a  child  seventy  odd  years  ago, 
people  looked  forward  to  "Town  Meeting 
day"  wilh  a  decree  of  interest  not  equalled 
by  the  anticipation  of  the  Fourth  of  July 
day.  Blanchard's  tavern,  near  the  old  centre 
meeting  house,  was  then  in  its  glory  and 
much  "flip"  was  drank,  "election  cake"  eat- 
en, and  many  wrestling  matches  took  place  : 
but  these  reminisceuces  of  her  childhood  are 
those  of  peace,  not  war. 

On  August  21, 1782,  William  Hildreth  re- 
corded the  concurrence  of  the  town  meeting 
with  the  cburch  of  the  town  in  choosing  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Allen  to  be  minister  of  Dracut. 

On  February  27,  1783,  William  Hildreth 
noted  the  payment  of  six  shillings  to  Lieu- 
tenant Micah  Hildreth  for  "aid  or  material, 
In  building  the  town  work  house."  Mlcab, 
(boru  May  4,  1749)  was  the  first  child  of 
General  William  and  Tabitha  (Colburn)  Hil- 
dreth, his  wife.  He  earned  his  military  title 
at  Lexington,  Coucord  and  Bunker  Hill,  and 
was  appoiuted  a  member  of  the  Dracut  com- 
mittee of  safety,  correspondence  and  Inspec- 
tion March  5,  1781.  On  March  1,  1784,  Wil- 
liam Hildreth  was  appointed  a  committee  "to 
see  that  tbe  new  stone  pound,  by  Deacon 
Hovey's,  is  well  built,  30  f^et  square  and  6 
feet  high."  For  building  one  fourth  part  of 
this  pound  William  Hildreth  was  paid  £3  by 
tbe  town  of  Dracut  on  Jau.  17,  17S5.  Page 
135,  Vol.  III. 

Trouble  began,  January  31,  1785,  when  the 


town  voted  "to  give  Mr.  Timothy  Langdon 
a  call  to  settle  with  them  in  the  Gospel  Min- 
istry in  said  town  with  £150  as  settlement." 

Fourteen  days  afterward,  William  Hil- 
dreth, town  clerk,  recorded  the  prote?t 
whereiu  Bradley  Varnum,  Timothy  Barker, 
jr.,  and  others,  objected  to  paying  any  part 
of  the  cost  aud  charges  of  said  settlement  of 
said  minister.  The  difficulty  appears  to  be 
hinted  at  on  page  147,  Vol.  III.,  Mar.  7,  'S5, 
when  the  town  voted  to  "excuse  from  min- 
ister's taxes,  all  those  persous  who  declare 
themselves  Baptists." 

On  Oct.  31,  1785,  William  Hildreth  record- 
ed a  petition  by  the  town  that  live  stock, 
grain,  lumber,  etc.  be  made  government  se- 
curities and  tender  in  discharge  of  debts  and 
executions. 

By  vote  of  the  town  on  Sept.  21st  of  the 
following  year,  he  was  instructed  and  au- 
thorized to  make  petition  to  the  General 
Court  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

The  Federal  and  Slate  governments  were 
exceedingly  perplexed  at  this  time  by  tbe 
failures  of  the  many  plans  for  extinguishing 
the  public  debts  after  tbe  war  of  the  revo- 
lution. The  paper  money  was  depreciated 
and  counterfeited,  aud  new  dangers  arose  to 
the  Federal  union  from  the  difficulty  of  ap- 
portioning the  amount  of  the  public  debt  to 
be  assumed  aud  paid  by  the  several  states. 
To  Massachusetts  was  assigned  a  larger  pro- 
portion than  to  any  of  the  states,  except 
Virginia.  The  general  court  of  the  Bay 
state  was  tempted  by  some  of  its  less  scrupu- 
lous members  to  repudiation.  Taxes  were 
heavy  and  the  appreheusiou  general  that  the 
people  were  unjustly  and  excessively  bur- 
dened; hence  Shay's  rebellion,  latter  part  of 
Juue,  1786,  in  western  Massachusetts,  where 
about  two  thousand  desperate  men  headed 
by  Daniel  Shay  of  Hopkiuton,  Mass.,  threat- 
ened armed  tumult.  An  army  was  called 
out  under  General  Beuj.  Liucolu  to  suppress 
the  insurgents. 

At  this  juncture,  when  tbe  honor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts was  at  stake,  a  few  noble  men  of 
Dracut  took  a  stand  to  aid  other  communities 
to  maintain  the  faith  of  the  state  and  tbe  in- 
tegrity of  the  uniou.  Gradually  they  were 
joiued  by  others. 

On  pages  206-7-8,  Vol.  III.,  Dracut  town 
records,  appears  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
commonwealth.       Various     post   scrlptums 
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were  added  at  dates  running  aloug  into  the 
yeu"  17SS  and  later,  signed  by  Lieuteuaut 
Mlcah  Hildretb  aud  other?.  The  signers 
were  sworn  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
their  affirmation  of  principle  aud  patriotism 
deserve  to  be  houored  by  all  Americans. 

The  original  oath  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
General  William  Hildretb,  is  sigced  by  him; 
also  by  his  sons,  William  aud  Micah  Hil- 
dretb. The  fourth  siguature  is  that  of  Lieu- 
tenant Israel  Hildretb,  brother  to  General 
William,  who  was  more  generally  knowu  as 
"Squire,"  or  "Justice"'  Hildretb.  He  was 
father  of  Dr.  Israel  Hiidreth.  The  twelfth 
signature  is  Joslah  Hildretb,  the  son  of  Josi- 
ab,  seeond  son  of  Major  Ephraim  H'klreth. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 

OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

Dracut,  Middlesex  Co.,  Mass., ) 
March  4,  April  2,  1T&T.  j 
"We,  the  subscribers,  do  truly  and  sincere- 
ly acknowledge,  profess,  testify  and  declare 
that  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  is 
and  of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  sovereigu 
and  independent  slate;  and  1  do  swear  that  I 
will  bear  true  faiih  and  allegiauce  to  the  said 
commonweHlth  aud  that  I  will  defend  the 
same  against  traitorous  conspiracies  and    all 


hostl'e  attempts  whatsoever,  and  that  1  do 
renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance,  subjec- 
tion and  obedieuce  to  the  King,  Queen,  or 
government  of  Great  Britain,  (as  the  case 
may  be),  and  every  other  foreigu  power 
whatsoever;  and  that,  no  foreign  P  iuce,  Pre- 
late, State  or  Potentate  hath,  or  ought  to 
have,  any  jurisdiction,  superiority,  promi- 
nence, authority,  dispensing,  or  other,  pow- 
er, which  is  or  may  be  vested  by  their  con- 
stituents in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Aud  I  do  further  testify  and  declare  that 
no  man,  or  body  of  men.  hath,  or  can  have 
any  right  to  absolve  or  discharge  me  from 
the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration  or 
affirmation,  and  that  I  do  make  this  acknowl- 
edgment, declaration,  denial,  renuuciation 
aud  abjuratiou  heartily  and  truly  according 
to  the  common  meaning  and  acceptation  of 
the  foregoing  words  without  any  equivoca- 
tion, mental  evasion  or  secret  reservation 
whatsoever. 

So  help  me  God." 

The  compiler  invites  the  attention  of  his 
brothers  of  the  order  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  above  oath  which  wa3 
kept  steadfast.  It  bears  the  finger  marks  of 
fellowship. 
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Mrs.  Rowena  Hildreth  Reade  now  owns, 
by  inheritance,  the  land  which,  on  April  4, 
1791,  was  designated  by  a  town  meet- 
ing as  the  location  for  the  powder  house  to  be 
built  on  "Powder  House  hill"  "south  of 
William  Hlklreth's  barn."  On  April  28, 
1794,  the  town  voted  to  build  the  new  meet- 
ing house  on  land  of  William  Hildreth.  Ob- 
jections were,  as  usual,  raised  and  the  result 
of  the  protest  was  that  the  vote  was  rescind- 
ed on  May  2,  '94. 

Ou  May  11,  1794,  he  was  paid  13£.,  18?. 
and  9  J.  for  "rum,  sugar,"  etc.,  these  com- 
modities being  part  of  the  meeting  house 
expenses,  page  113,  Vol.  IV. 

General  William  Hildreth  was  chosen 
representative  to  the  great  and  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  May  6, 1795;  May  6, 
1796;  May  1, 1797;  May  10, 1798;  May  17,  1799 
May  5,  1800  and  May  11, 1801. 

On  June  1,  1801,  he  was  elected  a  senator, 
agreeable  to  a  precept  therefor  from  the 
General  Court,  and  was  numerously  voted 
for  iu  1802-3  for  the  position  of  lieut.-govern- 
or  of  Massachusetts;  also  for  counsellor.  Oa 
page  264,  vol.  IV.,  Dracut  town  records,  it  is 
mentioned  that,  on  April  5, 1806,  "General 
William  Hildreth  was  chosen  assessor  of  the 
town  of  Dracut." 

Page  277,  vol.  IV.,  indicates  that  the  "Hon- 
orable William  Hildreth,  received  on  April  4, 
1807, 171  votes  for  counsellor  and  senator, 
and  was  instructed  by  the  town  of  Dracut  to 
oppose  the  narrowing  of  the  passage-way  for 
rafts  at  Bodwell's  Falls  as  was  proposed  by 
those  interested  in  buikliDg  a  bridge  across 
the  said  falls." 

This  instruction  of  remonstrance  by  the 
town  of  Dracut  was  the  sequence  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  town,  May  25, 1S01,  when  it  was 
voted  unanimously  "That  the  erection  of  a 
dam  across  Merrimack  river  at  Pawtucket 
falls  in  the  manner  proposed  by  petitioners 
to  the  General  Court  at  the  last  session, 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  this  town,  totally  de- 
stroy the  fish  in  the  said  river  aud  deprive 
the  people  of  the  important  privilege  which 
they,  for  a  long  time,  even  from  time  immem- 
orial, have  enjoyed  without  molestation,  of 
taking  near  their  doors  the  most  delicate 
food  and  much  of  the  real  necessaries  of  life ; 
and  no  other  purpose  can  be  answered 
through  a  gratification  of  the  avaricious 
feelings  of  a  few   individuals    who    must  be 


unacquainted  with  the  real  effect  of  the 
measures  or  regardless  of  the  public  good." 

This  was  less  than  ten  years  after  the  in- 
corporation of  the  company  kuown  as  "The 
Proprietors  of  tie  Locks  and  Canals  on 
Merrimack  river;"  and  was  about  twen- 
ty-five years  prior  to  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  Lowell.  In  1820,  the  popula- 
tion of  Lowell  was  about  two  thousand 
(2000). 

The  Hildreths  of  Dracut  sternly  opposed 
the  Locks  aud  Canals  company  upon  ques- 
tions involving  riparian  rights  long  before 
any  canals  were  dug  leading  from  the  Mer- 
rimack river  in  Middlesex  county,  or  any 
effort  made  to  promote  domestic  manufact- 
ures near  Wamesit  or  Pawtucket  falls. 

Merrimack  river  then  abouuded  with  fish 
having  free  passage  from  below  Lawrence 
and  Newburyport  to  its  head  waters.  Mrs. 
J.  M.  G.  Parker  declares  that  no  shad  have 
even  beeu  so  toothsome  as  those  that  she  as 
Dolly  Hildreth,  used  to  eat  caught  from  the 
"Saw-pit"  of  the  Merrimack. 

The  act  passed  by  the  Great  and  General 
Court  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts hay  in  New  England,  May  2S, 
1740,  to  get  fish  free  passage  up  and  down  the 
river  in  their  seasons,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  salmon,  shad  aud  alewives,  or  other 
fish,  prohibiting  the  building  of  any  dam 
across  any  such  river  or  stream  unless  a  suf- 
ficient passage  way  be  kept  open  through,  or 
round,  such  dam,  etc.,  is  found  on  page  297 
of  a  printed  book,  kept  for  more  than  one 
hundred  aud  fifty  years  iu  the  Hillreth  fam- 
ily of  Dracut  the  title  of  which  is:  "The 
charter  granted  by  their  Majesties  King  Wil- 
liam and  Queen  Mary  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  bay  in 
New  England  MDCCLIX."  It  embraces  477 
pages,  each  page  being  12x7  inches. 

The  position  of  fish  ward  in  Dracut  was  at 
one  time  an  important  and  lucrative  one. 
Colonel  William  Hildreth  was  chosen  fish 
ward  April  6,  1801.  In  1S17  both  Lieutenant 
Israel  Hildreth  aud  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  fa- 
ther and  sou,  were  chosen  fish  wards.  Their 
revenue  was  unfavorably  affected  by  the 
dams,  canals  and  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  the  companies  and  corporations 
that  were  more  interested  in  the  develop- 
ment of  Lowell  than  in  the  preservation  of 
Merrimack  river  shad,  salmon  or  alewives. 
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General  William  Hiklreth  is  mentioned  on 
page  2S9,  Vol.  IV.,  Dracut  town  records,  un- 
der date  of  April  4, 1S08,  as  moderator  of  a 
town  meeting  at  which  he  was  chosen  to 
"settle  the  account  of  Smith  Coburu,  and 
reckon  witn  the  town  treasurer." 

William  Hildreth's  daughter,  Prudence, 
born  November  6,  1753,  married  (Jol.  James 
Varnum  of  Dracut,  an  officer  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army.  She  died  October  IS,  1775, 
and  her  grave  stone  is  in  the  old  burying 
ground  given  by  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  to 
Dracut. 

The  twin  sons  of  William  Hildretb,  David 
and  Jonathan,  born  May  17,  1762,  died  re- 
spectively, Dec.  24, 17U5  and  Dec.  9,  1704. 
His  sons,  Lieutenaut  Micah,  born  May  4, 
1749,  and  Gen.  Wiliiam,  born  November  16, 
1757,  enjoyed,  both,  a  long  series  of  public 
services  and  public  trusts. 

GENERAL  WILLIAM  HILDRETB,  JR. 
1757-1S13. 

William  Hildreth,  jr.,  of  Dracut,  son  of  the 
foregoing  and  his  wife,  Tabitha  ((Jolburn) 
was  born  November  16, 1757. 

He  married  Susannah  Bodwell  December 
16,  1786:  she  died  Sept.  20,  1793,  aged  31 
years.  His  second  wife,  Alice,  died  March 
6,  1S03,  in  the  35th  year  of  her  age.  Both 
were  interred  in  the  Dracut  grave  yard,  and 
their  grave  stones  stand  side  by  side. 

The  name  of  Bodwell  suggests  "Bodweli's 
Falls,"  known  for  a  ceutury  and  a  half  in 
Haverhill  and  Methuen. 

Henry  Bodwell  in  1712  was  an  associate  of 
Stephen  and  Ebenezer  Barker  of  Metbuen, 
one  of  whose  descendants,  Susannah,  mar- 
ried Elijah  Hildretb,  Feb.  1, 1755. 

In  the  annals  of  1775,  we  rind  that  Parker 
Bodwell  was  a  private  in  the  company  of 
Col.  Frye's  regiment  that  wa9  commanded 
by  Capt.  John  Davis.  Joshua  Bodwell  was 
In  the  same  company;  both  having  enlisted 
Feb.  14,  '75. 

When  Major  Samuel  Bodwell  turned  out 
bis  command  at  the  alarm  on 
Apiil  19,  1775,  John  Bodwell  was  in 
the  ranks.  Eliphalet  Bodwell  the  second 
lieutenant  of  Capt.  Davi>' company  at  Cam- 
bridge Oct.  5,  1775,  and  Major  Samuel  Bod- 
well was  at  the  bead  of  the  Methuen  commit- 
tee of  safety  and  correspondence  cluriug  the 
war  of  the  revolution. 


It  was  from  this  patriotic,  active  stock 
that  Susannah  Barker  came. 

William  Hildreth,  jr.,  was  chosen  town 
clerk  in  succession  to  his  father,  the  year  that 
Massachusetts  adopted  the  Federal  constitu- 
tion. Between  that  date  aud  the  year  1S00, 
the  records  show  that  he  kept  the  town 
school  for  three  months ;  served  as  selectman  ; 
built  the  town  powder  house  to  keep  the 
public  slock  of  powder  aud  ball  in;  went  to 
Haverhill  to  remonstrate  to  the  general  court 
against  building  a  bridge  over  the  Merrimack 
opposite  the  town  of  Salisbury;  reckoned  the 
accounts  of  town  treasurer,  Lieut.  Mlcah 
Hildretb ;  directed  the  constables  to  warn 
out  of  Dracut  certain  persons  who,  without 
permission,  bad  settled  in  the  town;  served 
as  member  of  committee  to  build  a  meeting 
bouse  on  the  central  line  near  Kendall  Par- 
ker's house;  recorded  the  usual  "protest"  of 
the  dissatisfied  ones,  among  whom  were  Is- 
rael Hildretb,  Thomas  Varnum,  Colonel 
Lewi9  Ansart  and  forty  other  free-holders; 
bought,  at  public  sale,  pew  No.  17  and  gallery 
pew  No.  10  in  the  to  An  meeting  house;  paid 
$3.61  "for  rum,  sugar,  etc. ;"  which  amount 
was  refunded  to  him  by  the  town;  "the 
same  being  relative  to  the  treaty,"  (this  Djc. 
22,  1795) ;  submitted  a  proposition  to  the 
town  "that  the  soldiers  be  paid  50  cents  for 
each  day  that  they  are  called  upon  to  train, 
aud  do  train,"  which  proposition  was,  by  the 
town  "permitted  to  subside." 

On  Aug.  23,  1797,  he  recorded  the  vole 
that  "Every  soldier  who  goes  to  the  review 
at  Concord  shall  have  16  rounds  of  blank 
cartridges,  aud  $40.00  is  appropriated  by  the 
town  of  Dracut  to  pay  for  300  pounds  of 
good  beef;  300  lbs.  of  bread  for  the  use  Of 
the  soldiers  that  go." 

On  March  4,  1799,  he  recorded  the  vote  of 
the  town  of  Dracut  as  follows:  "The  town 
will  furnish  to  each  Traiu  soldier  in  the  same 
with  powder,  balls  and  flints  sufficient  to 
auswer  the  demauds  of  the  law;  to  be  de- 
livered to  them  by  the  selectmen  in  case  of 
an  alarm.  Each  so'dier  shall  be  accountable 
for  the  powder,  balls  and  flints  to  the  select- 
men, if  not  expended  in  the  defence  of  their 
couutry." 

It  Is  recorded  In  Book  119,  page  469,  Mid- 
dlesex South  District  Register  of  Deeds, 
Cambridge,  that,  on  Oct.  25,  1793,  General 
William  Hildreth  bought  certain  property  in 
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Dracut  from  bis  father  William,  senior;  also 
from  his  brother,  Micah. 

Ali  of  this  land  was  mortgaged  at  Con- 
cord, Mass.,  June  9, 1810,  by  General  Wil- 
liam Hiklreth  to  J.  Richardson,  Book  1S8 
page  4S9. 

Prior  to  his  election  in  1S09  as  high  sheriff 
of  Middlesex  county,  hence  his  subsequent 
removal  to  Concord,  where  he  bought  half  an 
acre  of  land  and  built  a  new  house  near  to 
the  jail,  General  William  Hiklreth  built  in 
Dracut,  a  fine  large  mansion,  colonial  style, 
on  what  was  known  as  the  '"Jonathan  Tay- 
lor" lot  aud  which  lot  was,  at  one  time,  in- 
tended to  be  the  site  for  a  meeting  house. 
Jonathan  Taylor  married  Betty,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ephraim  Hiklreth,  jr.,  Oct.  25,  1761. 

It  is  said  that  Micah,  whose  habitation  was 
then  directly  across  the  "common"  traiuing 
ground  opposite  the  General's,  added  au  ad- 
ditional story  to  his  own  house  iu  order  not 
to  be  outdone  by  his  brother  as  regards  an 
imposing  residence. 

General  William  Hiklreth's  house  was  sub- 
sequently known  as  the  "Hanchet"  house, 
and  Lieut.  Micah's  residence  was,  for  many 
years,  the  house  of  Henry  Richardson  of 
Dracut. 

The  first  mention  that  is  made  of  General 
William  Hildreth  as  "of  Concord"  by  the 
Cambridge  records,  is  under  date  of  Juue  S, 
1810.  Ou  March  29, 1809,  the  publication  of 
marriage  between  General  William  Hil- 
dreth of  Dracut  aud  Miss  Mary  Shephard  of 
Hopkinton  was  recorded  by  the  town  clerk 
of  Dracut.  Page  347,  vol.  IV.  states  "Died 
Aug.  24, 1S02,  Addeline,  daughter  of  Colonel 
William  Hildreth  and  Elsa,  his  wife."  The 
lat'.er  name  should  probably  have  been  writ- 
ten "Alice." 

The  Cambridge  records  mentiou  the  sale, 
May  25,  1812,  by  William  Hildreth,  "Sheriff 
of  Middlesex,"  of  Concord,  of  certain  lands 
by  order  of  court  to  J.  Davis. 

He  died  at  Concord  Sept.  5,  1813,  having  an 
estate  valued  at  about  $12,000.  The  papers 
connected  with  his  estate  are  numbered  S014 
in  the  Middlesex  probate  office.  It  was  ad- 
ministrated upon  by  Mr.  Nathan  Barrett  of 
Coucord.  What  was  left  of  the  estate  was 
divided  between  the  following  heirs: 

Right  of  dower  to  his  wife  Mary,  who  re- 
tained his  epaulettes.  Second  son,  Thomas 
Jefferson    Hildreth;    eldest   daughter  Susan 


B. ;  youngest  daughter  Adeline;  Frederick 
Augusta  (who  assigned  his  interest  to  Na- 
than Barrett) ;  aud  daughter  Harriet,  wife  of 
Frederick  H.  Davis,  who  conveyed  her  right 
to  Win.  Minot. 

The  inventory  included:  Dracut  home- 
stead of  seven  acres;  two  dwelling  houses  in 
Dracut,  valued  at  $1803.  Thirty  acres  in 
Dracut  called  the  "Half  Moon"  lot;  20  acres 
on  "Marsh  hill,"  Dracut;  25  acres  wood  and 
meadow  called  the  "Wlnthrop  lot,"  2  acres 
adjoining  certain  land  of  Israel  Hildreth;  15 
acres  on  the  Dracut-Pelbam  road;  one-half 
of  40  acres  in  Gumpus,  Dracut,  the  other 
half  being  owned  by  Israel  Hildreth,  and  half 
an  acre  in  Concord  with  his  dwelling  house. 

His  personal  property  included  four  (4) 
swords;  one  pair  of  epaulettes  and  feather; 
one  silver  watch;  one  saddle  bridle,  mount- 
ings, pistols,  holsters  and  other  horse  equip- 
ments. 

The  swords  were  bought  at  auction,  by 
Frederick  Augustus  Hiklreth.  The  Dracut  re- 
cords note  tbe  birth,  Sept.  7,  1800,  and  the 
death,  Feb.  15,  1820,  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
son  of  Col.  Win.  Hildreth,  jr.  and  "Elsa"  his 
wife.  It  is  probable  that  "Elsa"  was  written 
for  "Alice,"  but  the  compiler  follows  the 
record. 

The  children  of  General  Wiliiam  Hildreth 
and  Susanna,  (Bed well)  his  wife,  were:  Wil- 
liam, July  3,  1787;  Susanna,  Feb.  10,  1789; 
Harriet,  Sept.  4,  1790;  Frederick  Augustus, 
Nov.  3,  1791.  His  children  by  "Elsa"  (prob- 
ably "Alice")  were,  Adeline,  April  26,  1802, 
(died  Aug.  24, 1802)  and  Thomas  Jefferson, 
born  Sept.  7, 1S00,  (died  Feb.  15,  1820.) 

JOSIAH  HILDRETH,  SR.  1710-1754. 
and 

LIEUT.  JOSLAH  HILDRETH,  JR.  1746. 

Josiah  Hildreth,  the  second  son  of  Major 
Ephraim  and  Mercy  (Parish)  Richardson 
Hildreth,  was  born  in  Chelmsford,  Feb.  14, 
1710;  was  married,  Dec.  20,  1740.  His  wife, 
Rebecca,  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Sarah  Wright.  He  died  in  Dracut  Aug.  7, 
1754.  Issue  of  this  marriage  were  Rebecca, 
Jan.  22,1741;  Miriam,  Mar.  7, 1743:  Hauuah, 
Nov.  6,  1744;  Josiah,  Jan.  17,  1716;  Olive, 
Jan.  29,  1748  and  John,  Oct.  14, 1750. 

Vol.  I,  page  301,  town  records  of  Dracut, 
refers  to  Mr.  Josiah  Hildreth  as  oue  of  the 
coutables    of   Dracut.    He   acted    as    town 
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clerk  Dec.  1747;  was  paid  £!•  Gc-  and  4d., 
Nov.  3,  '49,  for  work  and  material  on  the 
meetinghouse.  A  call  lor  a  town  meeting 
house.  A  call  for  a  town  meeting  Feb.  12, 
1749,  refers  to  certain  land  "near  Josiah  Hil- 
dretb's  house"  and  on  May  27,  1751,  his  mo- 
tion to  "lay  down  a  townway  and  accept  of 
another  way  as  laid  out  by  the  selectmen" 
was  voted. 

After  his  death,  the  widow,  Rebecca  Hil- 
dretb,  was  given  the  right  to  pass  to  her  hay 
meadow,  and  John  Taj  lor  required  to  give 
her  security  for  the  getting  and  securiug  her 
bay :  this  on  March  5, 1756. 

Page  219,  Vol.  II.,  town  records,  Ftb.  1G, 
17GS,  mentions  Josiah  Hildreth's  house  and 
barn,  "late  of  Dracut,  deceased."  On  Nov. 
2S,  1771,  the  daughter  Rebecca  married  Will- 
iam Baly  of  Audover.  Miri°m  Hildreth  and 
Joseph  Richardson  of  Pelham  were  married 
In  1764. 

LIEUT.  JOSIAH  HILDRETH. 

Josiah,  jr.,  born  Jau.  17,  1746,  and  Hannah 
Varnum  of  Dracut  were  married  July  9, 
1772;  she  died  Nov.  27, 1S06. 

He  began  bis  public  sevice  at  the  bottom 
ruug  of  tbe  ladder  in  the  old  fashioned  way, 
being  chosen  hog  constable  March  5,  1770; 
constable  of  the  town,  March  2,  1772,  and 
fence  viewer  March  1, 1773. 

Josiah  3rd  was  born  Feb.  19, 1773. 

On  April  19, 1775,  Josiah  Hildreth  was  a 
private  in  Captain  Peter  Coburn's  company 
of  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge's  regiment  of  Dra- 
cut minute-men  at  Lexington  and  Concord. 

He  re-enlisted  after  bearing  bis  part  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775.  The 
Dracut  compauy  is  said  to  have  retreated 
from  the  redoubt  on  that  occasion,  tiring 
stones  at  the  British  after  their  ammunition 
was  exhausted. 

Josiah  was  In  Captain  Joseph  B.  Varnum's 
company  of  Dracut  volunteer  in  Colonel 
Jonathan  Reade's  regiment  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  during  the  northern  campaign 
under  General  Gates.  He  fought  in  the 
battle  of  19th  of  Sept.  1777,  and  again  on  Oct. 
7th  following. 

The  victory  gained  by  the  Americans  on 
the  latter  date  resulted  in  the  surrender  of 
General  Burgoyne  with  all  his  army. 

This  important  result,  one  of  the  turning 
points   of  tbe  war,  having  been  attained,  Jo- 


siah Hildreth  bore  bis  part  in  marching  the 
British  prisoners  to  the  vicinity  of  Boston 
and  in  turning  over  tbe  large  amount  of  mili- 
tary stores  captured,  including  a  fine  train  of 
brass  artillery  and  five  thousand  stand  of 
arms;  after  which  he  returned  to  Dracut; 
received  £7  10s.  "for  aiding  the  taking  and 
capitulation  of  Gen.  Burgoyne,  and  £20  for 
mouey  he  paid  to  hire  men  into  the  service, 
and  £9  12->.  for  shirts  he  found  for  the  sol- 
diers;" page  507,  Vol.  II.,  town  records. 

Col.  Louis  Ansart  of  Dracut,  inspector 
general  of  the  foundries,  received  the 
orduance  and  ammunition  takeu  from  the 
British.  Josiah  Hildreth  hung  bh  musket 
over  the  mantle  piece  and  resumed  the  duties 
of  field  driver  to  which  position  he  had  been 
chosen  by  vote  of  the  general  town  meeting 
holders  March  3, 1777.  The  transition  from 
warlike  to  pastoral  pursuits  is  suggestive  of 
republican  simplicity, 

It  is  recorded  on  page  35,  Vol.  III.,  that 
Josiah  Hildreth  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Dracut  committee  of  correspondence  and 
inspection,  March  5,  17S1,  and  also  titbiug- 
man.  On  page  183,  June  4, 17*6,  be  is  re- 
ferred to  as  "Lieutenant."  After  Feb.  21, 
1788,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  he  was  recorded 
always  uuder  the  title  of  "Captain." 

He  signed  and  swore  to  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance on  April  2,  1787,  a  fac  simile  of  whicb 
constitutes  a  part  of  these  biographical 
sketches.  He  assisted  at  the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Solomon  Aiken,  Dracut,  Feb.  21,  178S; 
was  chosen  surveyor  of  town  ways  March  3, 
'88.  had  a  "Squadron"  Oct.  4,  1789;  school 
house  committee  Oct.  4,  '90  and '91;  aided 
building  of  the  meeting  house  in  1794;  was 
"proportioned"  to  the  4th  school  district 
April  2,  '98:  made  tithingman  March  4,  '99, 
and  again  ou  April  1,  1S05. 

Captain  Josiah  Hildreth  was  chosen  fish 
ward  March  3, 1S06;  fence  viewer,  March  2, 
'07,  and  reelected  March  5,  1S10;  March  4, 
1811,  and  Feb.  29, 1812. 

The  birth  of  Ephraim,  sou  of  Josiah  and 
Hannah  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  June  17.  17S3,  is 
made  of  record,  page  326,  Vol.  IV.,  and  on 
page  244,  fol.  V.,  July  1,  1SG2, 
the  marriage  of  the  latter  with  Elizabeth 
Harvey  of  Dracut  is  recorded.  The  couple 
last  named  lived  in  "New  Boston ;"  their 
children  were  E  iza,  Maria,  Ursula.  Harriet, 
Hannah,  Ephraim,  jr.,  and   "The  Twins," 
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baptismal  names  of  tbe  latter  unknown,  but 
who  are  remembered  by  Mrs.  Rowena  Hil- 
dreth Reade  as  having  been  always  called 
"Tbe  dear  robins."  Eliza  married  Thomas 
Spaff  jrd  3d  of  Pelbam,  N.  H.,  April  25, 1833. 

LIEUT.  MICAH  HILDRErH. 
1742-1S26. 

When  Mrs.  Rowena  Hildreth  Reade, 
widow  of  Henry  Reade,  deceased,  Lowell 
Mass.,  Aug.  2, 1S78,  was  asked  regarding  her 
first  impressions  of  Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth 
of  Dracut,  sbe  replied  as  follows: 

"He  was  a  gentleman  in  the  sense  that  he 
did  not  have  to  labor  for  a  living;  was  of 
dignified  appearance;  carried  a  gold  watch, 
something  unusual  seventy  years  ago;  lived 
in  what  was  afterwards  Mr.  Henry  Richard- 
son's house;  was  quite  a  notable  man;  an 
officer  during  tbe  Revolutionary  war.  Lived, 
during  tbe  latter  part  of  his  life,  with  Depu- 
ty Sheriff  Jos.  Butterfiekl  in  Tyngsborough, 
and  I  remember  well,  when,  in  1826,  my 
mother  told  me  that  Aunt  Lydia's  youngest 
sod,  Sam.  Hildreth,  had  discovered  his  body 
on  Marsh  hill.  The  cause  of  his  death  was 
believed  to  be  apoplexy,  brought  on  by  eat- 
ing grapes  at  Nat.  Peabody's." 

Micah  H'ldreth  was  the  eldest  sou  of  Gen" 
eral  William  Hildreth  and  Tabitha  (Colburn) 
his  wife;  was  born  in  Dracut  May  4,  1749; 
married  Sibyl  Coburn  of  Dracut,  July  1, 
1775. 

She  was  born  Sept.  21,  1754;  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Olive  Coburn;  she  died  Feb.  8, 
1787.    Micah  died  Sept.  25,  1826. 

Youngsters  of  30  years,  ouly,  were  not 
considered  steady  enough  to  be  chosen  by  the 
freeholders  of  Dracut  to  such  responsible 
positions  as  bogreeves,  field  drivers,  pound 
keepers,  etc.,  three  generations  ago.  The 
first  mention  that  is  made  iu  tbe  town  rec- 
ords, aside  from  the  birth  and  marriage  of 
Micah  Hildreth  is  page  525,  Vol.  II.,  Feb.  27, 
1779,  on  which  date  the  town  voted  to  pay 
"Lieutenant  Micah  Hildreth  1£.  13s.  for  one- 
half  bushel  of  corn  that  he  let  Richard 
Barker's  family  have." 

When  William  and  Josiah  Hildreth  went 
as  privates  with  Capt.  Peter  Coburu's  com- 
pany of  Dracut  minute-men  to  Lexington 
after  Paul  Re /ere  had  spread  the  alarm,  the 
"boy"  (26  yean  old),  Micah.  went  too,  and 
aided  to  give  the  British  a  hot  reception. 


Later  ou,  bis  name  is  found  on  tbe  muster 
roll  of  Col.  Ebeuezer  Bridge's  regiment  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  iu  the  siege  of  the 
Briti>h  army  iu  Boston,  iu  the  autumn  of  1775. 

Tbe  first  public  office  held  in  Dracut  by 
Lieut.  Micah  Hiidreth  was  on  March  5,  1781, 
on  which  date  he  was  chosen  to  be  a  member 
of  tbe  committee  of  safety,  correspondence 
and  inspection.  On  March  6th  of  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  chosen  to  "assist  the  other 
officers  in  raisiug  men  for  the  army,  ensuing 
year."  The  next  mentiou  of  his  name  was 
Dec.  19, 1783,  when  he  was  paid  £1  13s.  for 
boarding  the  school  teacher. 

When, Feb.  21,  1788,  the  council  and  dele- 
gates to  tne  church  were  formally  celebrat- 
ing the  ordination  of  Rev.  Mr.  Solomon 
Aiken  in  Dracut,  Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth  was 
chosen  doorkeeper. 

During  178S  and  '9  he  was  fish  ward,  and 
constable  iu  1790.  His  sigrature  to  tbe  oath 
of  allegiance  previously  subscribed  to  by 
William,  Israel,  Josiah  and  William  Hil- 
dreth, jr.,  was  appended  in  1790.  During 
1791,  the  town  of  Dracut  appoiuted  thirty, 
fish  wards.  The  list  included  the  most 
prominent  men  of  substance  iu  tbe  town. 
At  no  time  since  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth 
went,  Mar.  3, 1740,  to  get  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex to  approve  of  the  town  vote  regulat- 
ing the  fishing  iu  the  Merrimack  river  near 
Pawtucket  Falls,  had  there  been  such  a  num- 
ber of  fish  wards  appointed.  Fish  meant  food ; 
salmon  were  being  slain  by  poachers ;  shad  aud 
bass  were  being  taken  by  fly  nets;  sturgeon 
were  rare;  alewives  had  a  value  other  than 
to  fertilize  the  fields;  but,  worst  of  all  for 
Dracut,  tbe  corporation  then  and  now  known 
as  the  Locks  and  Canals  Co.  was  executing 
improvements  and  contemplating  other 
schemes  the  fulfillment  of  which  meant  the 
destruction  of  the  fisb.  So  thirty  fish  wards 
were  appointed  by  Dracut  in  the  vain  hope 
that  Che  march  of  manufacture  could  be 
stayed.  Lieut.  Micab  Hildreth  was  one  of 
the  fish  wards. 

From  1792  to  1795  he  was  town  treasurer. 
Page  42,  Vol.  3,  April  23,  1793,  gives  record 
of  proceedings  of  a  town  meeting  called  "to 
see  if  the  town  would  agree  to  build  a  meet- 
ing house  on  land  belouging  to  William  Hil- 
dreth, jr.  and  Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth  upon 
the  rise  of  land  about  ten,  rods  west  of 
the  town  pound. 
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The  entry  is  of  interest  now  chiefly  as  de- 
termining the  then  ownership  and  location  of 
the  Hildreth  brothers'  land. 

Lieut.  Micah  received  March_ll,.1794,  £1 
16s.  and  9d.  for  nails  used  for.the  meeting 
house,  Dracut.  An  order,  dated. Aug.  29, 
'94,  to  pay  Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth  for  his  ser- 
vices as  treasurer  £2,  8s.  was  signed  by  Lieut. 
Israel  Hildreth,  selectman  of  Dracut.  On 
page  173,  Vol.  IV.,  reference  is  made  to  a 
public  road  east  of  a  corner  of  Micah  Hil- 
dreth's  land.  He  furnished  the  third  district 
school  with  wood  in  1797  and  was  chosen 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures  March  5, 
1798.    In  1S00-1S03  he  was  fish  ward. 

By  reference  to  the  Middlesex  South  Dis- 
trict register  of  deeds  and  probate  office  at 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  the  following  data  is  ob- 
tained. 

In  book  126,  page  407,  Oct.  25,  1791,  Wm. 
Hildreth  mentions  Micah  as  his  son.  Pro- 
bate office  file  No.  7995  shows  that  wheu 
Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth  died,  his  son  David 
was  not  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts; in  fact  none  of  the  other  heirs  were, 
aud  no  effort  has  been  made  by  the  compi'er 
to  trace  them. 

MAJOR   WILLIAM  HILDRETH.— 1723. 

By  the  entry  on  page  237,  Vol.  I,  town 
records  of  Dracut,  Mass.,  it  is  found  that 
William,  sixth  sou  of  Major  Ephraim  and 
Mercy  (ParislO  llicbard>on  Hildreth  was 
born  in  Dracut,  Aug.  30,  1723. 

On  March  16,  1746,  he  was  chosen  consta- 
ble and  surveyor  and  measurer  of  limber. 
His  marriage  with  Tabitba  Colburn  of  Dra- 
cut was  recorded  Nov.  7,  1747.  Follow  iug 
this  announcement  comes  one,  dated  Dec. 
23,  1747,  that  William  Hildreth 'Hook  up  as 
strayed  in  Dracut,  a  certain  red  steer."  For 
attendance  at  court  at  Concord,  on  business 
for  the  town,  accompanied  by  his  brother 
Elijah,  Dec.  30,  '47,  he  was  paid  10s.  and  6  I. 

He  identified  himself  with  the  local  military 
organization  and  was  commissioned  ensign, 
January  1,  1749. 

The  first  mention  made  of  him  under  this 
military  rank  was  iu  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  town  meeting,  holdeu  that 
date,  wbeieof  Ensign  William  Hildreth  was 
moderator.  He  was.designated  by  this  title 
in  fuluie  proceedings,  records,  etc.,  until 
promoted  major    iu    1776.    In    almost   ludi- 


crous contrast,  March  5,  1749,  he  was  chosen 
hog  reeves  and  deer  reeves  on  March  4,  1750, 
for  the  town  of  Dracut. 

The  high  esteem  in  which  military  offices 
and  titles  were  held  iu  the  early  days  is  at- 
tested to  by  two  facts :  first,  the  tenacity 
with  which  their  possessor  clung  to  them, 
and,  second,  the  Massachusstts  Archives, 
which  include  petitions  for  military  prefer- 
ment addressed  to  the  honorable  governor 
and  council  sitting  in  Boston.  In  one  in- 
stance, a  record  has  been  seen  by  the  compil- 
er of  this  sketch,  wherein  William  Boss  of 
Concord,  Mass.,  made  application  for  pro- 
motion to  the  grade  above  that  of  ensign,  he 
having  held  tha'  rank  for  "nearly  twenty 
years  aud  beiug  65  years  old." 

Promotion  in  the  regular  army  In  these 
days  is  even  slower.  Philip  Reade  of  Low- 
ell was  commissioned  iu  the  permauent  mil- 
itary establishment  as  Second  Lieutenant, 
Third  United  states  infantry,  May  13,  1S67. 
He  was  not  promoted  until  Dec.  S,  1S7S,  and 
only  attained  the  full  rank  of  captain  Nov. 
13, 1SS9. 

In  the  colonial  period,  officers  were  re- 
quired to  be  church  members.  When 
William  Hik'reth  was  appointed  ensign,  the 
territorial  area  of  Dracut  was  sufficient  to 
make  a  German  Duchy,  and  its  old  settlers 
were  as  respectable,  even  if  less  known, 
than  at  the  present  time,  wheu  the  staid  old 
town  has  become  notorious  through  the 
newspaper  accounts  of  its  $$000.00  liquor 
license  aud  its  swill  houses. 

Ensigu  William  H'ldreth's  great  grand- 
father, Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth  of 
Chelmsford,  Mass.,  was  given  permission, 
May,  17,  1658,  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  It 
is  believed  that  his  great  grandson,  William, 
opened  a  store  in  Dracut  in  1749,  ascntiy 
exists  of  materials  sold  by  him  for  the  meet- 
ing house  during  that  year. 

On  Dec  .  13,  1749,  he  aud  two  others 
recieved  fi/e  pounds  "for  building  a  pound 
near  the  house  of  Ephraim  Hildreth."  This 
pound  still  exists  in  Dracut. 

Twelve  years  after  the  death  of  Major 
Ephraim  Hildreth,  his  son,  Ensign  William, 
in  conjunction  with  his  brothers  Ephraim 
and  Elijab,deeded  certain  land  to  the  town  of 
Dracut,  "to  confirm  our  honored  father's 
promise,  verbally  made,  relating  to  the 
burying    place,    now  in   use    iu   Dracut,  to 
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which  track  of  laud  there  hath  as    yet  been 
do  title,"  etc.  Nov.  17, 1752. 

The  grave  stones  of  Major  Ephraim,  wife 
Mercy  and  son  Zacharlah,  now  stand  in  a 
portion  of  that  tract. 

During  the  next  twelve  years,  William 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  offices  of  fence  viewer, 
surveyor  of  highways  and  of  lumber,  sec- 
ond selectmen  and  assessor  of  the  town  of 
Dracut.  He  was  paid  eight  pence,  for  help- 
ing Elijah  Hildreth  take  care  of  Asa  Kimball, 
"at  the  time  of  his  sickness  with  small  pox,'' 
in  February  1761. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Parker's  death  necessi- 
tated a  journey  by  William  Hildreth  to  Bos- 
ton to  provide  for  the  funeral;  ajourney  to 
Littleton  "to  get  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Rogers  to 
attend  the  obsequies"  and  the  purchase  of  a 
coffin;  all  of  which  services  and  expendi- 
tures were  defrayed  by  the  town  of  Dracut, 
including  an  item  of  £9  14s.  and  5d.  paid 
William  Hildreth  "for  entertaining  ministers 
and  horses  at  the  time  that  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Parker  was  called  from  his  woik,"  Jan.  29, 
1766- 

William  Hildreth,  jr.,  born  Nov.  16, 1757, 
son  of  Major  Wm.  Hildreth,  was  chosen  town 
clerk  of  Dracut,  March  3,  1788.  His  father 
had  been  annually  re-elected  to  that  position 
since  1769.  After  the  date  last  named, 
Major  William  Hildreth  and  General  William 
Hildreth,  jr.,  appear  upon  almost  every  pafe 
of  the  town  records.  On  July  3,  1787,  Wil- 
liam 3d,  son  of  latter,  and  grandson  of  the 
former,  appears. 

During  the  years  immediately  preceding 
the  conflict  that  cost  England  her  American 
colonies,  the  proceedings  of  the  Dracut  an- 
nual town  meetings  were  devoted  to  such 
homely  questions  as  to  "whether  Swine 
should  be  permitted  to  go  at  large;"  or  the 
"choosing  of  a  certain  number  of  persons  to 
set  the  Psalm  in  the  MeetiDg  House;  or  "to" 
see  if  the  town  would  appoint,  or  constitute, 
any  number  of  seats  in  the  meeting  house 
and  seat  some  of  the  best  singers  of  said 
town  therein." 

The  records  of  the  period  show  that  Will- 
iam Hildreth  was  chosen  town  clerk,  Sept. 
4, 1769,  in  place  of  his  brother  Ephraim  Hil- 
dreth and  that  he  was  voted  a  salary  of  ten 
shillings  (10s.)  per  anuum  for  services  in 
that  capacity.  In  1772,  he  signed  a  call  for  a 
town  meeting   to   "consider   some  'method 


most  proper  to  perpetuate  and  Increase 
alewifes  in  the  several  streams  and  ponds  in 
Dracut."  He  was  re-elected  fence  viewer 
and  chosen  surveyor  of  the  highways'" 

The  junction  of  Beaver  Brook  with  the 
Merrimack  forms  a  considerable  sheet  of 
water,  formerly  much  larger  than  at  present, 
at  the  foot  of  the  falls  where  the  Rev.  John 
Eliot  preached  to  the  Indians  in  1647,  called* 
in  William  Hildreth's  day,  "Pawtucket 
pond."  Great  quantities  of  sulmou,  shad, 
alewives  and  some  sturgeon  were  taken 
there.  The  poMtion  of  fish  warden  was  a 
lucrative  and  important  one,  once  filled  by 
the  most  prominent  property  owners. 

The  part  and  sacrifice  of  Dracut  in  the 
war  for  independence  was  commensurate 
with  her  number  of  ratable  polls  and  proper- 
ty. Many  men  enlisted  in  the  Massachusetts 
regiments  before  the  Continental  army  was 
formed,  and  afterwards  in  the  Massachusetts 
line  in  the  Continental  service.  Wherever 
these  regiments  marched,  Dracut  was  repre- 
sented. 

Some  abbreviated  extracts  from  Volume 
II,  town  records,  beginning  with  page  457, 
are  given  in  order  to  throw  a  little  light  upon 
the  part  that  William  Hildreth  played  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

A  committee  of  correspondence,  inspec- 
tion and  safety  was  formed  January  12,  1775, 
with  William  Hildreth  as  one  of  its  members 
"for  the  purpose  of  communicating  and  se- 
curing an  interchange  of  views  upon  the  . 
great  questions  which  were  agitating  the 
public  mind."  It  will  be  noted  that  this  was 
nineteen  days  before  the  Provincial  Congress 
met  at  Cambridge. 

The  committee  of  inspection  was  to  "ex- 
amine into  and  report  upon  the  quantity, 
nature  and  condition  of  military  stores  and 
ordnance  material,  arms  and  equipment  on 
hand,  or  obtainable,  for  any  great  emergen- 
cy. Report  regarding  same  to  be  made  to 
town." 

About  four  months  later,  the  town  ap- 
propriated £12  with  which  to  pay  for  bay- 
onets, lead  for  bullets  and  flints  for  muskets 
for  the  minutemen  who  were  required  to  be 
trained  as  soldiers,  one  half  a  day  of  each 
week  for  ten  weeks,  "unless  the  last  a'-t  of 
Parliament,  the  Boston  Port  bill,  shall  be 
repealed." 

The  regal    form    of    warrants,"  beginning 
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with,  "Iu  His  Majesty's  Name."  etc.,  and 
ending  with,  "Iu  the  16lh  year  of  His  Majes- 
ty's reign,"  was  changed  io  the  writs  made 
returnable  by  the  coustables  of  Dracut  to 
read :  "Iu  the  name  of  the  people  of  the 
Slate  of  Massachusetts,*'  and  ended  with: 
"In  the  name  of  the  Government  and  Peo- 
ple of  the  Slate  of  Massachusetts." 

Major  William  Hildreth  was  chosen  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  inspection  and  cor- 
respondence, Dracut,  March  2,  1776.  On 
April  19,  1775,  he  aud  his  son  Micah,  and  his 
nephew,  Josiah  Hildreth,  jr.,  marched  to 
Lexington  in  Captain  Peter  Coburn's  com- 
pany of  Dracut  minute-men,  Col.  Ebenezer 
Bridge's  regiment.  The  entire  company,  51 
men  in  all,  mostly  composed  of  Dracut  min- 
ute-men, was  hotly  engaged  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775. 

On  October  14,  1770,  William  Hildreth's 
signature,  as  town  clerk  of  Dracut,  is  found 
appended  to  a  resolution  of  that  date  by  the 
people  renouucing  allegiance  to  the  British 
Crown  and  favoring  a  constitutional  form  of 
government  for  Massachusetts,  such  as  the 
Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay  had  resolved  upon,  and  the  House 
Representatives  and  Council  should  "judge 
will  most  conduce  to  the  safety,  peace  and 
happiness  of  this  state  iu  all  after  successions 
and  generations;  subject  to  such  alteration 
as  this  state  hereafter  may  rind  to  be  of  con- 
venience and  necessity."  (Page  460,  Vol.  II, 
Parish  records.) 

The  New  Hampshire  Historical  society 
publisheJ  its  collections  in  1827.  From  Vol. 
II,  Article  VIII,  we  learn  that  a  joint  con- 
vention of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts members  of  committees  of  inspection, 
correspondence  and  safety  appointed  by  the 
resp?etive  towns  of  said  states,  met  Tuesday, 
Nov.  5, 1776  and  again  on  Nov.  26,  1776.  The 
representatives  of  Dracut  were  headed  by 
Major  William  Hildreth,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  first  named  date  state  that  it  was 
resolved  that  "Major  Hildreth  be  desired  to 
giv°  notice  to  the  towns,  or  committees,  of 
Tewksbury.  Billerica,  Bedford,  Concord, 
Acton,  Chelmsford,  Westford.  Grotou  and 
Dunstable,  that  they  may  send  agents  to 
meet  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  26,  1776,  in  conven- 
tion to  take  into  consideration  the  alarming 
situation  of  our  public  affairs  at  this  time  so 
discouragiug  to  the  continental   army,    upon 


which,  under  God,"  the  ^future    safety    and 
well  being  of  these  states  depend." 

The  convention  met  at  the  house  of  Major 
Joseph  Varuum  and  resulted  in  a  petition, 
signed  by  John  Bodwell,  chairman,  to  the 
Hon.  Council  aud  Hon.  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
assembled  at  Boston.  It  is  pleasing  to  here 
digress  sufficiently  to  note  'bat  Miss.Susanna 
Bodwell  and  William  Hildreth,  Jr.,  were 
married  Dec.  16, 17S6. 

In  1776,  the  women  folk  of  Dracut  spun 
their  own  flax  and  wool  into  good  servicea- 
ble cloth  which  they  colored  with  vegetable 
dyes,  and  made  into  garments.  Some  of 
them  rode  to  church  ou  horse  back,  some- 
times seated  behind  the  men. 

After  the  colonists  concluded  that  they  had 
millions  for  defence,  but  not  a  penny  for  trib- 
ute, the  old  fire-locks  used  in  the  French  war 
were  gotten  out  and  put  in  effective  order. 
In  Oct.  1774,  the  first  Provincial  Congress  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  safety  and  provided 
that  a  fourth  part  of  the  enrolled  militia 
should,  as  minute  men,  be  held  in  readiness 
for  instant  service.  Of  the  eighty-eight 
voters  of  Dracut,  fifty-one  went  into  the 
military  service  and  smelt  powder,  fighting 
the  English.  About  58  per  cent,  of  the  adult 
male  re-idents  Dore  arms  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  The  Hon.  Charles  D.  Palmer, 
who  has  served  Lowell  as  mayor  for  several 
terms,  informs  the  compiler  that  five  thou- 
sand Lowell  men  were  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  civil  war.  The  percentage  of 
Dracut  Revolutionary  heroes  bears  favorable 
comparison  with  the  percentage  of  those 
from  Lowell  during  the  rebellion. 

Page  470,  Vol.  II,  Dracut  records,  chroni- 
cles the  fact  that  on  Feb.  17, 1777,  Major 
William  Hildreth,  town  clerk,  signed  a  call 
for  a  meeliug  "To  see  if  the  town  will  come 
into  some  method  such  as  they  shall  think 
most  proper  for  the  raising  of  men  in  Dra- 
cut; for  recruiting  the  continental  army 
from  time  to  time  as  shall  be  occasiou  ;  aud 
to  come  into  some  method  for  adjusting  past 
service  and  turns  that  persons  have  done  in 
said  town  in  defence  of  their  country;"  also 
"To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  ,  town 
way  now  trod  from  Stony  Gutter  by  Will- 
iam Hildreth's  pasture." 

In  February,  1777,  the  town  paid  Lieut. 
Miles  Flint  and  Peter  Hazeltine  each  6s.    and 
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Sd.  "for  a  bayouet  and  scabbard  be  found 
himself  with  as  minute-men."  On  March  3, 
'77,  Wi'liam  Hildreth  was  re-elected  member 
of  committee  of  correspondence,  inspection 
and  safety.  March  31,  '77,  William  Hildreth 
was  chosen  moderator  of  a  town  meeting 
that  met  "to  see  what  method  said  town  will 
come  into  in  order  to  procure  aud  raise  the 
men  for  the  continental  army  during  the 
present  war  or  three  years."  At  this  meet- 
ing it  was  voted  by  Dracut  to  give  each  man 
that  should  engage  and  enlist  into  the  con- 
tinental army  during  the  war  or  three  years, 
£30,  exclusive  of  the  continental  and  state 
bounty  to  such.  Mnjor  William  Hildreth  was 
chosen  one  of  the  committee  men  to  adjust 
past  military  services  that  any  and  every 
person  had  done  in  said  town  during  the  war 
up  to  that  date.  On  April  3.1  of  this  year, 
Elijth  Hildreth,  brother  of  Major  Wm.  Hil- 
dreth, senior,  sold  to  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth, 
his  son,  for  £300,  certaiu  lands  in  Dracut. 
The  deed  is  recorded  Book  80,  page  2. 

Towu  Clerk  William  Hildreth  certified  to 
a  call  for  a  town  meeting,  Jan.  26, 1778,  for 
action  upon  proposed  articles  of  confedera- 
tion and  perpetual  union  proposed  by  the 
honorable  continental  Congress  to  these  in- 
dependent states.  On  February  2,  '78,  he 
records  that  they  "Having  been  laid  before 
the  town,  were  distinctly  read  and  maturely 
considered;  wherefor:  Resolved  that  the  said 
articles  appear  to  be  weil  adapted  to  establish 
the  union  of  the  said  states  and  to  confirm 
their  mutual  friendship  and  establish  free- 
dom and  Independence  and  promote  their 
general  welfare,  and  the  representative  of 
this  town  is  hereby  instructed  to  give  his 
vote  in  the  general  assembly  that  the  dele- 
gates of  this  state  may  be  authorized  to  rati- 
fy the  said  articles  of  confederation  that 
the  same  may  become  conclusive." 

During  that  month,  Dracut  agreed  to  "give 
a  donation  to  each  continental  soldier  that 
went  into  the  continental  army  for  the  town 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  1  pair 
shoes,  ditto  stockings,  aud  two  shirts,"— $600 
being  raised  to  purchase  the  aforesaid  arti- 
cles. P.  489,  Vol.  II.  Immediately  preceding 
this  liberal  and  patriotic  gratuity  is  a  deci- 
sion of  the  town  meeting  to  pay  Ezekiel 
Hale,  junior,  six  shillings  "for  his  locking 
and  unlocking  the  meeting  house  and  carry- 
ing the  S.  Basen    almost    two   years."  ^  This 


payment  was  made  upon  the  same  date  that 
Wm.  Hildreth  certified  to  an  order  for  com- 
pensation to  a  man  for  carrying  powder 
from  Andover  to  the  powder  mill.  On 
April  28,  1781,  Susanuah  Hale,  daughter  of 
Captain  Ezekiel  Hale,  and  Lieut.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth were  married.  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth 
wrs  a  child  by  this  marriage. 

On  May  2, 1778,  he  made  certain  entries 
regarding  the  alarm  list  and  training  band  of 
Dracut  and  signed  a  call  for  a  town  meeting 
"to  engage  men  to  re-enforce  the  continental 
army  and  adjudge  what  each  man  shall  be 
allowed  for  services  in  the  present  war;  also 
to  raise  men  to  go  into  the  "army." 

The  secret  expedition  from  Massachusetts 
to  drive  the  British  out  of  Newport,  R.  I., 
failed  in  the  fall  of  1777,  but  was  revived 
again  in  August,  '78,  when  two  thousand 
men  from  Massachusetts  were  ordered  out 
to  re-enforce  Gen.  Sullivan,  then  in  Rhode 
jslaud  with  amoogothers,  one  thousand  of 
the  militia  of  Massachutetts.  To  meet  this  new 
draft,  Dracut,  September,  1,  1778,  so  William 
Hildreth's  records  say, — "raised  £1535, 10s. 
to  pay  the  nine  months,  eight  mos.,  six  mos., 
and  six  weeks  men  that  went  into  the  ser- 
vices the  summer  past."  At  this  meeting, 
the  militia  officers  were  empowered  to  "act 
as  committeemen  to  raise  the  men  in  this 
town  at  as  cheap  a  wage  as  they  cau  get 
them  and  to  draw  the  money  therefor  out  of 
the  treasury." 

History  tells  us  of  the  disasters  that  befell 
Count  D'Estaing's  fleet;  the  fatalities  due  to 
privation;  unsuccessful  fighting  of  the 
Americans;  and  ffual  withdrawal  of  our 
troops. 

William  Hildreth  was  paid  £20  Febru- 
ary, 9,  1779,  (Page  521.  Vol.  II.)  reimburs- 
merit  for  mouey  he  had  paid  "to  hire  men 
to  go  into  service  for  the  year  1778." 

The  town  records  of  Dracut  for  1779  are 
almost  exclusively  of  a  financial  and  military 
nature.  The  hand  writing  of  Wm.  Hildreth 
shows  that  a  war  assessment  of  £2660  was 
made  February  9th  and  paid  out  to  the  sol- 
diers of  Dracut  who  had  "gone  to  Rhode 
Island,  or  North  river,  or  Valley  Forge,  or 
to  fight  Burgoyne." 

The  limits  of  this  sketch  ailow  of  the  men- 
tion only.  The  historic  names  are  sugges- 
tive. Lieut.  Josiah  Hildreth,  William's 
nenhew,  was  in  Capt.  Joseph    B.    Varnum'a 
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company  of  Dracut  volunteers,  (regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  Jonathan  Reade),  Massa- 
chusetts troops  at  Saratoga  under  Gen.  Gates, 
September  and  October,  1777;  and  the 
records  of  Dracut  show  that  he  was  paid  £7, 
10  s.,  February  9, '79, "for  aiding,  takiug  and 
capitulating  Gen.  Burgoyue." 

It  is  recorded  on  page  513,  Vol.  II.,  Dracut 
racords,  February  10,  177*,  that  Elijih  Hil- 
dreth  was  paid  £14:  for  doing  military  duty 
the  summer  of  1778. 

It  has  already  been  stated  in  these  sketches 
that  Elijah  and  William  were  the  sons  of 
Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  (born  1G30;  diad, 
Dracut,  1740)  and  from  whom  we,  who  are 
fifth  in  desceut,  are  genealogically  extracted. 
The  Josiab.  above  referred  to,  was  the  sou 
of  Josiah,  one  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth's 
sons. 

When  William  Hildreth  was  re-elected 
towu  clerk,  March,  1780,  for  eusuing  year,  he 
was  paid  £15  for  his  services  in  that  capaci- 
ty the  preceding  year,  and  he  proceeded  to 
issue  a  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  to  pre- 
pare for  the  ''choosing  of  a  governor, lieuten- 
ant-governor, councelor  and  senator  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  late  frame  of  gov- 
ernment." 

At  that  time,  £15  were  equivalent  to  10 
shillings,  old  rates,  and  such  was  the  depre- 
ciation wheu  John  Hancock  was  elected  gov- 
ernor, 1780.  It  is  not  surprising  to  read, 
page  14,  Vol.  III.,  that  Dracut  found  It  nec- 
essary to  call  another  town  meeting  "to  see 
what  niithod  the  town  will  come  into  to  raise 
men  for  three  years,  or  duriug  the  war, 
either  by  raising  mouey.  or  other  ways." 

On  March  3,  1781,  Town  Clerk  Wiiliam 
Hildreth  was  paid  £00,  paper  money,  for 
his  services,  as  such,  the  preceding  year.  On 
this  date  "Mr."  William  Hildreth,  so  his 
father,  William,  senior,  records  it,  was 
"chosen  a  member  of  the  committee  to  pro- 
cure and  agree  with  the  men  required  of  the 
town  by  the  General  Court  for  three  years, 
or  duriug  the  war  at  the  cost  and  charges  of 
said  town." 

ROBERT  HILDRETH.  (A.  D.  1713-1756.) 
Third  son    of    Major    Ephraim    Hildreth, 

born,  Dracut,  May  18,  1713,    married    Sarah 

Abbott  of  Andover,  Nov.  15. 

CHILDREN  OF  ROBERT  AND  SARAH. 
Sarah,  born  Dracut,  August  31,  1735.    She 


married  Simeon  Wool  of  Dracut,  November 
16.  1754. 

Bridget,  born  Dracut,  May  16,  1737.  S!ie 
married  E'ez:r  Cjburn  of  Dracut,  November 
1,  1760. 

Robert,  born  Dra2Ut,  March  7,  1739.  Died, 
Dracut,  August  17,  1741. 

Robert  jr.,  boru  Dracut,  February  23,  1740. 

Paul,  boru  D.'acut,  October  5,  1746. 

Susanna,  boru  in  Dracut,  December  5, 
1748. 

P.  26S,  V.  II.,  B.'njamiu,  boru  in  Dra- 
cut, January  23,  1754. 

lu  another  warrant,  dated  March  20,  1748, 
the  Robert  Hildreth  "Homestead"  is  referred 
to  In  a  document  prepared  by  the  Dracut 
and  committee;  and  mentiou  is  made  on  the 
5th  of  March,  the  following  year,  of  a  road 
leading  from  "Robert  Hildreth's  ferry  to 
Rob't  Wright's  house." 

He  was  chosen  deer  reeve  March  5,  1749, 
and,  duriug  that  and  the  following  year,  was 
paid  various  indicated  sums  for  work,  slit- 
work  and  material  for  the  meeting  house. 
His  quarterly  coutributiou,  November  3, 
1749,  for  the  meeting  hou«e,  was  £2  5s.  and 
9J.  On  October  31,  '49,  he  was  chosen  a 
committeeman  to  sell  towu  rights  of  Dracut. 
to  the  ministry  of  Pelham.  On  May  22, 
'52,  he  was  chosen  a  committeeman  "to  buy, 
or  purchase,  a  ministry  for  Dracut." 

Twelve  shillings  was  ordered  paid  him, 
December  4,  1752,  "for  entertainiug  the 
selectmeu  five  days  when  they  were  making 
rates." 

The  !a.-t  entry  of  his  name  In  the  town  re- 
cords of  Dracut.  was  on  December  8,  1756, 
when  "Robert  Hildreth's  wife  Sarah  was 
ordered  paid  £1  14s.  and  81.  for  keeping  the 
town  schools  in  Dracut  two  months." 

PAUL  HlLDRE  TH.     (A.  D.  1746  to ) 

When  General  Benj.  F.  Butler  was  a  young 
man,  he  used  to  talk  genealogy  with  Lieut. 
Israel  Hildreth,  whose  grand-daughter,  Sarah, 
became  Mrs.  Butler,  May  16,  1844. 

General  Butler  states  that  Paul  Hildreth, 
sou  of  Robert,  grandson  of  Major  Ephraim 
Hildreth  of  Dracut,  and  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 5,  1746,  was  the  first  settler  of  Lewis- 
ton,  Androscosgin  Co.,  Maiue,at  which  place 
he  built  his  log  house  in  1770,  and  of  which 
village  he  was  a  resident  in  1788,  being  also 
a  resident  of  Lewiston  on  t'ae  date  when  the 
towu  was  incorporated,  Feb.  18,  1795. 
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Paul  Hlidreth  is  stated  by  Gen.  Butler  to 
have  been  a  great  hunter,  an  accurate  shot, 
feared  by  the  male  Indians,  possessed  of  a 
roving  disposition  but  of  studious  habits. 

In  1770  the  waters  of  the  Androscoggin  at 
Lewlston  tumbled  over  missive  rocks  and 
surged  through  narrow  passes,  rushing  over 
perpendicular  falls  about  a  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  surface  below.  The 
river  was  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards  wide  and 
never  fordable  at  the  point  where  Paul 
Hlidreth  made  his  island  home.  Access  to 
the  ishncl  could  only  ba  had  by  a  Iroit 
management  and  skill  In  steering  a  boat 
down  the  rapid-*.  To  miss  the  Islaud  meant 
to  be  swept  over  the  falls. 

Paul  navigited  his  way  to  the  Pejepscot 
region.  The  route  by  which  he  went  from 
Dracut  to  the  Twenty  Mile  falls  of  Lewis- 
tin  was  aloug  the  entire  leugth  of  the  Merri- 
mack from  where  Central  bridge  now  stands 
to  Newburypjrt  by  boa' ;  thence  in  tow  of 
a  saillDg  vessel  to  Harraseket  (now  Free- 
port,  Me.) ;  thence  by  portages  through  the 
forest  to  Rayalstowu  (now  Durham)  whence 
his  boat  was  again  committed  to  the  water, 
and  by  hauling  by  the  great  rips,  he  arrived 
at  Twenty  Mile  Falls  in  safety. 

In  1771  he  was  joined  bv  David  Pettengell 
and  one  of  the  Dracut  Varuums;  also  by  a 
man  from  New  Gloucester.  During  this 
year  Paul  Hildreth,guided  by  the  water  route 
indicated  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Jackson  Harris  of 
Dracut,  who  afterwards  set  up  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  In  the  then  wilderness  of  Lewlston 
and  so  gave  the  name  to  Han  is  Falls. 

B;fore  Paul  Hildreth's  marriage,  the  island 
was  his  home  by  night.  He  used  to  read  or 
study  and  his  candle  light  was  the  beacon 
to  guide  any  dusky  visitors  not  afrail  to  risk 
the  dangers  of  the  rapids. 

On  one  occasion,  an  In  lian  maiden  warned 
him  of  a  plan  of  certain  Pejepscots  to  mur- 
der him.  They  were  jealous  of  his  success  in 
killing  otter  and  so  determined  to  silently 
float  down  to  his  island  home  and  »lay  him 
as  he  read  or  slept. 

The  Iudlaus  were  swept  over  the  falls  in 
the  attempt  and  heard  of  no  more,  for  Paul 
Hildreth  anchored  his  boat  haviug  a  burniug 
lantern  displayed  in  it,  at  the  sime  time  ex- 
tinguishing his  cabin  light.  The  fejepscots 
mistook  the  moored  light  In  the  darkness. 
Paul  was  shrewd  enough  to  restore  his    boat 


to  its  accustomed  place,  after  the  casualty, 
and  to  hold  his  tongue,  thus  Inspiring  the 
tribe  with  the  belief  that  he  bore  a  charmed 
life. 

The  first  mention  that  is  made  of  Robert 
Hildreth  in  the  town  records  is  under  date 
of  Janunry  9,  1733,  at  which  time  he  wit- 
nessed and  cerified  to  the  act  of  his  father, 
Major  Ephraim  Hillreth,  selectman,  in  re- 
newing the  line  between  Dracut  and  Methueu. 

On  March  29,  1733,  Robert  was  chosen 
reeve  of  Dracut;  on  March  3,  '39,  fence 
viewer;  on  March  8,  '41,  and  again  on  March 

I,  '42,  surveyor  of  highways  for  the  easterly 
end  of  Dracut.  The  la-*t  appointment  was 
renewed  March  1L,  1744.  Uuder  Major 
Ephraim  Hil  Ireth's  will,  probated  1740,  it 
appears  that  property  hid  been  siveu  by  him 
during  his  lifetime  to  his  son  Robert.  No- 
tice was  given  October  6, 1737,  by  Robert 
Hildreth  that  he  had  "taken  up  iu  damige 
fesant  and  impounded,  a  bay  mare,"  and, 
again,  on  November  19,  '48,  "acertaiu  brown 
cow." 

In  a  warrant  drawn  February  27,  1748, 
Dracut,  '-Robert  Hildreth's  Ferr>"  is  men- 
tioned ;  this  is  repeated- October  9,  '49,  and 
again  "In  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  Majes- 
ty's reign,"  on  May  8, 1852. 

Other  descendants  of  the  Mijor  Ephraim 
Hildreth  branch  of  the  Dracut  famiiy  live  in 
Rumfoid,  Oxford  county,  Maine. 

They  spring  from  the  following  namad  sis- 
ters of  Dr.  Israel  Hil  Ireth: 
Susannih,dauihtr  of  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth, 
and  Susinnah  (Hile),  his  wife,  born  October 

II,  1783;  married  Moses  Fletcher  of  Chelms- 
ford, December  29, 1803;  lived  and  died  in 
Hartford,  Maine.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
"Squire"  Israel  Hildreth  and  Susannah 
(Hale)  his  wife,  born  May  23,  1793;  mar- 
ried Jeremiah  Kidder  jr.,  of  Tewksbury, 
February  2,  1815;  and,  after  his  death  mar- 
ried Phineas  Wood  esq.,  of  Rumford,  Me., 
February  24, 1821. 

The  remaining  sister  of  Dr.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth, Lydia,  born  April  16,  17S0;  married 
Captaiu  Samuel  Hildreth,  son  of  Capt.  Jo- 
siah  Hildreth,  November  10, 1803. 

LEVI  HILDRETH.    (A.  D.  1726  ) 

Seventh  son  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth. 
Born  Dracut,  October  13,  1726.  Married 
Mary  Clemens  of  Dracut,  December  13, 
1746. 
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CHILDREN. 

Zicbariab,  son  of  Levi  Hildreth  and  Mary, 
his  wife,  born  Dracut,  December  5,  1747. 

By  the  terras  of  Major  Ephraim  Hlldreth's 
will,  probated  in  1740.  No.  7963,  Cambridge  , 
Levi  shared  with  his  elder  brothers,  Thomas 
aDd  William,  and  wilh  bis  youngor  brother, 
Elijah,  in  the  apportionment  and  distribu- 
tion of  his  father's  estate. 

The  town  records  of  Dracut  make  no  meu- 
tlon  of  his  name  at  a  later  date  than  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1750. 

He  was  chosen  field  driver  of  Dracut 
March  21,  1747.  On  April  15,  1748,  he,  with 
thirty  others,  signed  a  petition  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  for  a  meeting  house  to 
staud  at  the  south  west  corner  of  John 
Bower's  homestead  lot  in  Dracut.  November 
3,  1749,  he  contributed  nine  shillings  to  the 
meetiug  house  and  was  paid  that  year  six 
shillings  and  seven  peuce  for  worK  done  aud 
material  furnished  the  meeting  house. 

The  last  mention  of  his  name  In  the  ar- 
chives of  Dracut  is  under  date  of  February  12, 
1750,  when  he  was  paid  twelve  shillings  for 
laying  joists  of  the  meeting  house. 

These  eutries  are  included  between  pages 
297  and  320,  Vol.  1,  town  records.  Even 
more  brief  is  the  record  of  Zachariah,  fourth 
son  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  and  Mercy 
(Parish  Richardson)  Hildreth. 

Zachariah  was  born  in  Dracut  September 
26,  1718;  hence  was  twenty-two  years  old 
when  his  father  died.  The  will  of  Majjr 
Ephraim  above  referred  to,  made  provision 
for  him  in  conjunction  with  his  brothers, 
Ephraim,  jr.,  Robert  and  Joslab,  to  all  of 
whom  property  had  been  aiven  by  the  maj  ;r 
during  his  lifetime. 

The  records  of  the  town  of  Dracut,  Prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts,  show  that  on  Jauua- 
ry  2, 1744,  Z  ichariah  united  with  others  in 
an  application  to  the  selectmen  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  freeholders  to  see  if  the  town 
would  vote  to  build  a  meetiug  house. 

There  is  no  other  mention  of  his  name  un- 
til the  record  of  his  death,  Dracut,  January 
10,  1745,  about  four  months  before  the  Mas- 
sachusetts soldiers  under  General  Pepperell, 
successfully  undertook  the  sipge  of  the  fort- 
ress of  Louisburg. 

Zicbariah's  grave  stone  and  final  resting 
place  is  beside  that  of  his  parents  in  the  Hil- 
dreth lot  of  the  old  Dracut  burying   ground. 


Of  the  eight  sors  of  Major  Ephraim  and 
Mercy  he  was  the  oniy  one  to  be  interred  be- 
side bis  father  and  mother;  probably  because 
the  only  one  who  died  unmarried. 

FOURTH  GENERATION. 
ELIJAH  HILDRETH.— 172S-1814. 

Elijah  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  Mass.,  born  May 
23,  1728,  was  the  youngest  son  of  Major 
Ephraim  and  Mercy  (Parish  Richardson) 
Hildreth.  His  death,  May  14,  1814,  is  re- 
corded on  page  142,  Vol.  V.,  Dracut  town  rec- 
ords. 

He  was  married  three  times,  his  wives 
btiug  Miss  Hannah  Colburn  of  Dracut,  Miss 
Susanna  Barker  of  Methuen,  aud  Mis.  Han- 
nah (Richanlsou)  Coburn  of  Dracut,  widow 
of  Joshua  Coburn. 

The  town  records  of  Dracut  give  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Page  305,  Vol.  L,  EIMah  Hildreth  and 
Hanuah  Colburn,  married  December  27, 
1746. 

Page  269,  Vol.  II.,  Jeremiah,  son  of  fore- 
going, born  March  3.  1748. 

Page  268,  Vol.  II.,  Hannah,  daughter  of 
foregoing,  born  May,  4,  1750. 

Page  269,  Vol.  II.,  Hannah,  wife  of  Elijah, 
died  May  11, 1753. 

Page  269,  Vol.  II.,  child  Jeremiah  died  No- 
vember 26, 1753. 

Page  269,  Vol.  II.,  child  Hannah  died  Feb- 
uary  23, 1755. 

Page  412,  Vol.  II.,  Elij  th  Hildreth  of  Dra- 
cut and  Susanna  Barker  of  Methuen,  married 
February  1,  '55. 

Page  272,  Vol.  II.,  Israel  Hildreth,  the  son 
of  El'jah  Hildreth  and  Susanua,  his  wife,  was 
born  October  13,  1755. 

Page  300,  Vol.  IV.,  Hauuab  Hildreth,  the 
daughter  of  Elijah  Hildreth  and  Susanna,  his 
wife,  was  born  October  15,  1757.  She  mar- 
ried Obadiah  Richardson  of  Dracut,  July  6, 
1775. 

Page  290,  Vol.  II.,  Susanna  Hildreth,  the 
daughter  of  Elijih  Hildreth  and  Susanna,  his 
wife,  was  born  September  30.  '64.  She  mar- 
ried   William  Richardson  of  Dracut  Nov.  23 

Page  291,  Vol.  II.,  Su-anna  Barker,  the 
wife  of  Elijah  Hildreth,  died  October  17,  '64. 

Page  419,  Vol.  II.,  Elijah  Hildreth  and 
Mrs.  Hannah  (Richardson)  Coburn  of  Dra- 
cut, married  June  1, 1765. 

Page  300,  Vol.  IT,  Hulda,  daughter  by  the 
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last  named,  born  February  2,  1766.    She  nev- 
er married. 

Page  371,  Vol.  IV.,  Hannah  (Richardson) 
Hildretb,  the  wife  of  Elijah  Hildreth  of  Dra- 
cut,  deceased  October  19. 1807. 

Ou  December  13,  1746,  Thomas  Hildreth 
and  Hannah  Coburn,  third,  were  published 
on  page  3J5,  Vol.  I.,  of  Dracut  records.  He 
was  Elijah's  brother.  A  child  by  this  mar- 
riage, born  June  10, 1752,  was  named  David. 
Our  ancestors  said  Coburn,  instead  of  Col- 
burn  and  Parris  Instead  of  Parish.  In  1S08, 
on  Dec.  1st,  a  child,  Israel,  was  born  unto 
Jane  Parker,  wife  of  Elijah  Hildreth,  jr.,  in 
Dracut.  Elijah,  jr.,  son  of  Lieut.  Israel  and 
Susanna  Hale,  was  born  iu  Dracut,  Oct.  3, 
1781.  He  and  Miss  Jane  Parker  of  Dracut 
were  married  March  12, 1803. 

This  similarity  of  names,  and  the  frequent 
mention  that  is  made  of  Hannah  Coburn,  or 
Colburn,  is,  at  first  sight,  misleading  and 
confusing.  Iu  order  to  establish  identity, 
we  digress  sufficiently  to  note  the  descent  of 
two  of  the  particular  persons  to  whom  this 
sketch  is  restricted,  quoting,  in  part,  from 
the  "History  of  Methuen"  by  Joseph  S. 
Howe,  1876,  and  from  pages  35,  40,  48  and  60 
of  the  "Richardson  Memorial"  by  John 
Adams  Vinton,  1876. 

Concerning  the  genealogy  of  Susanna 
(Barker)  Hildreth,  the  second  wife  of  Elijah 
Hildretb,  and  mother  of  Lieut.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth, the  town  records  of  Methuen,  March 
9,  1725,  mentions  Lieutenant  Stephen  Barker 
as  model  ator  of  a  meeting  whereat  Ebenezer 
Barker  was  chosen  selectman. 

On  October  6,  1774,  Isaac  Barker  was  en- 
rolled a  member  ot  the  first  military  com- 
pany raised  in  Methuen.  On  February  14, 
1775,  Joua.  Barker  was  a  sergeant  and  Peter 
Barker  a  private  in  Capt.  John  Davis's  com- 
pany of  Col.  Frye's  regimeut.  The  muster 
roll  of  Capt.  James  Mallou's  company  of 
Methuen,  1775,  included  Jesse  Barker.  Aft- 
er the  alarm  of  April  19, 1775,  Johu,  Stephen, 
Nebemiah  and  Jona.  B.trker,  jr.,  were  under 
the  military  command  of  Major  Samuel 
Bodwell.  At  the  battle  of  Concord,  Isaac 
Barker  fought  with  Captain  James  Jones's 
Methuen  company.  On  the  17th  of  June, 
1775,  Major  Jonatbau  Barker,  Sergeant  Pe- 
ter Barker  aud  Fifer  Samuel  Barker,  bore  a 
part  In  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
It  was  from  this  energetic  and  patriotic  Pu- 


ritan stock  that  Susanna  Barker,  the  mother 
of  "Justice"  Israel  Hildreth,  himself  of  fight- 
ing Revolutionary  fame,  came. 

Elijah  Hildreth  was  cousin  to  the  father  of 
bis  third  wife.  The  maiden  name  of  his  third 
wife  was  Hannah  Richardson.  She  was 
born  December  25,  1725;  died  October  19, 
1807. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Josiah  and 
Lydia  Richardson.  Her  father,  born  May 
5, 1691,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Lieut.  Josiah 
and  Mercy  (Parish)  Richardson  of  Chelms- 
ford. Her  mother,  Lvdia,  died  in  childbirth 
March  28, 1737.  Lieut.  Josiah  Richardson, 
born  May  18, 1665,  at  Chelmsford,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Capt.  Josiah  and  Remembrance 
(Underwood)  Richardson.  The  Captain  Jo- 
siah last  named  was  baptized  in  Charleston, 
November  7,  1635,  and  was  the  second  son  of 
Ezekial  Richardson,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1630  with  Wlutbrop  and  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  Woburn  in  1641. 

Page  209,  Vol.  I,  Dracut  town  records, 
shows  that  on  April  20,  1767,  the  widow 
Hannah  Coburn  was  administratrix  of  her 
late  husband,  Mr.  Joshua  Coburn,  deceased, 
formerly  town  constable.  It  is  noted  that 
she  was  then  designated  by  the  name  of  her 
first  husband.  Why  this  was  the  case,  does 
not  appear. 

Without  further  reference  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Elijah  with  the  first  Hannah,  or  at- 
tempt to  trace  that  branch  at  this  time,  we 
find  in  Vol.  II.,  Dracut  town  records,  the 
following  recorded  in  the  handwriting  of 
Ensign  Ephraim  Hildreth,  town  clerk, 
E'ijah's  brother,  viz: 

Page  272.  Vol.  II,  Israel  Hildreth  the  son 
of  Elijah  Hildreth  and  Susanna,  his  wife, 
born  October  13, 1755. 

Page  327,  Vol.  IV,  Hannah  Hildreth,  the 
daughter  of  Elijah  Hildreth  and  Susanna, 
his  wife,  boru  October  15. 1757. 

Page  290,  Vol.  II.,  Susanna  Hildretb,  the 
daughter  of  Elijah  Hildreth  and  Susauna, 
his  wife,  born  September  30,  1764. 

Page  291,  Vol.  II.,  Susannah  Hildreth,  the 
wife  of  Elijah  Hildreth,  deceased  October  17, 
1764. 

Page  300,  Vol.  II.,  Hulda  Hildreth,  the 
daughter  of  Elijah  HildretQ  and  Haunah,  his 
wife,  born  February  2,  1766. 

Hulda  Hildreth  was  thus  half  sister  to 
"Squire"  Israel  Hildreth.    She  lived  and  died 
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In  Ibe  old  homestead,  where  Rovvena,  eldest 
child  of  Dr.  Israel  Hlldreth,  was  bom. 
Rowena,  widow  of  Henry  Reade,  still  lives 
in  Lowell,  near  the  place  of  her  birth,  and 
tells  many  interesting  incidents  connected 
with  old  Huldah  whom  she  distinctly  remem" 
bers  as  a  very  useful,  industrious  person,  fond 
of  her  pipe,  and  disposed  to  prejudice  against 
any  one  related  to  an  individual  named 
AMjah  Reed. 

The  town  records  of  Dracut  make  uo  men- 
tion of  Elijah  Hlldreth  until  after  the  death, 
1740,  of  his  father,  Major  Ephraim.  Of  his 
older  brothers,  Ephraim  (died  Augusts,  1769)-, 
and  of  Major,  also  of  General  William  Hil- 
dreth, the  records  make  frequent  and  ex- 
tended mention.  Allusion  is  occasionally  made 
to  Elijah's  seniors:  Josiah,  Robert,  Zichariah, 
Thomas  and  Levi.  It  is  probable  that  the 
prominence  and  activity  of  Ephraim  and 
Willi:) m  in  particular,  rendered  Elijah's  po- 
sition the  usual  oue  of  a  younger  son,  "occa- 
sionally seen,  but  not  often  heard." 

On  December  3ft,  1747,  the  town  records 
of  Dracut  state  that  Elijah  Hildreth  was  paid 
ten  shillings  and  six  pence  for  attendance 
at  ye  court  at  Concord,  giving  evi- 
dence in  certain  school  matters.  On  the  20th 
of  March,  1748,  he,  by  the  vote  of  a  town 
meeting,  was  chosen  one  of  the  reeves  of 
Dracut.  In  those  days,  "Sheriff"  was  writ- 
ten "Shire-reeve." 

On  May  2G,  1740,  Elijah  Hildreth  is  stated 
by  the  town  records  to  have  paid  three  shill- 
ings and  four  pence  for  materials  furnished 
and  work  done  for  the  meeting  house. 

Ou  November  17,  17.V2.  three  of  the  sons  of 
Major  Ephraim  Hildreth,  viz:  Ensign 
Ephraim,  William  aud  Elijah,  "confirmed 
the  verbal  promise  of  their  houored  father" 
by  deeding  to  the  town  of  Dracut  a  tract  of 
l.iud  for  a  burying  place.  The  major  said: 
"Physically  speaking, 'it  is  appointed  unto 
all  men  once  to  die,  and,  after  death,  the 
burial.'  A  burying  place  is  an  inevitable  ad- 
junct of  society.  I  consent  to  give  unto  the, 
towu  of  Dracut  a  burying  place." 

This  conveyance  is  recorded  on  page  259 
Vol.  II.,  Dracut  town  records,  and  a  fac- 
simile of  the  deed  is  made  a  part  of  this 
sketch. 

The  next  mention  of  Elijah  in  the  towu 
records,  Vol.  II.,  page  550,  Nov.  22,  1757,  is 
where,  with  his    brother    William,  he    wit- 


nessed the  signature  and  certificate  of  Select- 
man Ephraim  Hildreth  in  effect  that  the  lat- 
ter had  perambulated  the  town  line  between 
Dracut  aud  Methuen. 

Four  years  later,  one  Asa  Kimball  of  Dra- 
cut had  the  small  pox.  Ou  February  20, 
1701,  so  the  town  records  state,  Elijah  Hll- 
dreth was  paid  one  shilling,  by  order  of  the 
selectmen,  for  aidiug  in  the  care  of  said 
Kimball. 

On  March  5, 1764,  he  was  chosen  surveyer 
of  highways,  and,  on  March  3,  1706,  was 
chosen  one  of  the  constables  for  the  town  of 
Dracut.  in  this  latter  capac'ty,  he,  so  the 
town  records  specify,  was  ordered  on  April 
2Sth,  aud  again  on  December  9, 1766,  to  levy 
aud  collect  assessments  of  seventy-six 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  eighteen  pounds, 
fifteen  shillings,  six  pence,  respectively,  on 
the  inhabitants  of  his  precinct  of  the  tow  u. 

The  following  transactions  of  the  town  of 
Dracut  with  Elijah  Hildreth  are  found  en- 
tered in  Vol.  II.,  under  date  of  1767,  Feb- 
ruary 9th :  A.  Ordered  by  the  selectmen 
to  carry  away  Mr.  Farmer  and  wife  to 
Chelmsford.  B.  To  warn  certain  persons 
out  of  town.  C.  Paid  two  shillings  for  car- 
rying a  poor  child  to  Pelham,and  one  pound, 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence  for  boardiug 
Master  Mauderfield  two  months.  D.  Au- 
gust 24th,  paid  nine  shillings  and  nine  pence 
for  abatement  of  Samuel  Plumber's  minister 
tax-rate  for  the  year  1766.  E.  December 
18th,  Elijah  Hildreth,  constable,  was  paid 
eight  shillings,  being  for  Daniel  Poor  and 
Province  and  town  rate  for  the  year  1766. 

On  page  396,  Vol.  II.,  Dracut  town  rec- 
ords, it  appears  that  Major  William  Hildreth, 
town  clerk,  Elijah's  brother,  signed  a  call  for 
a  meeting,  Jauu  lry  4,  1775,  for  the  relief  of 
the  "opprest  inhabitants  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown  struggling  for  the  liberties  of 
this  country;  also  to  see  if  Dracut  will 
choose  a  committee  of  correspondence  and  a 
committee  of  Inspection;  likewise  to  see  If 
the  town  will  furnish  minute  men  as  the 
Provincial  Congress  hath  recommended; 
further,  what  sums  of  money  Dracut  will 
grant  for  same  and  under  what  restrictions 
the  town  shall  think  proper." 

On  Thursday,  January  12,  1775,  Major 
William  Hildreth  was  chosen  fourth  com- 
mittee mm  of  the  committee  of  correspond- 
dence,  and  fifth  committee  man  of  the   com- 
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roittee  of  inspection  and  safety.  At  this 
meeting,  it  is  recorded  on  page  398,  "Vol.  II., 
town  records,  that  Dracut  voted  to  have 
"Baggonetts  for  a  company  of  minute  men  ; 
also  to  buy  lead  and  flints  for  town  stock." 
Twelve  pounds  lawful  money,  were  appro- 
priated by  assessment,  to  pay  for  ordnauce 
and  munitions  of  war  for  small  arms. 

Elijah  Hildreth  was  enrolled  as  one  of  the 
minute  men.  He  was  an  intelligent,  brave, 
patriotic  and  faithful  soldier,  active  in  ser- 
vice. These  qualities  and  this  service,  gained 
him  high  and  extensive  respect.  "'Where 
merit  pleads,  titles  no  deference  claim"— but 
it  is  noted,  in  the  records,  that  he  was,  there- 
after, called  "Mr."  The  title  "Mr."  in  those 
days,  was  only  applied  to  captains  and  some- 
times to  mates  of  vessels ;  to  military  captains ; 
to  eminent  ministers;  schoolmasters;  doc- 
tors, magistrates  and  clergymen;  to  persons 
who  bad  received  a  second  degree  at  college 
and  who  had  been  made  freemen.  As  late 
as  17S1,  "John  Hancock,  Esquire"  was  indi- 
cated in  Dracut  town  records.  The  wives 
and  daughters  of  such  individuals  were  called 
"Mrs.''  To  be  deprived  of  this  address  was 
deemed  a  serious  degradation.  For  misde- 
meanors, the  court  of  assistants  at  Boston 
could,  and  did,  sentence  the  offending  one 
"hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  Christian  name, 
and  not  "Mr."  as  formerly  used  to  be." 

Elijah  Hildreth  was,  with  others,  trained  in 
some  of  the  duties  of  a  military  man  by  Col. 
Louis  Ansart,  an  educated  French  officer 
who  came  to  Dracut  early  in  1776  and  who 
received  the  commission  of  colonel  of  artil- 
lery and  inspector  general  of  foundries.  Col. 
Ansart  settled  in  Dracut  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  On  August  29, 1804,  Jon- 
athan Hildreth  (of  Lancaster)  and  Elizabeth 
Wimble  Ansart  of  Dracut  were  married, 
(page  397,  Vol.  IV.,  town  records).  Lewis 
Ansart  Hildreth  was  born  of  this  marriage, 
December  13, 1806. 

On  page  513,  Vol.  II.,  Dracut  records,    ap- 
pears    the  following  under  date  of  February 
10, 1779. 
To  Major  Joseph  Varnum,  treasurer  of  the  town 

of  Dracutt,  or  successor  in  office. 

Please  pay  to  Elijah  Hildreth,  Fourteen 
Pounds  for  his  doing  a  Turn  upon  tne  Guard  at 
Cambridge  the  summer  past. 

Thos.  Hovey, 
Parker  Varnum, 
Jos.  B.  Varnum, 
Selectmen  of  Dracutt. 
£14.    Entered  by  me: 

William  Hildreth,  Town  Clerk. 


Mem.  The  phrase  "To  do  a  Turn"  was  of 
frequent  occurrence  ia  those  days.  Thus  if 
a  constable  failed,  or  refused,  to  take  the 
qualifying  oath  as  such,  the  voters  would,  at 
town  meeting,  choose  or  detail,  another  man 
"To  do  a  turn,  the  present  year,  in  his  stead." 

"Vol.  20,  No.  75,  archive  rooms,  office  of 
the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  of  Mass., 
gives  the  name  of  Elijah  Hildreth  first  on 
the  roll  of  Capt.  Simon  Hunt's  Co.,  regiment 
of  guards,  commanded  by  Col.  Jacob  Ger- 
rish  on  duty  from  July  1,  to  Dec.  16,  1778; 
discharged  Dec.  15,  177S  at  Winter  Hill. 
Total  amount  of  wages  27  pounds  18  shil- 
lings 4  pence. 

On  December  31, 1779,  so  shows  the  iLVoice 
and  valuation  list,  still  preserved,  the  town 
of  Dracut  ievied  a  tax  upon  the  property 
holders,  to  be  paid  in  Indian  corn,  to  pay  a 
number  of  men  to  go  into  the  Continental 
service  nine  months  and  six  months  in  said 
3  ear. 

The  Hildreths  were  assessed  as  follows: 

Capt.  Joslah  Hildreth,  eight,  8,  bushels  and 
eight,  8,  quarts. 

Widow  Hannah  Hildreth,  six,  6,  bushels. 

Major  William  Hildreth,  five,  5,  bushels 
aDd  twenty-four,  24,  quarts. 

Lieut.  Israel  Hildretb,  four,  4,  bushels  and 
eleven,  11,  (marts. 

Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth,  three,  3,  bushels 
and  eighteen,  18,  quarts. 

Mr.  Elijah  Hildreth,  one,  1,  bushel. 

During  1779,  the  town  of  Dracut  levied  as- 
sessments upon  the  property  owners  for  the 
following  purposes,  as  shown  by  the  tax 
book  1769  to  1780,  viz:  "To  pay  those  who 
went  to  Rhode  Island  and  to  pay  those  that 
have  been  in  the  service  and  to  hire  men 
for  the  army ;  bounty  for  soldiers;  clotbiug 
for  soldiers." 

The  assessment  of  Elijah  Hildreth,  De- 
cember 31,  1779,  was:  poll,  £4,  real  estate, 
£10,  13s,  4d;  personal  estate,  £1, 18s,  2d. 

The  death  in  the  military  service  at  Fort 
Cumberland,  Alleghany  Co.,  Md.,  Dec.  4, 1755, 
of  Eusign  Thomas  Hildretb,  husband  of  Han- 
nah Colburn  3rd,  sou  of  Major  Ephraim 
Hildreth,  has  been  chronicled.  Elijah, 
youngest  son  of  the  major,  was  called  out  by 
the  General  Court  with  the  companies  of 
militia  from  Suffolk  and  Middlesex  to  pro- 
tect the  capitol  and  to  guard  the  military 
stores  there,  and  at  Cambridge    and    Water- 
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town.  This  levy  was  made  at  the  request 
of  Washington,  many  of  the  troops,  pre- 
viously stationed  there,  having  joined  the 
expedition  to  capture  Gen.  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga. 

From  Cowley's  "History  of  Lowell;" 
Frothiugharn's  "History  of  the  Siege  of 
Boston;"  Drake's  "Middlesex;"  Barry's 
"History  of  Mass. ;"  Nason  and  Maj.  A.  C. 
Varnum'a  "History  of  Dracul",  and  state 
records,  we  learn  that  two  of  the  sons 
of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth,  and  four  of  his 
grandsons,  bore  an  active  part  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  either  upon  land  or  sea,  or 
both. 

At  Lexington,  April  19,  1775,  Josiah  Hil- 
dreth, William  Hildreth  and  Micah  Hildreth 
served  in  Capt.  Feter  Coburu's  company  of 
Dracut  minute-men  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Bridge. 

William  Hildreth  Jr.  marched  against  the 
ministerial  troops  as  a  pi  ivate  in  Capt.  Ste- 
phen Russell's  company  of  Col.  Green's  regi- 
ment (See  Vol.  XIII.,  page  79.  "Lexington 
Alarms.") 

Micah  Hildreth  was  a  member  of  Capt.  Peter 
Coburn's  company  in  Col.  Ebenezer  Bridge's 
regiment  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  hill,  June 
17,  177o,  and  participated  in  the  siege  of  the 
British  army  in  Boston  in  the  autumn  of 
1775. 

Josiah  Hildreth  was  a  member  of  Capt. 
Joseph  B.  Varnum's  company  of  volunteers 
from  Dracut,  in  Col.  Jonathan  Reed's  regi- 
ment in  Massachusetts  Bay.  This  command 
marched  to  Saratoga;  served  under  Gen. 
Gates;  fought  a  battle  on  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber; another  on  the  7th  of  October,  and  re- 
ceived the  surrender  of  Gene~al  Burgoyne 
with  all  his  army.  Josiah  Hildreth  served 
with   the  northern  army  until  the  surrender 


of  Burgoyue.    He  was  the    father   of   Capt. 
Samuel  Hildreth. 

The  original  records  showing  these  mili- 
tary services  by  Josiah,  William  and  Micah 
Hildreth  are  found  in  the  Massachusetts  Rev- 
olutionary rolls,  archives  room,  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  Boston,  and  the  foregoing 
services  have  been  verified  by  the  compiler. 

Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  son  of  Elijah,  was  a 
privateersman.  He  cruised  against  the 
British  under  Capt  Newman  of  Newbury- 
port,  and  his  share  of  the  prize  money,  at- 
tained during  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  the 
capture  of  English  commerce,  was  considera- 
ble. One  of  his  cruises  "over  the  high  seas" 
is  stated  by  his  log  book  to  have  taken  him 
to  old  Spain. 

After  his  return,  with  many  doubloons,  to 
Dracut,  he  was  commissioned  in  the  Middle- 
sex militia.  His  seafaring  experience  was 
brief,  but  replete  with  incident,  and  his 
grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Rowena  Hildreth 
Reade,  says,  would  fill  a  book.  He  was 
chosen  the  representative  to  the  General 
Court  of  Mass.,  May  3,  1793.  Married  Su- 
sanna Hale  April  2S,  1781;  died  September 
6,  1839.  A  white  marble  grave  stone  marks 
his  resting  place  in  the  Hildreth  lot  of  the 
Dracut  grave  yard,  given  to  the  town  by  his 
grandfather  prior  to  1740.  Lieut.  Israel  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  widely  known  as 
"Squire"  or  "Justice"  Hildreth. 

On  page  2,  Book  80,  registry  of  deeds  for 
the  southern  district  of  Middlesex,  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  urder  date  of  April 
3,  1777,  there  is  recorded  a  conveyance  by 
Elijah  Hildreth,  gentleman,  of  Dracut,  to  his 
sou,  Israel  Hildreth.  yeoman,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  £300,  of  all  his  lands  and  buildings 
in  the  town  of  Dracut ;  one  half  at  the  date 
of  conveyance  and  the  remainder  at  decease. 
In  all  succeeding  records,  Israel  was  styled 
"gentleman." 
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J&tlOto    &II    0LtU  ffttytto&trms,  That.     • 

in  CoDHdcrauob  of  the  juft  Slim  of^irte.  '?i£™£u)  fi-ru-n^,  '*» 

^js/£<?  14/trrv**  ■       lo  rfne,  jaBiod  paid  before  the  Delivery  hereof,  by  '      ._ 

$/W£.0?           ■  %ttr»**r*/      the  Receipt  whereof   5<r      do  hereby  acknowledge, 
h/ve  given,  granted,  Tjargained,  and  lold,  and  do  by  there  Prefenis,  give,  grant, "bargain, 
fell,  alienej_and  fully,  freely  and  abfolutely  convey  and  confirm  unto  /Cj^i/ 
the  U\A    h'Ut^ Sffl^&luLtffcrJuZ  _ Heirs  and  Affigns  forever, 
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"«S£,0  fjftfaC  ftttt)  (6  i)0lu'  thij  laid  grafted  find  bargained  Premifes,  together 
with  all  their  Appurtenances,  free  of  all  Encumbrar  Jcwhatfoevcr,  to  ^0*vlhe  faid 

folt^CfeD  «£/&--&*/ hJ-'     •  Heirs  and  Affigns. 

<^as„yi  abfolutejLftate,  of  inheritance   ia  Fee  Sirr*Ie  forever.     And     S>"       the  faid 

Heirs, 
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and^Adminiftrators,  do  Covenant  and  Engage  the  abgft-de/fiifed  Premifes  to  fi^rx,  the  faid 

%?**£-    5&Te{tf&i~-A& —       Heirs  and  Affigns, 

<J»gain(t  the  lawful  Claims  and  Demands  of  any  Perfon   or  Perfons  whatfocver,  forever 


hereafter  TO  WARRANT,  Secure  and  Defend  by  thefe  Prefents. 
3n  SUttntfe  toijcrrof,  #   the  faid  feui**^  i&^yA^C — 


a 


have  hereunto  fef^*^  Hand    and  Seal  this  ^~wAc>y)    — j.  Day  of  t^f^i-w* 
^«n»  Domini  One  TKoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy   xJe4*€--?xJ  and  ■»  <*f'  .  ■ 


Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  Prefenci  of 


^/  ;$2u#  isE-s 


^ 


Dally  appeared  and  owned  thjs  It 
free  Aft  ao££(eed.  ^^ 


perfonally  appeared  and  owned  thjs  Icftrumcnt  to  W 
v£/     free  Aft  andj^eed.   fi^f<n-<~>/'K> 
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Rowena  Hildreth,  born  September  21' 
1814,  Dracut,  and  wbo  married  Henry  Reade 
of  Lowell,  May  2, 1833,  is  now  the  the  owner 
of  several  of  these  ancestral  acres,  and  re- 
lates how,  as  a  child,  she  ransacked  the  gar- 
ret of  the  old  homestead,  built  in  1792  (still 
habited,)  for  ancient  articles  of  dress;  and 
there  saw  old  fire-locks,  powder  horns, 
bayonets,  pistol  holsters,  canteens,  knapsacks, 
rapiers,  pikes,  and  especially  quaint 
black  leather  helmets  with  white 
horse  hair  plumes.  These  '  latter, 
she  says  were  "roached"  by  her  Uncle 
Elijah,  brother  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth.  They 
were  once  a  part  of  the  military  accoutre- 
ments of  Ensign  Thomas  Hildreth,  who  lost 
his  life  during  the  French  and  Indhn  war 
begun  in  1755;  or  had  been  worn  by  some 
of  the  other  Hildreths,  whose  military  careers 
and  war-time  services  should  be  remem- 
bered as  well  as  those  who,  at  a  later  date, 
gave  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country. 
An  officer's  dress  sword,— once  a  portion  of 
the  military  equipment  of  one  of  the  Hil- 
dreths,— is  now  in  the  possession  of  General 
Benj.  F.  Butler. 

Mrs.  Roweua  (Hildreth)  Reade  remembers 
hearing  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Susauna 
(Hale)  Hildreth,  (married  April  28,  1781,  to 
Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  died  February  27, 
1834),  tell  of  the  spinning  and  weaving  and 
making  of  clothes  for  the  Continental  troops 
of  the  patriot  army  to  wear. 

Robert  Reade  of  Lowell,  brother  of  Henry 
(born  June  23,  1790;  died  February  2,  1SS3), 
was  captaiu  of  the  Amherst  "West"  com- 
pany of  militia  in  1S15,  hence,  knew  some- 
thing about  war.  Another  Reade,  Zadoc  by 
name,  saw  service  during  the  Revolutionary 

war. 

Mrs.  Rowena  Reade  recounts  the  ani- 
mated, not  to  say  acrimonious  manner  in 
which  these  military  men  discussed  martial 
matters  and  personal  experiences  during 
either  war  of  England  with  America.  With- 
in the  memory  of  the  compiler,  Indian 
reiics,  flint  arrow-heads,  stone  implements, 
etc.,  have  been  found  on  that  portion  of  the 
old  Ephraim  Hildreth  farming  land  that  is 
still  owned  by  the  writer's  mother.  During 
the  old  French  and  Indian  wars— also  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  war— representatives 
of  both  the  Reade  and  the  Hildreth  family 
entered  the  army. 


AN  INCIDENT  OF  THE    LIFE    OF     LIEUT.     IS- 
RAEL HILDRETH  OF  DRACUT,  DURING 
THE  REVOI.LTIOARY  WAR. 

Until  1775,  the  events  chronicled  in  these 
sketches,  bearing  upon  the  fortunes  and  do- 
ings of  the  Dracut  Hildreths,  were  confined 
to  the  limits  of  Middlesex  county,  Mass. 

The  two  exceptions  were  the  military  ca- 
reer of  Eosigu  Thomas  Hildreth,  who  died 
at  Fort  Cumberland,  Will's  Creek,  Allegha- 
ny Co.,  Md.,  in  1755,  and  Paul  Hildreth,  who 
lived  and  died  in  Lewiston,  Maine. 

Mrs.  Rowena  Hildreth  Reade  of  Lowell 
states  that,  when  a  child,  fully  seventy 
years  ago,  she  heard  her  grandfather,  Lieu- 
tenant Israel  Hildreth,  ascribe,  as  did  his 
father  Elijah,  the  death  of  Ensign  Thomas 
Hildreth  more  to  the  pusillanimity  of  the 
English  red-coats  under  Gen.  Braddock, 
than  to  the  hostile  French,  or  their  savage 
allies,  the  Indians.  Fort  Cumberland  was 
established  by  Geo.  Washington. 

The  whole  proviuce  was  in  a  ferment  aft. 
er  the  "B)ston  Massacre"  in  1770,  and  the 
boy,  Israel,  was  inflamed  by  a  desire  to  dis- 
tinguish himself  by  some  act  of  reprisal 
against  England. 

Newburyport  had  been  incorporated  as  a 
town,  distinct  from  Newbury,  ouly  eleveu 
years  when  the  great  drama  of  the  Revolu- 
tion opened  in  Massachusetts  at  Lexington, 
Concord  and  Bunker  Hill;  but  her  2300  In- 
inhabitants  included  workmen  skilled 
in  every  detail  ot  ship-buildiug  and 
in  mariners  able  to  man  and  sail  the  vessels 
after  the  craft  had  left  their  ship  yards  and 
wharves.  The  staple  busiuess  of  the  people 
was  ship-building  and  the  Eng- 
lish were  the  principal  customers.  At  the 
time  that  Major  William  and  Elijah,  the 
sous  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  of  Dracut, 
and  Micah  and  William  jr.,  and  Josiah  and 
Israel,  his  grandsons,  were  preparing  to 
fight  England's  forces  from  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill  to  Saratoga: — Newburyport 
enjoyed  a  constant,  profitable  and  practically 
unrestricted  trade  with  Great  Britain,  also 
with  the  French  West  India  Islands  and  the 
Spanish  Islands. 

In  less  than  four  mouths  from  the  date  of 
Lexington  and  Concord,  the  first  private 
vessel  fitted  out  in  the  United  States  sailed 
from  Newburyport  in  August,  1775.  Nathan 
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iel  Tracey  was  the  owner.  From  that  time 
to  17S3,  twenty-three  lettersof-marque  ves- 
sels, all  built  in  Newburyport,  mounting  298 
carriage  guns  and  registering  1618  men,  oper- 
ated as  privateers  agaiust  the  English  com- 
merce aud  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mer- 
rimack in  charge  of  prize  crews.  These,  and 
other  cruising  ships  in  which  Mr.  Tracy  was 
the  priucipal  owner,  captured  from  the  enemy 
oue  hundred  and  twenty  sail,  which,  with 
their  cargoes,  were  sold  for  $2,950,000,  in 
specie.  With  these  prizes  were  taken  2,225 
men,  prisoners  of  war. 

The  first  important  incident  in  the  life  of 
Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  occurring  when  he 
was  but  19  years  old,  was  his  determination 
to  serve  his  country  and  try  his  fortune  as  a 
privateersmau.  Naturally  he  went  to  New- 
burypoit,  following  the  banks  of  the  Merri- 
mack. Born  October  13,  1755,  he  did  not 
impress  Captain  Timothy  Newman,  or  Cap- 
tain Wingate  Newman  or  Master  Thomas 
Newman,  sons  of  Dr.  John  Newman,  as  a 
desirable  seaman,  particularly  as  some  young 
volunteers  from  the  first  families  of  New- 
buryport, accustomed  to  cruisinar,  were  re- 
jected by  these  officers.  Notwithstanding 
his  iuexperience,  however,  he  was  accepted, 
and,  in  after  years,  told  his  granddaughters 
Rowena,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Reade,  of  Lowell, 
and  Maria,  (the  latter  now  Mrs.  J.  M.  G. 
Parker  of  Lowell,)  how  he  found  favor  with 
Capt.  Newman  during  his  very  first  cruise 
with  that  officer. 

The  armament  of  the  schooner  probably 
consisted  of  twelve,  nine  or  six  pounder  car- 
riage guns  and  a  not  very  heavy  swivel. 
The  vessel  was  of  small  burden.  During  the 
first  engagement  with  an  English  brig,  Capt. 
Newman  cursed  a  gunner  for  flinching  when 
his  battering  piece  was  fired.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth plead  to  be  permitted  to  relieve  the 
nervous  gunner.  The  captain  placed  the 
burning  slow-match  in  his  hand;  but 
threatened  to  throw  him  overboard  if  he 
showed  any  sign  of  timidity  at  the  ignition 
of  the  priming,  or  flash,  or  explosion  of  the 
cannon. 

Israel  made  more  than  one  successful 
cruise;  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Middlesex 
militia  a  few  years  later ;  he  married  Susanna 
Hale,  the  belle  of  Newburyport, 
April  27,  1781;  on  May  3,  1793,  he  was 
chosen    representative   from    Dracut  to  the 


Great  and  General  Court ;  as  a  magistrate,  he 
was  proud  of  the  position  to  which  he  did 
honor ;  he  lived  to  see  his  son,  Dr.  Israel 
Hildreth,  develop  into  useful  citizenship; 
but,  at  no  period  of  his  long  and  honored 
life  (died  September  6, 1839)  was  his  vanity 
ever  proof  agaiust  telling  and  illustrating  iu 
the  home  circle,  how  steadily  he  applied  that 
slow-match  to  the  vent  and  never  winked 
when  the  explosion  followed  ! 

Following  the  narration  of  this  incident, 
Squire  Hildreth  would  sometimes  graphical- 
ly tell  how,  on  another  occasion,  when  he 
was  privateering,  he,  by  an  audacious  strata- 
gem and  simulated  idiocy,  aided  by  a  fiddle 
aud  oue  man,  escaped  capture  and  death  by  a 
British  man-of-war. 

The  Yankee  schooner  was  overhauled  on 
the  high  seas  by  the  British  frigate,  vastly 
outnumbering  the  privateersman  in  weight 
of  armament  and  combative  forces.  There 
was  nothing  about  the  external  appearance 
of  the  schooner  to  denote  her  character;  not 
a  gun  or  small  arm  of  any  kind  was  visible. 
All  but  a  few  of  the  men  constituting  her 
crew  were  secreted  below  deck.  There,  too, 
was  hidden  away  a  valuable  cargo,  captured 
from  British  merchantmen.  The  problem 
was  to  keep  the  English  men-of-wars'  men 
from  going  below  should  they  board  the 
brig;  also  to  convince  them  that  there  was 
no  one  of  the  few  countrified,  stupid  looking 
Yankees  worth  impressing  into  the  naval 
service  of  his  Britannic  Majesty.  Only  the 
lankest  looking  piivateersmeu  slouched 
about.  Israel  and  a  man  known  as  "Ben" 
did  the  talking  and  the  fiddling  whilst  the 
frigate  hailed  the  Newburyport  craft.  After 
a  round  shot  or  two  had  been  fired  across  her 
bow  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  uncon- 
scious Yankees  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
within  effective  range  of  the  English  frigate 
a  colloquy  was  beguu  by  the  aid  of  a  speak- 
ing trumpet. 

Exactly  how  he  fooled  the  Britisher,  Israel 
Hildreth  used  to  rehearse  with  vacuous  face 
and  nasal,  high-pitched  yankee  twang.  Like 
the  story  of  the  "Arkansas  Traveller",  a  vio- 
lin action  is  necessary. 

"Schooner  ahoy !"  roared  the  English  cap- 
tain, "Heave-to,  or  I'll  sink  you." 

There  was  no  response  or  attention  appar- 
ently paid  to  this  threat,  although  Israel's 
muscles  were  as  tense  as  his  fiddlestrings. 
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Boom  Zip-zip-zip,  and  a  cannou  ball  rico- 
cheted some  distance  ahead  of  the  schooner. 

Then  the  fiddle  was  heard  playing  very 
soft  and  slow  as  the  Yankee,  roused  from 
his  careless  rhapsody,  drawled  out,  "Gosh  ! ' 

•'Schooner  aboy-ob  !  Heave  to,  or  I'll  s-iuk 
you!''  came  the  reiterated  demand,  from  the 
frigate  flying  the  cross  of  St.  George. 

"Goshness!"  ejaculated  the  surprised  Is- 
rael, as  he  aud  the  other  Idiots  swung  to  the 
schooner.  The  former  then  returned  his  fid- 
dle aud  sat  down  intent  only  upou  music. 

"Where  are  you  from?  Whither  bouud 
and  what  loaded  with?"  This  from  the 
Euglish  officer,  after  he  had  boarded  the 
schooner. 

"Hey?"  responded  Israal,  tuning  up  the 
violin  to  the  air  of  Tri-Um-Ti-Doo-Daddy. 

The  interrogation  was  repeated. 

"From  the  Barbadoes.  Baouud  for  New- 
buryport.  Loaded  with  Hoop  staves  and 
Merlusses."  Trl-Um-Ti-Doo-Daddy  squeaked 
the  fiddle. 

"What  have  you  in  the  hold?"  demanded 
the  son  of  Albion,  after  a  brief,  casual,  con- 
temptuous inspection. 

"Hens  and  hens'  husbauds"  meekly  qu  iked 
Israel,  muttering,  "you  tarnal  Britisher," 
an  J  still  fiddliug  Tri-Um-TiDoo-Daddy  to 
please  his  visitor. 

This  was  too  much  for  the  Englishman 
who  damned  the  whole  outfit,  spit  on  the 
deck,  returned  to  his  boat  and  ship,  leaving 
Isreael  Hildreth  and  the  schoooer  to  do  as 
they  pleased. 

The  Mass.,  Revolutionary  rolls,  originals 
of  which  are  now  in  the  archives  room, 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  state,  have  been 
personally  examined  by  the  compiler.  They 
show  that  Israel  Hildreth  served  as  a  private 
from  Oct.  19th  to  Nov.  23J,  1779,  at  Claver- 
ack,  N.  Y.,  In  Capt.  John  Porter's  company 
of  the  2d  regiment  of  Mass.  bay  militia  com- 
manded by  Col.  Samuel  Denny,  esq.  This 
account  was  examiued  and  passed  in  couucil 
March  31, 1780,  per  order  of  A.  Fuller.  The 
company  marched  200  miles  from  Dracut  to 
reach  Claverack. 

I>rael  Hildreth  advanced  £311  to  the  town 
of  Dracut  to  help  equip  the  soldiers  and 
then  himself  enlisted  as  a  private  to  accim- 
pauy  the  organization ! 

ERRATA  AND  ADDENDA. 

On  page  4,  the  compiler  of  these    sketches 


stated  that  Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth  died 
in  Chelmsford  in  16S8,  and  that  his  tomb- 
stone was  no  longer  in  existence.  He  was  born 
in  1605:  his  marriage  was  in  1613.  He  died 
Feb.  23, 1C93,  and  his  tombstone  is  standing, 
somewhat  sunkeu.iu  the  Chelmsford  burying 
ground.  The  place  should  be  enclosed  by 
an  iron  railing.  Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth, 
father  of  Lieut.  James  Hildreth,  hence  the 
graudfather  of  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  of 
Dracut,  was  the  first  of  his  name  in  Ameri- 
ca. 


,  (**y 


Cheimsford  records  show  that,  in  1670, 
Sergeant  Richard  Hiidreth  was  accused  by 
the  Rev.  John  Fiske  of  Chelmsford  of  hav- 
ing used  "reproachful  speech  concerning  the 
church."  Statement  of  "seditious  language" 
used  by  Serareant  Richard  Hildreth  between 
1636  1C61  in  Chelmsford  was  also  made  by 
Deacon  Esdras  Reade,  who  was  a  staunch 
supporter  of  Mr.  Fiske  both  in  Wenbam, 
164S-'56,  and  later,  in  Chelmsford.  The 
records  of  the  town  last  named  show  that  a 
church  committee  commanded  the  sergeant 
to  appear  before  them  to  make  answer  to  the 
charges  made  by  the  Rev.  Fiske.  The  ser- 
gpant  declined  to  comply  with  the  summons 
and  failed  to  obey  the  same. 

In  March,  170S,  so  the  Chelmsford  records 
say,  bis  grandson,  Ephraim,  husband  of 
Mercy  farish  Richardson,  was  fined  thirty 
shillings  for  "reproachful  speeches  and  ac- 
tions." 

LIEUT.  JAMES  HILDRETH— 1631-1695— ENG- 
LAND AND  CHELMSFORD. 
The  question  of  descent  of  Major  Ephraim 
Hildreth  of  Dracut  from  Sergeant  Richard 
of  Cnelmsford  is  definitely  settled.  Ephraim 
was  the  son  of  Lieut.    James    Hildreth    and 
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Margaret  Ward,  his  wife,  and  Lieut.   James 
was  the  eldest  son  of  the  sergeant. 

Lieut.  James  Hildreth  was  born  in  Eng- 
land 1631.  He  and  Margaret  Ward  were 
married  June  1, 1659.  He  died  in  Chelms- 
ford April  14, 1695.  He  was  admitted  free- 
man in  Chelmsford  May  3, 1665.  His  mother, 
Sarah,  was  the  first  wife  of  Sergeant  Richard 
Hildreth;  sbe  died  1644. 

These  facts,  all  but  the  birth  of  Lieut. 
James  Hildreth,  are  attested  to  by  the 
Cbelmsford  records. 

The  records  of  the  Middlesex  probate  of- 
fice, old  number,  7971,  new  number,  1695, 
show  that  Israel  Proctor  was  the  administra- 
tor of  Lieut.  James  Hildreth,  deceased,  of 
Chelmsford.  He  was  appointed  administra- 
tor May  2.  1695.  The  real  estate  valuation 
was  £165  and  the  movables  £98  2s.  lOd.  Iu 
the  distribution  of  property  to  his  children, 
the  following  offspring  of  Lieut.  James  Hil- 
dreth and  Margaret  (Ward),  his  wife,  are 
named  : 

Richard,  eldest  son. 

Margaret,  eldest  daughter.  She  married 
Israel  Proctor. 

Abigail. 

Dorothy. 

Ephraim. 

The  latter  was  given  "Huckleberry  hill," 
valued  at  £20,  and  also  "a  part  of  his  6-acre 
lot  to  take  ye  west  side  of  the  brook  from  ye 
dam  up  to  the  place  where  the  water  came 
out  of  the  holes  of  the  meadow  and  the  holes 
of  Meadow ;"  valued  at  £12  10s. 

Iu  the  Cambridge  probate  records  of  July 
17, 1695,  it  is  recorded  that  Richard,  "Son  of 
Lieut.  James  Hildreth,  then  17  years  old, 
made  choice  of  hN  Uncle  Joseph  as  his  guar- 
dlm,"  and  that  "■Ephraim,  the  son  of  Lieut. 
James  (Hildreth),  made  choice  of  his  Uncle 
Ephraim  (of  Stow)  as  his  guardian,  he  then 
being  fourteen  years  old,  A.  D.  1695."  This 
important  genealogical  entry  agrees  with  the 
known  ages  of  those  named  at  the  time  of  their 
respective  deaths,  and  fixes  the  paternity  of 
Major  Ephraim  Hildreth  of  Dracut  with  posi- 
tiveness.  From  the  same  source  we  learn 
that  Sergeant  Richard  Hildreth  had  eleveH 
children,  Lieut.  James  being  the  eldest. 
Thus  the  Dracut  Hildreth  genealogy  runs: 
Sergeant  Richard;  2,  Lieut.  James;  3,  Maj. 
Ephraim;  4,  Elijah;  5,  Lieut.  Israel;  6,  Dr. 
Israel. 


FIFTH   GENERATION— LIEUTENANT    ISRAEL 
HILDRETH,  1755-1839. 

Israel  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  son  of  Elijah  and 
Susanna  (Barker), was  in  no  respect  unworthy 
to  be  classed  in  the  class  of  men  to  which  his 
grandfather,  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth,  be- 
longed; and  in  measuring  Lieutenant  Israel, 
we  may,  with  propriety,  use  Major  Eph- 
raim's  measuring  standard.  He  was  born 
during  the  year  that  his  uncle,  Ensigu  Thom- 
as Hildreth,  died  whilst  allied  with  Major 
Geoige  Washington  under  General  Brad- 
dock,  fighting  the  French  and  Indiaus  near 
Fort  Cumberland,  Maryland ;  and  he  outlived 
Kirk  Boott,  one  of  the  founders  of  Lowell, 
Mass.,  by  about  two  years.  The  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  United  States  of  America 
aud  Great  Britain  was  not  signed  until  Sep- 
tember 3,  1783,  although  hostilities  were  or- 
dered to  cease  April  19.  The  uext  six  years 
included  Shay's  rebellion  In  western  Massa- 
chusetts. It  was  one  of  the  most  criti- 
cal periods  of  American  history. 
In  1812  came,  .  what  was,  by  some 
in  this  commonwealth,  called  "Mr.  Madi- 
son's war  with  England."  During  the 
Revolutionary  war,  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth 
served  his  couutry  and  his  native  town  of 
Dracut  with  cutlass  on  the  high  seas  as  a 
privateersraan ;  then  with  sword  as  an 
infantryman  on  land.  His  purse  aided  to 
erjuip  the  soldiers  se  .t  by  Dracut  to  Claver- 
ack,  N.  Y.,  at  a  lime  when  the  towu  treasur- 
er had  no  money  to  pay  bounty  or  mileage, 
and  he  served  as  a  private  soldier  there  from 
Oct.  19th  to  Nov.  23, 1779.  He  similarly  ad- 
vanced clothing,  provisions  and  cash  when 
Generals  Shepherd  and  Benj.  Lincoln  needed 
such  for  the  soldiers  of  Dracut  that  marched 
toward  Worcester  for  the  suppression  of 
domestic  rebellion.  At  the  state  capitol  his 
influence  as  an  agent  for  Dracut  was  exerted 
iu  the  same  behalf.  His  service  as  represen- 
tative iu  the  Great  and  General  Court  of 
this  commonwealth  from  his  native  town 
begau  in  1792  3,  and  his  sixth  reelection  in 
that  capacity  was  on  May  2,  1806. 
Repeatedly  before  the  close  of  his  active  aud 
useful  life  iu  1839  he  was  chosen  by  the  free- 
holders of  Dracut  to  fill  the  offijes  of  assessor ; 
appraiser;  agent  to  Boston;  banker  (when 
the  treasury  was  empty) ;  bondsman;  bridge 
aud    meeting   house    builder;  constable  aud 
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collector;  committee  ou  boundaries;  field 
driver;  fish  ward;  fence  viewer;  juryman; 
keeper  of  the  town  paupers  and  hoarder  of 
school  dames;  overseer  of  the  poor  and  or- 
dination committee-man;'  leckoner  with  the 
town  treasurer;  road  commissioner  to  the 
county  commissioners;  referee  in  town  dis- 
putes about  lands,  fences,  etc.;  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures;  school  committee- 
man ;  selectman ;  surveyor  of  land  an  1  high- 
ways; taker  of  valuations;  town  treasurer; 
town  clerk  and  tytbingman.  His  signature 
as  justice  of  the  peace  first  appears  in  the 
tewn  records  in  1816. 

The  following  are  important  dates  iu  Lieut. 
Israel  Hildreth's  lite  and  doin«s.  He  was 
the  son  of  Elijah  Hildreth  and  Susanna 
(Barker),  his  wife,  of  Dracut.  Born  Octo- 
ber 13,1755;  married  Susanna  Hale,  (laugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Ezeklel  Hale,  April  2S,  1781. 
She  died  in  Dracut  February  27, 1834, aged  75. 
Children,  Elijah,  Oct.  3,  1782;  Susannah, 
Oct.  11,  1783;  Lydia,  April  16,  1786;  Israel, 
Djc  12, 17S9;  died  June  2, 1790;  Israel,  Feb. 
28,  1791;  and  Elizabeth,  May  28,  1793. 
Lieut,  or  -'Squire"  Israel  died  in  Dracut 
Sept.  6, 1S39. 

The  incidents  of  his  privateering  experi- 
ence and  what  he  did  to  help  the  American 
colonies  iu  the  war  for  independence  by  at- 
tacking the  British  commerce  unou  the  high 
seas  and  convoying  the  prizes  to  Nevvbury- 
port,  there  to  be  sold  under  the  conditions 
imposed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  have 
elsewhere  been  told  in  these  sketches.  There 
is  in  the  state  capitol  building  in  what  is 
known  as  the  archives  room  of  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state  a  record  of  military 
service.  One  of  these  revolutionary  rolls, 
Vol.  22,  No.  7,  preserves  the  original  pay 
roll  of  Capt.  John  Porter's  Co.  of  the  2d  reg- 
iment of  Massachusetts  Bay  militia,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Samuel  Denny,  esq.,  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica for  three  mouths,  October,  November  and 
December,  1779.  The  company  marched  200 
milps  to  the  rendezvous  at  Claverack,  N.  Y. 
Israel  Hildreth  marched  with  it  anil  served 
as  a  private  for  the  period,  Oct.  19th  to  Nov. 
23  1,  inclusive.  He  received  £10  for  his  ser- 
vices. He  equipped  the  company  at  a  per- 
sonal expense  of  £311.  Previous  to  this  land 
military  service  he  had  been  a  sailor  and  had 
visited  Spain.   The  captain  under    whom    he 


first  sailed,  Timothy  Newman,  had  been  an 
Algerine  captive  and  he  is  reputed  to  have 
been  again  captured  with  forty-seven  of  his 
crew  in  1777  when  iu  command  of  the  schoon- 
er "Warren."  It  is  both  afhrme  1  ami  denied 
that  during  the  war  of  1812,  Captain  New- 
man died  with  other  patriots  iu  the  Old  Mill 
prison  in  Plymouth,  England. 

It  is  suflicieut  for  the  purposes  of  this 
sketch  to  know  that  Israel  Hildreth  also 
cruised  with  WIngate  or  Thomas  Newman 
of  Newburyport  until  about  the  summer  of 
1779,  evading  capture  by  the  British,  receiv- 
ing no  dangerous  wounds  and  amassing  a 
considerable  amount  of  specie.  Several 
facts  conduce  to  the  last  presuruptiou.  First, 
his  own  statement  that  he  walked  from  Dra- 
cut to  Newburyport  having  but  two  coppers 
In  his  pock6t  wheu  he  first  presented  him- 
self to  Captain  Newman.  Second,  in  April, 
1777,  less  than  two  years  afterward,  he  paid 
£300  for  property  that  he  bought  in  Dracut ; 
a  fac  simile  of  this  deed  constitutes  a 
part  of  these  sketches.  Third,  the  invoice 
of  his  real  and  pergonal  estate,  valuation 
made  by  Selectmen  Stephen  llussell,  Jona- 
than Coburn,  and  Joseph  Varnum,  jr.,  as- 
sessors for  the  town  of  Dracut,  August  and 
September,  1779.  On  the  latter  date  his  name 
appears  as  the  owner  of  2  oxen,  4  cows,  1 
one-year  old,  10  sheep,  2  swiue  and  some  rye. 
Iu  June,  1780,  his  inventory  of  taxable 
property  iu  Dracut  included  £400  in  money; 
and  on  page  536,  Vol.  II,  Dracut  parish 
records,  March  3,  1780,  appears  au  order  of 
the  selectmen  to  the  town  treasurer  to  "pay 
Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  £341  lis., that  being  the 
sum  hired  by  them  of  said  Israel  Hildreth  to 
pay  bounties  aud  mileages  to  the  men  that 
enlisted  to  go  to  Claverack." 

On  page  212,  Vol.  Ill,  March  24,  1787,  it  is 
recorded  that  the  town  of  Dracut  refunded 
to  him  £2  15s.  6 1.,  "it  being  money  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  get  the  accounts  threw  at 
Boston."  Ou  page  198,  Vol.  Ill,  it  is  noted 
that  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  paid,  February  2<>, 
17S7.  £11  10s.  7d.  "to  carry  the  soldiers  in 
the  government  service  that  went  from  Dra- 
cut lately."  It  is  gratifying,  to  one,  at  least, 
of  his  descendants  to  kuow  that  Israel  Hil- 
dreth began  life  as  a  privaleersm  in,  fighting 
the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  then 
loaning  money,  without  usury,  to  his  native 
town  to  equip  s  ddiers    for    the    conti  lental 
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army  previous  to  the  preliminary  peace  cou- 
cluded  at  Paris,  Nov.  30, 1782,  and  again  in 
suppressing  domestic  rebellion  in  the  Bay 
state.  The  first  mention  that  is  made  of 
Israel  Hlldreth  in  the  Dracut  records,  aside 
from  his  birth,  taxation  and  marriage  and  as 
above  noted,  is  found  on  page  91,  Vol.  Ill, 
March  3, 1783.  The  entry  reads:  "Lieuten- 
ant Israel  Hlldreth  was  chosen  third  select- 
man, assessor  and  overseer  of  the  poor  at 
the  legal  town  meeting  of  Dracut,  this  date." 

The  1st  Provincial  Congress  in  October, 
1774,  appointed  a  committee  of  safety,  and 
provided  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  enrolled 
militia  should,  as  minute  men,  be  held  in 
readiness  for  instant  service.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen,  Israel  made  his  first  privateering 
trip,  and,  in  after  years,  used  to  disgust  some 
of  his  Dracut  friends  by  his  taste  for  such 
strange  comestibles  as  tomatoes,  asparagus, 
lettuce  and  olive  oil.  He  had  learned  to 
dance  in  foreign  lands,  and  Susanna  Hale  of 
Newburyport  confessed  (after  her  marriage) 
that  his  shapely  leg  and  foot  captivated  her 
before  his  well-fitting  small  clothes  and 
shining  knee-buckles,  or  his  handsome  face, 
did.  He  is  said  by  Gen.  Beuj.  F.  Butler, 
who  married  Sarah,  one  of  bis  grandchildren, 
to  have  been  the  last  of  the  Middlesex  gen- 
try to  abandon  the  wearing  of  small  clothes. 
After  he  quit  privateering  he  changed  bis 
boarding-pike  and  cutlass  for  a  commission 
in  the  Middlesex  county  militia  regiment 
and  the  black  stall' of  a  tytbingman  In  Dra- 
cut. The  county  named  then  included  over 
forty  towns.  Among  the  duties  of  a  tyth- 
ingman  under  the  iaws  of  1675,  1677  and 
1698,  were  included  those  of  enforcing  the 
laws  respecting  the  Sabbath; licensed  houses; 
the  use  of  spirituous  liquors;  to  see  that 
no  person  was  away  from  home  after  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  other  than  travellers,  phy- 
sicians, etc.;  also  to  present  or  inform  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  all  idle  or  disorderly 
persons,  profane  swearers  or  cursers. 

Middlesex  will  al  ways  be  famous  as  hav- 
ing within  her  borders  Lexington,  Bunker 
Hill  and  Concord.  It  needs  no  conspirator 
against  fact  or  chronology  to  include  among 
those  whose  characters  and  deeds  Keed  no 
mon  ument,  Lieut.  Israel  Hildretb,  whose 
home  roof  was  among  the  then  forest-crowned 
heights  of  Dracut.  Rowena,  his  grand- 
daughter, eldest  child  of  his  son  and    name- 


sake, Dr.  Israel,  says  that  before  she  was 
able  to  read  a  word,  she  bad  a  more 
than  ideal  knowledge  of  sea  conflict 
and  marine  disaster  through  hear- 
ing him  recount  his  revolutionary  expe- 
riences. She  now  nears  her  7Sih  birthday, 
and  has  known  many  remarkable  men, 
abroad  and  in  America,  but  bids  the  compiler 
record  her  conviction  that  Lieut.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth  of  Dracut  was  the  most  awesome,  hos- 
pitable, gentle,  proud,  tender-hearted,  digni- 
fied, independent,  forbearing,  fiery,  gener- 
ous, controversial,  wonderful,  Christian  gen- 
tleman she  ever  kuew.  He  was  habitually 
called  "Sir"  by  his  entire  family.  No  one 
dared  touch  his  cane  or  hat.  In  the  domes- 
tic circle,  all  tongues  were  silent  when  be 
spoke  to  make  his  wishes  known.  All 
Dracut  used  to  send  the  beggars,  or  the  un- 
fortunate, to  his  house  for  material  comfort. 
He  sympathized  with  the  needy  and  invari- 
ably aided  them,  so  that,  often,  beds  had  to 
be  made  down  upon  the  floor  of  the  long, 
back  kitchen  of  the  Hildreth  homestead  for 
homeless  and  ailing  strangers  vv  ho  were  fed 
and  clothed  by  him.  In  politics  he  spurned 
dictation  by  any  one,  esfeclally  by 
General  Joseph  Bradley  Varnum,  after  the 
latter  once  said  to  him,  in  the  legislature, 
without  preamble  or  tact,  "Israel!  Of 
course,  you  will  vote  as  1."  She  thinks  he 
changed  his  politics  rather  than  be  thought  a 
politician,  and  hence  lost  the  honor  of  being 
elected  lieutenant  governor  of  the  common- 
wealth, by  his  insistence  regarding  certain 
principles  in  1801,  succeeding  his  cousin, 
General  William  Hildreth,  who  bad  then 
been  elected  senator,  and  again,  in  1826,  when 
Israel  was  being  voted  for  for  senator  and 
councillor,  Middlesex  district. 

Rev.  Joseph  Merrill  ofDracut  used  to  dis- 
cuss "Hopkinsonism"  and  argue  Orthodoxy 
with  "Squire"  Hildreth,  so  the  good  man 
called  him.  On  page  391,  Vol.  V.,  Dracut 
town  records,  May  4, 1812,  we  find  the  certifi- 
cate of  Paiker  Varnum  and  Joshua  Marshall 
as  follows:  "Israel  Hildreth  of  the  towu  of 
Dracut  is  a  member  of  the  religious  soclely 
in  the  town  of  Dracut  called  the  West  Con- 
gregational society  in  Dracut."  Following 
this  notice  come  two  certificates  of  same 
tenor  in  case  of  Elijah  Hildreth  and  Israel 
HNdreth,  junior.  On  page  409,  same  volume 
is  entered  the  request  of  the    two    latter    to 
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Deacon  Thomas  Ilovey,  clerk  of  the  towu,  to 
''enter  their  Dames  wkh  poll  and  estate  that 
they  may  be  taxed  to  the  Westerly  Congre- 
gational society  of  Dracut  agreeable  to  law 
made  in  that  case  and  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

Lieut.  Israel  attended  church  at  the  old 
Centre  meeting  house,  hut  if  the  sermon 
didn't  suit  him,  he  woi.  Id  impetuously  leave 
the  edifice,  baugiug  the  door  behind  him.  He 
considered  it  his  religiuus  privilege  to  other- 
wise express  his  dissent  when  the  Unitarian 
controversy  broke  out  in  Massachusetts  in 
1812,  and  denominational  ownership  split 
the  Dracut  church  organization  during 
25  years  following.  It  is  recorded  on  page 
397,  Vol.  VI.,  town  clerk's  book,  that  on  May 
23,  1826,  "Israel  Hildretb,  and  Susannah, 
his  wife,  sold  to  Priscilla  Goodhue, 
for  forty  dollars,  a  pew  in  Dracut 
iu  the  Centre  meetii.g  house,  the  pew  being 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  east  porch 
door,  and  a  wall  pew  No.  15."  On  May  7, 
1827,  Josiah  B.  French,  deputy  sheriff,  noti- 
fied Oliver  Jones,  town  clerk  of  Dracut,  that 
he  had  made  au  attachment  on  a  certain  pew 
in  the  lower  meeting  house  iu  the  town,  page 
409,  Vol.  VI.  The  uame  of  the  owner  of  the 
pew  has  been  obliterated  from  the  records. 
Whether  the  Lieutenant  attached  himself  to 
the  evangelical  Congregational  church  of 
Dracut  which,  prior  to  1835,  assembled  in  a 
hall  of  the  old  General  William  Hildreth 
house  for  religious  worship,  does  not  appear. 
He  subscribed  for  all  good  purposes  even 
more  liberally  than  his  means  would  reason- 
ably admit,  and  brought  to  the  discharge  of 
every  duty  in  life  a  conscientious  regard  for 
the  iutercsts  involved.  All  duties  un- 
dertaken by  him  v  ere  well  done. 
As  a  magistrate,  when  holding  court  iu  the 
Dracut  homestead,  Hon.  Seth  Ames  wrote  of 
him:  l>He  presided  witb  the  dignity  of  Judge 
Story  and  had  a  monopoly  of  the  judicial 
knowledge  of  several  departments  of  law, 
hence  his  docket  was  a  large  one  in  Dracut 
at  a  time  when  a  thin,  pale-looking  future 
grandson  of  his  uamed  Benj.  F.  Butler  came 
to  me  to  recite  his  lessons  iu  Virgil."  He 
had  black  hair,  worn  braided  into  a  cue  and 
tied  behlud  with  a  black  ribbon. 

The  compiler  has  been  toid  by  his  auuts, 
Susan  and  Harriet  (Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Webster  and 


Mrs.  Frankllu  F.  neard),  how,  as  children, 
they  used  to  unbraid  and  retie  their  grand- 
father Israel's  cue,  and  wonder  at  the  re- 
semblance the  lower  part  of  his  face  had  to 
the  profile  of  George  Washington.  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Butler)  and  Laura  Wright  (Mrs.  Pear- 
son) often  commented  upon  the  marked 
facial  resemblance  that  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth 
bore  to  Washington. 

Books  were  scarce  in  this  portion  of  Mid- 
dlesex county  when  the  shire  towns  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Concord,  rather  than  Boston, 
were  the  ouly  sources  of  supply,  and  mauy 
other  uses  for  money  existed  in  the  large 
family  under  the  Israel  Hildreth  rooftree  in 
Dracut.  He,  however,  had  a  few  law  books, 
and  beside  them  on  the  shelves  were  Rollin's 
ancient  history;  Eugene  Sue  and  Miss  Edge- 
worth's  library  of  select  novels,  flanked  by 
au  algebra,  the  study  of  which  was  by  some 
deemed  "black  art"  in  those  days  and  in  that 
locality.  It  was  from  that  particular  algebra 
that  Fisher  Ames  Hildreth,  his  grandson, 
studied  mathematics  beyond  the  mere  sci- 
ence of  numbers  and  the  art  of  computing 
them.  Lieut.  Israel  was  always  scrupulous- 
ly neat  iu  his  dress, whether  of  homespun,  or 
black  broadcloth.  He  did  not  use  tobacco  in 
any  form  and  never  resorted  to  profanity. 

CAPTAIN  EZEKIEL  HALE. 

Captaiu  Ezekiel  Hale  of  Dracut  and  Moses 
Hale,  bis  brother,  came  from  an  ancient 
Newburyport  family  of  revolutionary  repute. 
On  page  3,  Book  III,  Dracut  town  records 
March  6,  1780,  is  noted  the  choosing  at  an 
anuual  town  meeting,  of  Captain  Ezekiel 
Hale  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  cor- 
respondence, inspection  and  safety.  His 
wife's  name  was  Abigail.  It  is  recorded  on 
page  374,  Vol.  V,  April  13, 1786.  that  Parker 
Varnum,  justice  of  the  peace,  on  that  date, 
married  Ezekiel  Hale,  jr.,  aud  Phrebe  Co- 
burn,  both  of  Dracut.  Capt.  Hae  diedl  In 
Dracut,  Aug.  2S,  1789,  aged  64.  His  grave- 
stone is  in  the  Hildreth  burying  ground.  He 
was  a  man  of  prominence  and  substance. 

It  is  said  that  the  position,  loveliuess  and 
accomplishments  of  Susanna  Hale  attracted 
the  attention  of  a  gentleman  of  education 
and  culture,  Rev.  Nathan  Davies,  but  the 
sword  prevailed  over  the  gown.  She  loved 
and  married  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  as  De»de- 
mona  did  Othello.    Susanna  excelled  iu  lace 
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knitting.  Owing  to  an  injury  to  her  hip,  oc- 
casioned by  a  fall  upon  the  ice  near  Reuben 
Richardson's  stone  house,  she  was  unable, 
during  the  closing  years  of  her  life,  to  aid 
Huldah  Hildreth  very  much  in  the  house- 
hold cares  of  the  large  family  of  relatives  and 
some  inmates — not  connections,  even, of  the 
family — human  barnacles  who  were  parasites 
upon  the  bounty  of  the  hospitable  squire  and 
whose  home  was  at  his  house. 

The  oath  of  allegiance  drawn  up  on  April 
2, 1787,  signed  by  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  by 
Major  William  Hildreth,  by  Lieut.  Josiah 
Hildreth,  by  General  William  Hildreth,  jr., 
and  later,  by  Lieut.  Micah  Hildreth,  has  been 
referred  to  and  lac  simile  given  in  these 
sketches.  This  oath  of  allegiance  merits 
more  extended  comment  than  the  limits  of 
this  sketch  will  permit.  The  period,  1766-87, 
in  Massachusetts  was  a  critical  one.  There 
were  four  stages  in  the  history  of  the  North 
American  revolution.  The  first  period  be- 
gan with  the  order  of  the  British  council  for 
enforcing  the  acts  of  trade  in  1760:  this  period 
reached  its  crisis  at  the  first  Congress  in 
Philadelphia  in  1774.  The  second  stage  was 
that  of  the  war  of  independence,  beginning 
fifteen  months  before  the  Declaration  and 
ending  by  the  preliminary  treaty  of  Paris, 
Nov.  30, 17S2.  The  third,  in  Massachusetts, 
was  in  17S6-7,  the  period  which  evolved'  the 
oath  of  allegiance  of  these  "embattled  farm 
ers"  of  Dracut.  The  fourth  stage  was  the 
meeting  of  the  first  Congress,  March  4, 1789. 

During  the  period  when  these  Dracut  pa- 
triots subscribed  to  the  oath  of  allegiance 
quoted,  Benjamin  Rush  wrote,  1787:  ''There 
Is  nothing  more  common  than  to  confound 
the  terms  of  American  revolution  with  those 
of  the  late  American  war.  The  American 
war  is  over,  but  this  is  far  from  being  the 
case  with  the  American  revolution.  On  the 
contrary,  nothing  but  the  first  act  of  the  great 
drama  is  closed.  It  remains  yet  to  establish 
and  perfect  our  new  forms  of  government, and 
to  prepare  the  principles, morals  and  manners 
of  our  citizens  for  these  forms  of  goverment, 
after  they  are  established  and  brought  to  per* 
fection."  Membership  with  such  national 
societies  as  the  "Sons  of  the  Revolution,"  or 
the  "Sons  of  the  American  Revolution," 
should  be  privileged  to  the  descendants  of 
the  signers  of  that  oath  of  allegiance,  char- 
acter being   acceptable.    Men    can    be   "too 


proud  to  care  from  whence  they  came,"  but 
descent  from  the  Dracut  patriots  who 
evolved  that  oath  after  the  war  struggle  with 
England  was  over,  should  be  a  matter  of 
pride.  The  oath  was  the  evolution  of  the 
revolution.  American  needs  and  trials  had 
taught  these  British  American  Puritans  of 
Dracut  the  necessity  for  such  solemn  asser- 
tion of  their  principles  and  determination. 
In  extolling  the  act,  the  compiler  of  these 
sketches  feels  that  it  needs  no  argument  to 
assert  that  the  oath  was  more  comprehensive 
and  smacks  of  something  more  than  Daniel 
Shay's  rebellion. 

On  page  238,  Vol.  III.,  town  records,  is 
noted  the  appointment  of  Lieut.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth to  be  committeeman  on  the  day  of  or- 
dination at  the  meeting  house  of  the  Rev. 
Solomon  Aiken.  About  this  time,  he  ad- 
vanced money  to  Capt.  Moses  Nowell  to  re- 
pay him  "for  clothing,  cash  and  provisions, 
the  latter  had  let  the  soldiers  have,  on  Nov. 
12,  17S7,  that  went  into  the  service  of  the 
government  last  winter."  This  smacks  of 
Shay's  rebelliou  and  was  the  third  time  that 
Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  advanced  money  for 
war  purposes  to  Dracut.  Three  years  later, 
the  ex-privateersman  was  placidly  gathering 
taxes  in  Dracut,  page  312,  Vol.  III.,  inform- 
ing us  that,  on  April  5, 1790,  the  town  voted 
to  give  "Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  constable, 
two  pence  on  the  pound  for  gathering  taxes 
this  year."  In  this  service  he  earned  30s. 
and  5d.,  which  sum  was  paid  him  by  vote  of 
a  town  meeting.  On  page  335  same  volume, 
Dec.  31, 1790,  it  appears  that  Dracut  paid  him 
£12,  about  ten  times  the  preceding  sum,  for 
"his  services  in  warning  out  of  town  a  num- 
ber of  families  and  persons  who,  without 
permission  from  the  authorities,  had  settled 
in  Dracut."  It  is  evident  that  these  old 
settlers  did  not  propose  to  harbor  nomadic 
idlers  or  believe  in  communism.  On  May  21 , 
1793,  Israel  Hildreth  notified  the  selectmen, 
so  the  record  on  page  374,  Vol.  III.,  shows, 
as  follows:  "I  have  taken  into  my  family 
to  bed  and  board,  Zecheriah  Wills,  son  of 
John  Wills  of  Bedford,  N.  H.,  who  came 
about  the  7th  day  of  May  last." 

Duriug  the  next  year  he  spent  seven  ami  a 
half  days  measuring  the  town  of  Dracut,  he 
being  chairman  of  a  committee  chosen  to 
"find  tbe  centre  where  to  build  a  new  meet- 
ing house  of    the  same    bigness    as  that    of 
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Rev.  Mr.  Moody's  meeting  bouse  in  Pel- 
ham."  Ee  was  paid  £1 10s.  for  this  time  and 
service  by  the  town,  and  the  wonder  is  that 
a  man  in  his  position  and  estate  shouid  so 
ungrudgingly  and  cheaply  give  himself,  his 
abilities,  and  bis  time  to  the  details  of  ser- 
vice, which,  it  would  seem,  other  pe/sons 
less  well  circumstanced  and  equipped  could 
have  been  found  to  attend  to.  Some  pecu- 
liar condition  of  n flairs,  not  recorded  then, 
or  patent  to  us,  a  ceutury  later,  must  have 
existed.  This  is  suggested  by  an  entry  on 
page  419,  Vol.  III.,  made  on  the  following 
year,  1791,  where  Lieut.  Israel  Hildretb, 
first  selectman  of  the  town  of  Dracut,  issued 
a  species  of  proclamation  directing  certain 
named  persons,  "they  not  having  the  town's 
consent  to  come  into  the  limits  thereof  for 
the  purpose  of  abiding,  to  depart  the  limits 
of  Dracut  within  fifteen  days  as  the  law  di- 
rects." As  at  no  succeeding  period  of  the 
town's  history,  so  far  as  the  preserved  rec- 
ords indicate,  was  any  such  notice,  service, 
or  notice  of  expulsion  made,  it  is  presum- 
able that  the  methods  of  action,  naval  and 
military  training,  and  physical  and  mental 
equipment  of  the  Lieutenant    rendered    blm 

peculiarly  compe'eut  to  deal  with  tramps. 

On  Nov.  25,  1793,  a  number  of  inhabitants 
of  Dracut  requested,  in  writing,  that  a  town 
meeting  be  held  "to  see  if  the  town  will  pass 
a  vote  to  discharge  Lieut.  Israel  Hildretb 
from  any  further  service  as  representative  in 
the  General  Court  for  this  commonwealth 
the  present  year,  and  for  which  he  was  cho- 
sen on  May  3rd;  and  petition  to  the  Honora- 
ble House  of  Representatives  that  his  seat 
may  be  vacated  there  accordingly,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  flagrantly  violated  the 
positive  instructions  of  the  town  relative  t© 
dividing  the  same  into  two  parishes,  the  last 
sitting  of  the  General  Court."  The  forego- 
ing is  an  extract  from  Vol.  IV,  page  64,  Dra- 
cut town  records.  The  town  meeting  was 
holden  Dec.  IGtb,  and  the  propos'tion,  the 
petition  anct  the  subscribing  inhabitants  were 
voted  down.  A'though  Israel  was  not  again 
returned  to  the  legislature  as  representative 
until  1801,  Dracut  freeholders  annually  elect- 
ed him  to  be  one  of  her  selectmeu  and  chose 
bim  as  town  treasurer,  fish  ward,  sealer  of 
weights,  etc.,  and  the  town  squabbles  about 
the  location  of  the  meeting  house,  a  new  par- 


ish, etc.,  went  on  as  usual.  He  paid  £8  L7s. 
for  pew  No.  45  In  the  meeting  house  at  the 
public  sale  for  choice  of  such,  Dee.  1,  17!M. 

This  entry,  page  143,  Vol.  IV,  Is  about  the 
last  notation  of  money  in  old  English  style. 
It  is  mentioned  that  Lieut,  [srael  Hildictb 
was  paid  $10  for  bis  services  as  town  treasu- 
rer iu  the  year  17!'6.  Maich  5,  1790,  the 
towu  voted  that  the  "Singers  shall  have  liber- 
ty to  build  a  pew  in  front  of  the  galK  ry ." 
This  innovation  met  with  resistance.  The 
practice  of  writing  the  title  of  "Lieutenant" 
before  Israel  Hildreth's  name  began  to  lapse, 
and  "Esquire"  began  to  be  substituted  early 
iu  1800.  Young  America  began  to  be  heard 
from.  It  is  noted  on  page  156,  Vol.  IV, 
March  3,  1S00,  that  iu  succession  to  William 
Hildretb,  junior,  Israel  Hildretb  was  chosen 
to  be  town  clerk  and  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures.  On  page  1GS,  same  volume.  Aug. 
15,  1800,  entry  Is  made  by  Israei  Hildretb, 
town  clerk-,  certifying  to  the  vote  whereby 
the  town  of  Dracut  agreed  to  appropriate 
$100  toward  the  expeuse  of  sending  Capt. 
David  Hildreth's  company  of  soldiers  to  Con- 
cord to  take  Dart  iu  the  celebration  there, 
"each  soldier  to  have  88  cents  in  money  and 
be  rationed  with  one  pint  of  Wist  Iu  lia  rum 
per  man,  also  three  pounds  beef  and  two 
pounds  of  rye  flour  bread."  This  Capt.  Dav- 
id Hildretb  was  the  son  of  Lieut.  MIcah  Hil- 
dretb, hence  grandson  of  Geu.  William  Hil- 
dretb, and  subsequently  lived   in   Lancaster. 

The  rising  generation  of  about  the  year 
1800  to  1S10  did  not  acquire  the  habit  of  ob- 
si  wing  the  distinctions  of  title  so  scrupu- 
lously observed  by  the  old  settlers  long  after 
the  custom  of  making  aud  recording  free- 
men ceased.  Perhaps  "Lieutenant,"  or 
"Squire,"  or  "Justice,"  Israel  Hildretb  was 
called  "Old  Man  Hildretb"  by  these  fledg- 
lings. On  June  S,  1801,  he  was  chosen  rep- 
resentative to  the  great  and  general  court  of 
Massachusetts  from  the  towu  of  Dracut,  in 
place  of  Colonel  Wm.  Hildretb,  chosen  sen- 
ator. Israei  was  re-elected  in  1802,  '3,  '4,  »5 
and  in  1806.  During  the  years  last  Indicated, 
he  was  instructed  to  use  bis  iufluence  with 
the  general  court  to  favor  the  building  of  a 
bridge  over  the  Merrimack  at  Deer  Jump 
falls,  and  then  he  was  instructed  to  oppose 
It.  Iu  bis  capacity  as  town  clerk,  he  entered 
these  Inconsistent    resolutions,    the    first    ou 
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page  216,  Vol.  4,  the  second  on  page  226. 
James  Hovey  succeeded  him  as  town  clerk 
on  March  3,  1806;  Israel  resumed  the  office 
March  7,  1S08.  Caleb  Blanchard  relieved 
him  two  years  later.  On  page  279,  it  is 
noted  that  Israel  Hildreth  was  appointed  a 
committee  to  the  general  court  to  oppose 
tne  narrowing  of  the  passage  way  for  rafts 
at  Bodwell's  falls  near  the  new  proposed 
bridge,  May  4,  1S07. 

It  is  noted  that  even  during  his  term  of 
service  as  representative,  he  continued  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  various  local  offices  in 
Dracut.  Those  were  the  days  of  more  than 
republican  simplicity.  Thus  in  1804,  '5,  '6, 
'8,  and  '9,  be  wa9  chosen  town  clerk.  In 
1803-4  he  was  sworn  in  as  sealer  of  weights 
and  measures.  During  the  former  year,  be 
and  Hon.  William  Hildreth  acted  as  a  joint 
committee  in  arguing  certain  Dracut  inter- 
ests. He  was  chosen  surveyor  of  highways 
in  his  native  lown  in  1805,  also  in  1809,  and  as 
a  selectman  in  1806.  The  winter  of  1806-7 
promised  to  bring  the  United  States  to  the 
verge  of  war  with  France,  owing  to  Napole- 
on's Berliu  decree,  and  Israel  Hildreth  be- 
lieved that  justification  for  war  existed.  In 
1808  we  again  fled  him  signing  himself  town 
treasurer.  CaleD  Blanchard  succeeded  him 
as  '.own  clerk  in  1810,  two  years  before  our 
second  war  with  England.  Thomas  Hovey 
was  town  clerk  in  1812  and  Isaac  Coburn  in 
1813  and  1814. 

The  compiler  here  digresses  to  comment  a 
little.  Pages  272  to  283,  inclusive,  Vol.  V. 
of  the  original  town  records  of  Dracut  are 
blank.  They  never  were  filled  in.  The  fair 
inference  is  thai  the  town  clerk  was  either 
neglectful,  lazy  or  incompetent.  Thus  the 
record  of  the  part  borne  by  Elijah  Hildreth. 
jr.,  and  other  Dracut  soldiers  in  the  war  with 
England,  terminating,  on  land,  by  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  is  lost.  It  would  be  inter- 
esting to  give,  from  the  original  records,  the 
names  of  those  patriotic  sons  of  Dracut  who 
entered  the  mlllitary  or  naval  service.  To 
the  compiler  of  the  Hildreth  genealogy  of 
Dracut,  this  hiatus  in  the  records  is  peculiar- 
ly annoying.  Since  1710,  the  clerical  duties 
of  town  clerk  bad  been  successively  per- 
formed with  exact  fidelity  by  Major  Ephralm 
Hildreth,  then  by  bis  son  and  namesake; 
then  by  Major  William,  brother  of  the  latter; 
then  by  General   William    Hildreth,    son    of 


Major  William,  who  transferred  the  carefully 
kept  records  to  William  Hildreth, 3rd,  who, 
in  turn,  was  succeeded  as  town  clerk  by 
Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth.  William  Hildreth. 
3d,  died,  unmarried,  shortly  after  he  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  college.  Whatever 
there  is  of  interest  or  genealogical  impor- 
tance in  these  sketches  is  mainly  due  to  the 
accuracy,  detail  and  care  with  which,  for 
more  than  a  century,  they  were  kept  by  these 
related  HUdreths.  They  give,  in  fact,  the 
history  of  the  town  and  the  doings  of  its 
people.  It  is  regretted  that  the  immediate 
successors  in  local  office  of  Lieut.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth were  as  incompetent,  neglectful  or 
careless  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions  as 
he  and  his  ancestors  were  the  reverse  of  these 
qualities. 

The  fact  that  the  action  of  the  Federal 
government  in  declaring  war  against  Eng- 
land was  not  wholly  concurred  in  by  Massa- 
chusetts because,  among  other  reasons,  it 
bore  with  such  severity  upon  our  extensive 
commercial  interests,  would  invest  with  un- 
usual interest  the  perusal  of  the  town  rec- 
ords, and  enable  the  descendants  of  the  Hii- 
dreths who  fought  in  the  old  French  and 
Indian  wars,  and  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
to  see  just  what  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  did  in 
the  war  of  1812-"13-'14.  Owing  to  alleged 
non-payment  by  the  state  of  war  debts  in- 
cident to  that  war,  the  federal  government 
possessed  itself,  and  still  retains,  the  rec- 
ords of  military  service  and  finance  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  state  authorities  in  Boston 
can  give  the  compiler  no  data  in  the  case. 
For  reasons  stated,  the  war  information 
cannot  be  given.  How  "Major"  Jonathan 
Hildreth  of  Dracut  acquired  that  military 
title,  about  this  period,  i9  unknown  to  the 
compiler.  Similar  ignorance  exists  as  to 
how  Capt.  David  Hildreth  came  to  be  so 
styled.  On  Nov.  10,  1803,  Lydla,  daughter 
of  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  married  Samuel 
Hildreth  of  Dracut.  It  is  noted  in  the  post 
belium  records  of  Dracut,  also  on  his  grave- 
stone, that  he  was  called  ''Captain''  Samuel 
Hildreth.  How  he  earned  that  military  title 
is  unknown  to  the  compiler.  It  is  known 
that  Elijah  Hildreth,  junior,  of  Dracut  was 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
in  the  line  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  so  became  entitled  to 
a   tract   of    land    in    Cayuga  county,  N.  Y., 
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1S09-1S16,  but  tbe  compiler  is  unable  to  give 
a  record  of  tbe  nature  aud  extent  of  bis  mili- 
tary services  during  our  second  war  witb 
England.  After  tbe  death  of  General  Wil- 
liam Hildreth,  bis  son,  Frederick  Augustus, 
was  an  army  officer  during  our  1812  war  witb 
England.  General  Hlldretb  was  a  member 
of  tbe  Society  of  Cincinnati.  His  sons  are 
now  dead,  and  tbe  right  of  membership  re- 
verts, it  is  believed,  to  tbe  compiler  of  these 
sketches. 

Major  Jonathan  Hildreth  died  Oct.  2S, 
1819.  He  was  the  husband  of  Elizabeth 
Wimble  Ansart  of  Dracut.  She  came  of 
Revolutionary  fighting  stock.  Capt.  Sam 
Hildreth  died,  Dracut,  Aug.  13, 1S30,  and  it 
is  said  that  he  was  a  volunteer  soldier  in  tne 
last  war  with  England.  He  came  of  fighting 
stock,  being  tbe  son  of  Lieutenant  Jusiah 
and  Hannah  (Varnurn)  Hildreth,  his  wife, 
of  Dracut.  His  father  fought  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga  aud  tbe  boy  was  of  military 
instincts.  His  epitaph  was  writ'en  by  Dr. 
Israel  Hildreth  in  1830. 

Here  it  is : 
'In  memory  of  Captain  Samuel  Hildreth.    P  gcd, 

40  years. 
To  this  sail  grave,  who  e'er  thou  art,  draw  near. 
Here  lies  the  husband  loved,  the  parent  dear; 
Warm   hearted,  generous,    good   without   pre- 
tence, 
Blest  with  sound  wisdom  and  with  solid  sense. 
He  ne'er  knew  joy  but  friendship  might  divide, 
Nor  made  his  triends  to  grieve    but  when  he 
died." 

The  records  show  that  before  the  close  of 
1811,  Lieut.  Israel  Hlidretb  transferred  to 
Dauiel  C.  Abbot,  all  books,  papers,  etc.,  per- 
taining to  the  town  treasury  ;  also  the  fund, 
$2,646.55.  He  was  fish  ward  from  1812  to 
1833.  >His  landed  property  extended  to  the 
Merrimack  river,  including,  in  its  front,  the 
shore  line  from  where  Aiken  street  bridge 
now  stands  to  the  tongue  of  land  at  the 
mouth  of  Beaver  Brook  now  owned  by  the 
Locks  and  Canals  company.  These  old  shad 
fishing  grounds  now  have  three  owners, 
Mrs.  Rowena  Hildreth  (Reade).  Mrs. 
Florence  Hildreth  (Nesmitb)  aud  Mrs. 
Row  na  Hildreth  (Palmer). 

On  page  335,  Vol.  5,  Dracut  town  records, 
July  5, 1816,  appears  the  signature  of  Israel 
Hildreth,  esquire,  justice  of  the  peace. 
Hundreds  of  marriages  were  solemnized  by 
him  in  this  capacity  and    there    is    a    barrel 


full  of  papers  all  relating  to  him  in  this  mag- 
isterial capacity  now  in  the  posses-ion  of  the 
sons  of  Laura  Wright  Hildreth  (Pearson). 

Page  311,  Vol.  V.  notes  that  Israel  Hil- 
dreth was  chosen  to  inspect  and  superintend 
the  towu  schools,  March  2,  1818.  He  re- 
tained an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation until  his  death,  September  (i,  1839,  and 
his  son,  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  maintained  the 
same  interest,  annually  filling  tbe  position  of 
school  committeeman,  although  declining  any 
other  office.  Captain  Robert  Reade  was  a 
co-laborer  of  Dr.  Hildreth  as  school  commit- 
teeman of  Dracut  for  many  years. 

Six  years  before  Lowell  was  incorporated 
as  a  town,  Israel  Hildreth,  esquire,  no  long- 
er styled  "Lieutenant,"  was  put  into  the 
jury  box  as  a  juror  in  Dracut,  aud  on  page 
98,  Vol.  VI,  March  3,  1823,  we  find  that  the 
ex-representative  was  chosen  fence  viewer. 
He  took  the  prescribed  oath  of  qualification 
as  field  driver  April  7. 1823. 

On  page  171,  Vol.  VI,  April  3,  1826,  it  is 
noted  that  at  a  town  meeting  holden  that 
date  he  received  23  votes  for  the  position  of 
senator  and  councillor,  Middlesex  district. 
Lowell  was  then  called  "East  Chelmsford" 
by  many  people.  On  March  5,  1S27,  Israel 
Hildreth  was  chosen  tythingman  of  Dracut. 
During  1826  the  town  dismissed  a  proposi- 
tion to  lay  out  a  road  from  the  parish,  so 
called,  10  tbe  "contemplated  bridge  over  the 
Merrimack"  at  the  old  Robert  Hildreth's 
ferry.  This  proposition  was  the  precursor 
of  what  was  afterwards  called  River  street, 
now  Lakeview  avenue.  PageSOS,  Vol.  VI, 
Oct.  31,  1827,  states  that  Israel  Hildreth,  on 
behalf  of  Dracut,  was  chosen  to  appear  be- 
fore the  county  commissioners  of  highwajs 
at  Carter's  tavern,  Lowell,  there  to  oppose 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Bradley  and  others 
praying  for  certain  alterations  in  the  high- 
ways of  Dracut.  On  April  5,  1S2S,  Israel 
Hildreth's  report  regarding  the  revision  aud 
division  of  the  town  into  ceitain  highway 
districts  was  spread  upou  the  records. 

It  appears  that  the  chief  subjects  of  con- 
tention of  \e  oldeu  days,  viz.,  meeting  house 
sites,  pews,  choir,  minister's  settlements, 
etc.,  etc.,  were  superseded  by  debates  and 
actions  regarding  the  location  of  new  public 
roads,  toll  vs.  free  bridges,  and  the  interfer- 
ences with  shad  fishing  in  the  Merrimack. 
Old  Ferry  lane  is  now  called  Hildreth  street. 
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W'biit  is  dovv  Lakeview  avenue  did  not  run 
through  any  portion  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth's 
laud  uutil  the  fali  of  1841.  The  report  ac- 
cepting the  same  by  the  selectmen  of  Dracut 
was  dated  March  6,  1848. 

Ou  page  414,  Vol.  VI,  July  21,  1S2S,  Dra- 
cut town  records,  there  appears  a  warraut, 
or  order,  signed  by  Israel  Hildreth,  jr.,  jus- 
tice of  the  peice.  It  notifies  Israel  Hildreth, 
«;■  ,  esquire,  "he  being  a  disinterested  and 
judicious  person  of  Dracut,"  that  he  Is  "ap- 
pointed to  appraise,  under  oath,  to  his  best 
judgment,  two  young  cattle  takeu  up  by 
Reuben  Richardson,  jr.,  held  driver."  On 
page  415,  following,  appears  the  oath  and 
appraisement  of  the  disinterested  and  judi- 
cious I>rael,  senior,  July  21, 1828,  that  the 
steer  is  worth  $1  and  the  heifer  $5  50.  Total 
$12.50. 

Lieutenant  Israel  Hildreth  was  chosen  sur- 
veyor of  highways  March  1,  1830.  During 
Mirch  of  the  following  year,  Dracut  "voted 
to  dismiss  the  proposition  to  divide  the  high- 
way district  where  Israel  Hildreth  was  sur- 
veyor, last  year."  He  failed  of  election  as 
representative  of  Essex  county,  North  Dis- 
trict, In  1832.  Some  correspondence  regard- 
ing the  relations  of  Israel  Hildreth  to  Elij  ih 
and  Dexter  and  Israel  Hildreth,  3rd,  ap- 
pears upon  pa^es  316,  350,  303,  368  and  397  of 
Vol.  VI.,  1833,  under  dates  of  Nov.  21  and 
May  23, 1826,  and  March  4  and  Nov.  11, 1833. 
There  is  no  further  mention  in  the  town  rec- 
ords of  Dracut  of  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth 
uutil  the  entry  on  page  121,  Vol.  VII.,  March 
28, 183S,  on  which  date  he  was,  at  his  own 
request,  excused  from  serving  as  road  view- 
er of  the  road  from  the  Centre  meeting 
house  to  Metbuen.  He  had  borne  a  useful 
part  In  the  development  of  our 
institutions.  His  life  Illustrated  the 
best  phases,  aud  none  of  the 
vices  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  His 
reputation  was  a  local  one,  but  where  he  was 
known  he  was  regrded  as  a  representative 
man.  He  had  many  of  the  New  England 
peculiarities  in  their  best  forms.  Of  un- 
bending integrity,  his  justice  in  all  his  deal- 
ings was  of  that  nature  which  prevents  pau- 
perism. No  contract  of  his  was  ever  dis- 
puted or  delayed.  He  uever  hesitated  to 
follow  his  convictions  from  auy  fear  of 
commeut  or  criticism.  He  settled  many  es- 
tates, filled  many  offices    of    trust,    was   the 


first  man  thought  of  in  private  life  as  an 
arbiter;  and  in  his  political  relations  was 
often  the  choice  of  bis  opponents  to  conduct 
investigations  and  serve  on  committees 
where  integrity  and  impartiality  were  re- 
quired. It  was  well  understood  that  no  per- 
sonal or  party  motive  could  make  Israel 
Hildreth  swerve  in  the  trust  reposed  iu  him. 
He  was  a  good  citizeu,  reliable  in  all  his 
relations,  uever  admitting  that  a  lower  code 
of  morals  can  be  recoguized  in  public  and 
political  than  in  private  matters. 

He  died  Sept.  6,  1839,  at  his  home  in  Dra- 
cut and  is  remembered  by  some  as  one  of  the 
stanch  federals  of  the  days  when  the  federals 
had  an  organization.  Two  white  marble 
gravestones  side  by  side  in  the  Hildreth 
burial  cemetery  mark  the  last  resting  places 
of  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  aud  Susauna  (Hale), 
his  wife. 

EPHRAIM  HILDRETH — 1680-1740. 

Iv  1724  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
passed  an  act  offering  a  bouuty  lor  the  de- 
struction of  certain  hostile  tribes  of  Iudians 
who  had  committed  mauy  barbarities.  Then 
came  the  expeditious,  three  in  number,  of 
Cipt.  John  Lovewell.  His  company  includ- 
ed Ephraim  Hildreth  of  Dracut.  Lovewell's 
last  expedition,  April  15, 1725,  was  disastrous 
to  most  of  his  command.  The  instructions 
of  the  Geueral  Court  to  Col.  Tyng  are  found 
in  the  Massachusetts  Archives,  Book  72,  page 
263.  Vol.  61,  page  196,  Massachusetts 
Archives,  g'ves  the  muster  roll  of  the  com- 
pany in  His  Majesty's  service  under  the  com- 
mand of  Eleazor  Tyng.  This  roll  furnishes 
the  following  information: 

"Ephraim  Hildreth,  rank  sergeant,  resi- 
dence, Dracut.  Eulrance  on  the  service, 
June  10,  1725.  Till  what  time  in  the  service, 
Nov.  3,  1725.  Whole  time  in  service,  21 
weeks." 

ELIJAH  HILDRETH— 172S1S1 4. 

The  record  of  military  service  of  Elijah 
Hildreth,  of  Israel  Hildreth,  and  of  William 
Hildreth  of  Dracut  is  certified  to  by  Win,  M. 
Oliu,  secretary  of  state  for  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  in  the  following 
words  : 

"Record  of  service  of  Elijah  Hildreth  from 
Revolutionary  Rolls  iu  Mass.  Archives;  Vol. 
12,  page  194.  Lexington  Alarm.  A  list  of 
the  Travil    and    Servis    of    Capt.    Jonathan 
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Mlnot  of  Westford.  In  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  the  men  under  him  belouging  to 
the  Regiment  of  Militia  where  of  Jame9 
Prescott,  E^q.  is  Colouel.  We,  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  alarm  made  on  the  19th  of 
April  1775  Marched  from  home  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Co'loney  against  the  Ministerial 
Troops,"  etc. 

"Elijah  Hildreth,  Rauk.  private.  Time  in 
service,  4  days." 

Vo'.  21,  page  36.  "Cambridge,  Jiuuary 
12,1776.  A  Role  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Mlnott's 
Company  in  Coll.  Baldwin's  Regiment  To  Re- 
ceive One  penny  pr.  mile  for  their  Rations 
from  their  Respective  Places  of  Abode  and 
their  Return  to  the  same. 

"Elijah  Hildreth,  Rank,  drummer." 

Vol.  54,  tile  H,  No.  52.  "Chelmsford  April 
the  19,  1776  Received  the  Hool  of  wages  due 
to  us  as  soldiers  in  Capt.  John  Ford's  com- 
pany and  in  Coll  Roberson  Ridgt  from  the 
Fifth  Day  of  February  to  the  First  day  of 
April,  we  say,  Received  by  us. 

"Elijah  Elildreth." 

Vol.  22.  page  75.  "Pay  Ro'e  for  wages  due 
to  the  uou-Commissioued  officers  and  soldiers 
in  Capt.  Simon  Hum's  Company  in  the  Regt. 
of  Guards  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States 
of  America  Commanded  by  Colo  Jacob  Ger- 
rish  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
from  the  time  of  their  Entering  the  Service 
Uutill  they  were  discharged  allowing  one 
days  pay  for  Every  twenty  Miles  Travil  to 
their  Respective  Homes.  Discharged  the  14 
and  the  time  allowed  to  return  is  added. 
Winter  Hill,  December  ye  15,  1778. 

"Elijah  Hildreth.  Rank,  private.  Engaged 
July  1.  Discharged,  Dec.  16.  Time  of  ser- 
vice, 5  mouths,  16  days." 

ISRAEL  HILDRETH— 1755-1839. 

Vol.22,  page  7.  "A  pay  roll  of  Capt. 
John  Porter's  company  of  2ml.  Regt.  of  Mass- 
achusetts Bay  Militia  Commanded  by  Colo 
S.imuel  Denny,  E«q'r.  S'd  Regt.  Raised  for  the 
Defence  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
tnree  mouths,  Oot'r  Nov'r  Decem'r  1779. 

"Israel  Hildreth,  Rauk,  private.  Com- 
mencement of  pay,  Oct.  19,  Discharged,  Nov. 
23.  Time  in  service,  1  month,  15  days. 
(Service  at  Claveiack,  N.  Y.)" 

WILLIAM  HILDRETH,  SR. — 1723. 

Copy  of  Major  William  Hildreth's  commis- 
sion.    February  4, 1776.    Original  found    on 


page   305,   Vol.    194,    Revolutionary     Rolls, 
Massachusetts  Archives. 

]  SEAL.  [ 

The    Major  (  art  of  the  Council  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  New  England. 

Colony  of  the 

Massachusetts  Bay. 

To  William  Hildreth,  Esquire,  Greeting. 

Wm  Sever.  You    being    appointed      first 

Major  of   the   Seventh   Regi- 

VV.  Spooner.  ment  of  Militia  iu  the  County 

of  Middlesex  whereof  Simeon 

J.  Winthrop.         Spaulding,   Esq'r   is  Colonel, 
By     virtue     of     the    power 

Jcd'h  Foster.        vested  in  U3,  We  do  by  these 
premises     (reposing    special 

John  Whitcomb.  Trust  and  Confidence  In  your 
loyalty,    Courage    and    good 

T.  Cushing.  Conduct)    commission    you 

accordingly.    You  are  there- 
James' Prescott.    fore  carefully  and  diligently 
to  discharge    the    duty    ot  a 

Eldad  Taylor.       First  Major  in  leading,  order- 
ing and  exercising  said  Regi- 

Mictuel  Farley     ment  in  arms,  both    inferior 
officers  and  soldiers;    and  to 

J.  Palmer.  keep  them  in  good  Order  and 

Discipline. 

Moses  Gi  1.  And    they    are    hereby  com- 

manded to  obey  you  as  their 

Cdeb  Cushing.     1st  Major  and  you  are  yourself 
to  observe  and    follow    such 

Saml.  Hotten.       orders    and    instructions    as 
you   shall   from  time  to  time 

John  Taylor.         receive  from  the  Major  part 
of  the  Council,  or  your  supe 

B  White.  rior  officers.  Given  under  our 

hai-ds  and  the  seal  of  the  said 
Colony  at  Watertown  the 
fourteenth  day  of  February  In 
the  Sixteenth  year  of  the 
Reign  of  his  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third,  Anno  Dom- 
ini, 1776. 

By  the  Command  of  the 
Major  Part  of  the  Council 

Perez  Morton 

D.  Sheriff. 
Extract  from  Vol.  194.  page    304,    Revolu- 
tionary Rolls,  Mass.  Archives. 

Dracut,  March  22,  1776. 
May  it  Dlease  your  honours,  I  am    sensible 

of  the  Honour  done  me  by  your  Honours    in 

appointing  me  a  First  Major  in   the    Seventh 

Regiment  in  the  County   of    Middlesex,    but 

the  consciousness  of    my    being    unqualified 
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and  unequal  to  that  important  post  will,  I 
hope,  excuse  my  declining  it.  I  therefore 
have  enclosed  the  commission  to  your  Hon- 
ours and  pray  your  Honours  to  appoint  some 
other  person  in  my  place. 
I  remain  your  Honours 

Most  obedient  humble  servant 

William  Hildreth 

To  the  Honorable  Council 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
In  Council  April  4th,  1776 
Read  and  sent  down 

PEREZ  MORTON 

D.  Sec'y. 

Recorded  page  65. 
Vol.  28,  page  102.  "Field  officers,  County 
of  Middlesex,  Feb.  8, 1776,  William  Hildreth, 
First  Major,  7th  Reg.  April  6,  Jona  Brown 
appointed  1st  Major  in  the  Room  of  William 
Hildreth  who  declined." 

Page  9,  1774.    Journal    of    the    Provincial 
Congress,    published    in    Boston   by  Dutton 
and  Wentworth,  printers  to  the  state,  1838. 
First  Provincial  Congress. 
Oct.  7, 1774. 
Dracut.     William  Hildreth,  member. 

GENERAL    WILLIAM    HILDRETH,  JR.,— 1757- 

1813. 

Record  of  service  of  William  Hildreth 
from  Revolutionary  Rolls,  Mass.  Archives. 

Vol.  13,  page  79,  Lexington  Alarm. 

"A  Muster  Roll  of  the  Company  of  Militia 
under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Stephen  Rus- 
sell of  Dracutt  in  Col.  Greens  Regt.  that 
Marched  on  ye  19th  of  April  1775  against  the 
Ministerial  Troops. 

"William  Hildreth,' Rank,  private.  Time  in 
service,  4  days." 

Vol.  24, 139. 

"Camp  on  White  Plains,  October  31,  1776. 
Return  of  Capt.  Zachariah  Wrights  company 
In  Col.  Brooks  regiment. 

"William  Hildreth,  Rank,  private.  In 
Camp." 

Continental  Series,  8th  Reg't.  Col.  Jack- 
son, page  146. 

"William  Hildreth,  Sergeant  of  Dracutt. 

"Service  from  May  16, 1777  to  Oct.  7, 1777; 
4  months, 21  days.    Promoted  Ensign." 

Vol.  28,  page  58. 

"Officers    promoted    in    the     Continental 


army  and  warrant  made  out  Nov.  26, 1779. 

"William  Hildreth,  Ensign." 

Vol.18,  page  153,  Continental  Series. 

William  Hildreth,  an  Ensign  in  Col.  Mich'l 
Jacksons  Regt.  "service,  from  Oct.  7  1777  to 
31  Dec.  1779;  26  mouths,  23  days." 

Mass.  Archives,  Vol.  203,  page  143. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Jackson  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  House  dated  camp  at  Totaway  15  h 
October,  1780,  recommending  for  promotion 
Ensign  William  Hildreth  for  Lieutenant, 
vice  Lieuteuant  Oaadiah  Wetherell,  re- 
signed. 

Vol.  19,  page  74,  Cantinential  Series. 

"William  Hildreth  Ensign  and  Lieut,  in 
Col.  Michael  Jackson's  Regt.  Service  from 
1st  of  January  to  31st  Dec.  1780,  12  months?) 

Vol.  61.  page  107,  Revolutionary  Rolls. 

"Return  of  the  officers  in  service  in  the  Sth 
Mass.  Reg't  April  16, 1783. 

"William  Hilareth,  Rank,First  Lieut.  Com- 
missioned Sept.  14,  1780." 

Vol.  49,  page  178,  Revolutionary  Rolls. 

"Roll  and  muster  of  the  7th  Company,  Sth 
Regiment  Massachusetts,  Commanded  by 
Colo.  Michael  Jackson,  Esq'r.  24  May,  17S3. 

"William  Hildreth,  Rank,  Lieuteuant." 

William  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  grandson  of 
Major  Ephraim  Hildreth,  was  a  member  of 
the  Order  of  Cincinnati.  He  was  a  soldier, 
a  gentleman  and  a  patriot. 

THE   DIRECT  LINE  OF  DESCENT   FROM    GEN- 
ERAL    WILLIAM      HILDRETH    IS 
EXTINCT. 

Although  General  William  Hildreth  was 
married  three  times,  his  line  is  extinct. 
Documentary  evidence  of  this  fact  does  not 
exist,  but  Mr.  William  Hovey,  who  was 
born  Sept.  10, 1802,  and  who  now  lives  at 
No.  12  Fourth  street,  Lowell,  states,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows: 

"I  remember  when  General  William  nil- 
dreth's  interment  took  place.  I  was  eleven 
years  old  at  the  time,  September,  1813.  He 
was  a  very  handsome  man.  He  died  in  Con- 
cord, but,  toward  nightfall,  his  body  was 
brought  to  Dracut.  The  remains  were 
buried  in  the  graveyard  located  at  what  is 
now  the  corner  of  Aiken  avenue  and  Hil- 
dreth street,  Lowell.  His  wife  Susanna 
(Bodwell),    and    his    second    wife     (Alice) 
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have  their  gravestones  there.  General  Hil- 
dreth had  appointed  Col.  Joseph  ButterOekl 
of  Tyngsboro'  to  be  deputy  sheriff,  and  Col. 
Buttertield  was  interested  in  having  a  memo- 
rial  >toue  ertcted  to  bis  friend." 

William  Hildreth,  3d,  died,  unmarried, 
shortly  after  graduation  at  Harvard.  Fred- 
erick Augustus  Hildreth  did  not  inherit  bis 
father's  ster.ing  qualities.  He  died,  unmar- 
ried. Th  mas  Jtffersou  Hildreth  died  of 
consumption,  in  Dra<:ut  hi  1820.  He  was 
unmarried.  Adeline  Hildreth  is  recorded, 
pme  347.  Vol.  IV.,  Dracut  records,  to  have 
died  Aug.  24,  1S02,  agtd  about  four  months. 
Susannah  Hildreth  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
Sbe  never  married.  The  place  of  her  death 
wis  Plaqutmine,  near  New  Orleans,  La. 
Harriet  Hildreth  married  Fredeiick  II.  Da- 
vis. There  was  no  issue.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D  ivis  lived  after  their  marriage  and  died  at 
Piaquemine,  La. 

Of  the  foregoing,  William,  3d,  Susannah, 
Harriet  and  Frederick  Augustus  were  the 
children  of  Geo.  William  Hildreth  and  Su- 
sanna (Bodwell).  his  first  wife.  She  died  in 
Dracut  Sept.  20,  1793.  By  his  second  wife, 
Alice,  who  died  March  6,  1S03,  Gen.  Hil- 
dreth   had   two  children,    T  homus  Jefferson 

and  Adeline.  He  is  not  known  to  have  had 
issue  by  his  third  wife.  Mary  Sbephard  of 
Hopkinton.  His  marriage  with  the  last 
named  took  place  about  four  years  before  his 
death.  She  was  a  wid  w  ana  bad  children 
by  her  first  husband. 

Mr.  William  Hovey's  statement  is  corrobo- 
rated, in  essential  facts,  by  his  brother, 
Deacon  George  Hovey  of  Dracut,  grandson 
of  the  Thomas  Hovey  who  was  a  contempo- 
rary of  both  Gen.  William  Hildreth  and  his 
father,  the  Major.  These  related  Hoveys 
were  born  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the 
house  built  aud  occupied  by  General  William 
Hildreth  fating  the  Dracut  common,  now 
called  the  Hancbet.  or  Sargent,  house.  Mr. 
George  Hovey's  home  for  eighty-two  years 
has  been  close  by  the  former  borne  of  Gen- 
eral Wm.  Hildreth  and  family,  and  he  clear- 
ly remembers  his  children  Susau  and  Thom- 
as Jefferson.  The  bouse  of  Dr.  Peleg  Brad- 
ey,  deceased  1S17,  is  a  few  yards  northwest 
of    the    Gen.    Wm.    Hildreth    house.      His 


paughters,  Louisa  and  Mary  Jane  (widow 
of  C.  W.  Thompson),  were  born  there. 
These  ladles,  lnc'uding  Miss  Harriet  Bradley, 
state  hat  Harriet,  wife  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Davis. 
c'ied,  without  Issue,  at  Plaquemiup,  La.; 
further,  that  Susanua  died,  unmarried,  in 
Plaquemine.  The  Bradley  sisters  have  the 
commission  of  Amis  Bradley  as  surgeon, 
sworn  to  in  1S04  before  Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  Hil- 
dreth, then  commanding  "lb  regiment,  2d 
Brigade,  3J  Division  of  Militla,during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Caleb  Strong,  governor. 
They  state  that  the  children  of  Gen.  Wm. 
Hildreth  died  all  either  unmarried  or  without 
progeny.  Thus  the  General  has  no  male 
lineal  descendant. 

MILITARY  SERVICES  OF  ELIJAH   HILDRETH, 
JR.,   DURING  THE  WAR  OF  1S12. 

The  military  services  during  the  revolu- 
tion of  Elijah,  youngest  son  of  Major  Eph" 
ralm  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  have  been  referred 
to.  For  his  services  in  the  Continental  army 
near  Cambridge  and  the  defence  of  Boston 
In  1777  S,  when  troops  were  called  out  by  the 
General  Court,  be  was  paid  £14  by  the  se- 
lectmen of  Dracut.  This  payment  was  pur- 
suant to  the  auditing  resolve  of  the  committee 
chosen  by  Dracut  to  adjust  the  claims  of  sol- 
diers for  services  In  the  army.  The  town 
raised  £1535  10s.  for  this  purpose  in  May, 
1778.  The  committee  consisted  of  Isaac 
Fox,  Ephralm  Curtis,  Wm.  Wood  and  Lieut. 
David  Jones. 

Vol.  XX.,  page  75,  Revolutionary  rolls, 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, prove  that  he  was  private  In  Capt.  Si- 
mon Hunt's  company  in  Col.  Jacob  Gerrish's 
regiment  of  Guards  on  duty  at  Cambridge 
from  July  1  to  Dec.  16.  1778.  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne's  army  surrendered  at  Saratoga  Oct. 
17,1777.  The  winter  of  1777  wasa  terrlblel 
one    for  our  poorly  clad  soldiers. 

It  would  be  strange  If  only  one  son  of 
Elijah  Hildreth.  senior,  and  Susannah  (Bar- 
ker), his  wife,  had  followed  In  the  foot- 
steps of  the  palr'otie  father  as  regarded  mili- 
ary or  naval  service  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  What  Lieut.  Is- 
rael Hildreth  (the  privateersman,  son  of 
Elijah,  senior,  father  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,) 
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did  od  sea  during  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
and  afterwards  with  the  land  forces,  has 
been  noted.  Evidence  of  further  military 
service  on  the  part  of  another  of  Eliiah's 
offspring  is  suggested  by  a  deed  of  convey, 
ance,  dated  Nov.  13, 1816,  by  Walter  Woods 
to  Charles  Richardson.  It  carries  internal 
evidence  of  military  service  performed  by 
Elijah  Hildretb,  jr.,  during  our  war  with  Eng- 
land, beginniug  in  1812.  The  deed  carries  us 
to  Scipio,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  and  to  the 
town  of  Locke  in  the  same  state. 

The  original  document  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Fisher  Hildreth  Pearson, 
grandson,  twice  removed,  of  Elijah  Hildreth , 
sr.,  and  is  here  given  entire. 

ELIJAH   HILDRETH,     JR.,     TO     ELIJAH     HIL 
DRETH,  SR. 

Whereas  Elijah  Hildreth  of  Dracut  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex  and  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  did,  on  the  fifth  day  of 
October,  Eighteen-hundred-and-nine,  convey 
to  Walter  Wood  of  Scipio  in  the  County  of 
Cayuga  and  State  of  New  York,  all  the  ar- 
rearages, wages  and  pay  gratuity  and  land 
which  Elijah  Hildreth,  Junior,  became  en- 
titled to  from  the  state  of  New  York  or  from 
the  United  States : 

And  whereas  the  said  Elijah  Hildreth  bath 
since  deceased  and  Israel  Hildreth,  Obadlah 
Richardson,  Susanna  Hildreth,  Hannah 
Richardson,  Susanna  Richardson,  Huldah 
Hildreth  and  William  Richardson,  all  of 
Dracut  aforesaid,  did  on  the  ninth  day  of 
August  eighteen-hundred-aud-sixteen,  re- 
mise, release,  and  forever  quit-claim  unto 
Charles  Richardson  of  Dracut  aforesaid, 
Trader,  all  their  right  and  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  Locke,  in  the  county  of  Cayuga, 
and  State  of  New  York,  which  Elijah  Hil- 
dreth. Junior  became  entitled  for  his  ser- 
vices in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  the  line  of  the  State  of  New 
York: 

And  w  hereas  the  said  Israel  Hildreth, 
Obadiah  Richardson,  Susanna  Richardson, 
Susanna  Hildreth,  Hannah  Richardson,  Hul- 
dah Hildreth  and  William  Richardson  did  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  remise,  release  and 
forever  quitclaim  unto  Matthew  Tollman   of 


Scipio,  in  the  county  of  Cayuga,  Lot  num- 
ber eight  in  the  Township  of  Locke,  in  the 
military  tract  in  the  State  of  New  York : 

AH  of  whlcb  deeds  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  Walter  Woods,  together  with  one 
siven  by  the  said  Charles  Richardson  to  the 
said  Walter  Wood*,  by  which  the  said 
Charles  Richardson  remised,  released  and 
quitclaimed  unto  the  said  Waltei  Woods  lot 
number  eight  in  the  Township  of  Locke  ex- 
cept the  State's  hundred  acres  in  the  South 
East  corner  of  said  Lot : 

Now  kuow  all  men  by  these  presents,  that 
I,  the  said  Walter  Wood,  do  covenant  for 
myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  administra- 
tors, that  I  will  retain  said  deeds,  aud  the 
s-aid  Israel  Hildreth,  Obadiah  Richardson, 
Susanna  Hildreth.  Hannah  Richardson,  Su- 
sanna Richardson,  Huldah  Hildreth,  William 
Richardson,  nor  Charles  Richardson,  their 
heirs,  executors  nor  administrators  shall  not 
be  injured  by  the  said  deeds  nor  either  of 
them,  provided, 

I,  the  said  Waltej-  Wood,  my  heirs,  execu- 
tors nor  admiui>trators,  nor  assigns  shall  not 
be  disturbed  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  en- 
joyment of  said  laud  by  any  other  deed  or 
conveyance  to  said  land  derived  from  the 
said  Israel  Hildreth,  Obadiah  Richardson, 
Susanna  Hildreth,  Hannah  Richardson,  Su- 
sanna Richardson,  Huldah  Hildreth,  William 
Richardson,  or  Charles  Riehardson,  or  either 
of  them,  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  admin- 
istrators. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal  this  thirtieth  day  of  No- 
vember in  the  year  Eighteen  hundred  and 
sixteen.  Walter  Wood. 


Sealed  and    delivered    in    )  (Seal) 

presence  of  Israel  Wool.    ) 

(Mem.  Susanna  and  Hannah,  sisters  of 
Elijah  Hildreth,  senior,  married  W.lliam  and 
Obadiah  Richardson  of  Dracut.  They,  like 
Israel,  were  children  of  Elijah,  sr.,  and 
Susannah  (Barker),  his  wife.  Huldah  was 
daughter  of  Elijah,  sr.,  by  his  third  wife, 
Hannah  Richardson.) 

Regarding  Elijah  Hildreth,  jr.,  he  who 
married  Jane  Farker  of  Dracut,  on  April  3, 
1803,  Mrs.  Rowena  Hildreth  Reade  says  that, 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  ber  Uncle  Elijah  wore 
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some  kinil  of  a  uniform,  preferring,  always, 
a  military  garb,  utilizing  to  that  end  the 
stock  of  uniforms  and  equipments  once 
stored  in  the  attic  of  the  Hildreth  homestead. 

Dr.  Israel  Hil  Iretb  In  character  resembled 
bis  father,  Lieut.  Israel.  EMj  ih,  jr.,  inher- 
ited many  of  the  Hale  qualities  and  wa«.  for 
that  rfa^on,  hi*  mother's  favorite.  An  acci- 
dental fall  from  a  horse  aff*c'ed  EM  jab's 
brain,  after  he  had  been  a  real  soldier,  but  he 
retained  bis  attachment  for  all  things  milita* 
ry. 

The  compiler's  mother  renumbers  Eijib, 
sr.,  as  bent  with  rheumatism,  necessitating 
the  use  of  a  crutch,  his  bead  covereJ  either 
with  some  kind  of  a  visorless  forage  cap,  or 
a  military  helmet,  but  alert  enough,  on  one 
occasion,  to  eject  from  the  Hildreth  home- 
stead a  would-be  gallant,  who  intruded  upon 
his  daughter  Huldah.  He  was  always  as 
quick  as  white  lightning  to  resent  auy  af- 
front offered  a  woman. 

It  is  evident  from  the  conveyance  of  Elijah 
Hildreth,  jr.,  to  Walter  Wood,  dated  Oct.  5, 
1S09,  that  the  former  was  in  military  service 
with  New  York  troops,  but  the  compiler  has 
not  attempted  to  follow  the  clue  thus  sug- 
gested. E  ijah  Hildreth,  jr.,  died  Oct.  27. 
1S39,  aged  50  years. 

THE     HILDRETH      HOMESTEAD,      DRACUT— 

1710-1791. 

Mr.  Fisher  Hildreth  Pearson  of  Lowell, 
son  of  Mrs.  Laura  Wright  Hiidreth  (Pear- 
son), asks  the  compiler  for  facts  and  inform- 
ation regarding  the  location  of  the  bouse  in 
which  Elijah  Hildreth  an  1  Susanna  Barker, 
bis  second  wife,  lived. 

They  were  married  Feb.  1, 1755;  their  son, 
the  first  Hildreth  known  by  the  given  name 
of  Israel,  was  born  Oct.  13,  same  year. 
Susanna,  the  wife,  died  Oct.  17,  1764,  and  on 
June  1  of  the  succeeding  year  Elijah  mar- 
ried the  widow  Hannah  (Richardson) 
Coburn.    She  lived  until  Oct.  19,  1807. 

Israel  probably  remained  at  home  with  his 
sisters,  Hanuah  and  Susanna,  and  his  half- 
si-ter,, Huldah,  until  the  first  outbreak  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  when  he    became    a   pri- 


vateersman  under  Capt.  Newman  of  New- 
buryport.  He  cruised  with  such  success 
that  on  April  3.  1777.  be  paid  his  father  £300 
in  specie  for  a  half-interest  in  certain  land* 
and  bui'dings  in  Dracut.  The  original  deed 
covering  this  transaction  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  compter,  has  be  mi  ph  itogrtphed,  an  1 
a  fac  simi'e  is  included  w'tb  th  s»e  -k  •'<_•')'  s. 

On  April  28, 1781.  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth 
married  Susr.nna  Hale,  and  thereafter  the 
couple  last  named  llvel  in  Dracut,  but,  until 
1792,  the  exact  location  of  the  habitation  of 
E'ij  ih  and  family  Is  unknown  to  the  compil- 
er. 

Hannah  and  Su«ann  ah,  the  si-t^r>of  Israel 
were  married,  respectively.  July  C.  177.V  and 
Nov.  23,  1785,  to  Obadiab  and  William 
Richardson  of  Dracut.  and  so  had  homes  of 
their  own. 

Lieut.  Israel  and  Susanna  (Hale)  had  issue 
as  follows:  Elijah,  Oct.  3,  1781;  Susannah, 
Oct.  11, 1783;  Israel.  De\  12.  1789,  died  June 
2,  1790;  then  came  Dr.  Israel,  jr.,  February 
28. 1791:  followed  by  Elizabeth.  May  28, 1793. 
1  omitted  Lydla,  born  April  16,  1786.  All, 
save  Elizabeth,  were  born  in  the  old  home, 
stead;  she  was  born  iu  the  new  house. 

Elijah  Hildreth.  senior,  died  about  four 
months  before  Rowena  Hildreth  tReade) 
was  born.  No  contemporaneous,  living  evi- 
dence of  the  foregoing  facts  and  dates  now, 
1892.  exists;  but  Rowena  Hildreth  (Reade) 
says  that,  when  a  child,  she  thinks  about  70 
years  ago,  she  was  told  by  her  grandmother, 
Susanna  (  Hale),  that  the  birthplace  of  Lieut. 
Israel  Hildreth,  her  home  for  tne  first  ten 
years  of  her,  Susanna's,  married  life,  was 
much  nearer  to  the  road  leading  to  Robert 
Hildreth's  ferry  than  the  present  homestead. 
Further,  that  after  the  old  house  was  torn 
down,  In  1791,  Elijah  and  bis  third  wife. 
Hannah,  together  with  Huldah.  daughter  by 
the  last  named,  had  moved  back  and  "up  the 
hill"  in  order  to  become  inmates  of  the  new 
house  on  the  hill,  which  bouse  was  thereafter 
called  the  "homestead,"  because  affording  a 
home  for  so  many  generations  of  the  same 
family.  Thus  the  old  Hildreth  homestead, 
where  Elijah  lived,  and  the  homestead  built 
by  Lieut.  Israel  were  within  a  short  distance 
of  each  other,  one  being  near  the  base  of  the 
hill  and  the  other  ou  the  hill. 
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THE       HILDRETH       HOMESTEAD,       DRACUT- 
LOWELL— 1792-1S92. 

Several  thorough  fares  of  Lowell  converge, 
fau-llke,  from  Crescent  Hill  to  a  natural  rise 
on  Hildreth  street,  where  the  modem  home- 
stead, birthplace  of  three  generations,  still 
remains.  These  roadways  are  named  Aiken 
avenue,  Hovey  street,  Farmland  road,  aud 
Essex,  or  Leeds,  street.  The  northern 
boundary  line  of  Lowell  and  Dracut  is  less 
than  200  yards  beyond  the  homesteid.  The 
building,  canopied  by  stately  elin«,  overlooks 
the  ancestral  domain,  and  fronts  the 
now  wheel-vexed,  pent-up  waters  of  the 
bu»y  Merrimack  as  they  toil  along  to  their 
only  place  of  rest,  the  Atlantic.  With  the 
exception  of  about  12  acres,  half  of  which 
were  sold,  June  17,  1S52.  by  Dr.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth to  his  soa-in-law.  Henry  Reade  of 
Lowell,  and  all  of  which  12  acres  are  still 
owned  by  Mrs.  llowena  Elildreth  Reade,  the 
lands  inherited  by  ber  great-grandfather, 
Elijah,  from  bis  father.  Major  Ephraim, 
1«80-I7i0,  and  which  were  by  the  former 
transferred  to  his  son,  Lieut.  Israel,  1777, 
and  inherited  from  the  latter  by  his  son,  Dr. 
Israel  Hildretb,  1791-1859,  are  now  mainly 
owned  by  Florence  aud  Rowena,  heirs  of 
Fisher  Ames  Hildretb,  deceased  1873. 

By  the  name  "Hildretb  homestead"  is 
meant  the  new  house  built  in  1792  by  Lieut. 


Israel  Hildrelh  one  year  after  the  birth  of 
his  namesake  aud  son,  who  afterwards  be- 
came so  widely  known  and  respected  as  Dr. 
Israel  Hildretb.  Elijih  died  in  this  house  in 
1814;  his  son,  Lieut.  Israel,  died  uuder  the 
same  roof  in  1839;  and  Dr.  Israel,  Elijah's 
grandson,  20  ye  ars  later.  The  house  has 
been  renovated  and  the  out-buildings  en- 
larged and  improved  in  area  and  appearance 
by  Mrs.  Thomas  Nesraith  and  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Charles  D.  Palmer  (nee  Hildretb). 

The  frontispiece  of  the  boot,  "Poems  and 
Stories,"  published  in  1876  by  Dolly  Maria 
Hildreth  (Parker)  is  an  illustration  of  the 
"homestead,"  and  this  tribute  of  affection 
and  respect  for  the  place  of  her  birth  has 
also  been  patterned  by  her  daughter  Kather- 
ine  (>Irs.  Edward  M.  Tucke)  in  the  decora- 
tion of  china,  in  which  her  graceful  brush 
rivals  the  versatile  pen  of  her  authoress 
mother.  The  cut  of  the  Hildreth  homestead 
is  here  reproduced. 

SIXTH  GENERATION,  DR.  ISRAEL  HIL- 
DRETH— I791-:  859. 
Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  maternal  grandfather 
of  the  compiler  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Dracut,  Mas«.,  about  one  year  before  the  first 
bridge  was  constructed  across  the  Merrimack 
river  at  Pawtucket  falls.  He  was  the  third 
son  of  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth  of  Dracut  and 
Susanna  (Hale),  his  wife,  and  was  born  Feb. 
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28,  1791.  Dr.  Israel  Hiklreth  and  Dolly 
Jones,  the  daughter  of  Oliver  Jones  of  Dra- 
cut  and  Dolly  (Clements),  his  wife,  were 
married  Dee.  16,  1813.  Dolly  Jones  was 
born  one  year  after  her  husband,  the  doctor. 
Her  father,  Oliver,  born  May  G,  1762,  died 
Oct.  4, 1S16,  and  was  the  sou  of  Hugh  Jones, 
jr.,  of  Dracut. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Hugh  Jones  as 
first  committeeman  to  see  that  '"baggonets 
were  made  for  the  Dracut  Minute-men,"  is 
noted  on  page  398,  "Vol.  III.,  Jan.  12, 1775, 
town  records.  Hugh  Jones  and  Sarah 
Fletcher  of  Dracut  were  married  Aug.  10, 
1751.  After  the  death  of  Oliver  Jones,  his 
widow  married  Samuel  Rlchardsou  of  Me- 
thueo. 

Dolly  Clements,  born  Aug.  16,  1702,  in 
Dracut,  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Eunice  Clements,  his  wife;  page  2S8,  Vol. 
II.,  town  records.  The  records  of  the  Clem- 
ents family  of  Dracut  may  be  found  on  pages 
280,  350,  367,  419,  522  and  524,  Vols.  II.  aud 
III.,  and  include  the  names  of  Moses  Sarah, 
Eunice,  Hannah,  Isaac,  Moses,  2nd,  Daniel, 
David,  Molly  and  Timothy.  Moses  Clem- 
ents, son  of  Nathaniel  and  Eleauor,  his  wife, 
was  born  June  30,  1738:  he  married  Thank- 
ful Coburu  of  Dracut,  Jan.  10,  1766;  p^ge 
419,  Vol.  II. 

Rowena  Hildreth  Reade  says  that  when 
she  was  a  '-bad"  child  her  maternal  graud- 
motdtr's  worst  expression  of  disapproval 
was  to  call  her  a  '"Britain."  In  these  inci- 
dents of  the  past,  record  should  be  made  of 
Dolly  (Clements)  Jones.  She  lived  in  the 
pari  of  Dracut  called  "Gumpus,"  three  miles 
distant  from  the  fort  on  Pawtucket  heights. 
When  nightfall  drew  near  she  used  to  mount 
her  horse,  and,  with  her  two  children  in  her 
arms,  ride  to  the  fort  in  order  to  be  secure 
from  the  Indians  for  the  night,  returning  to 
her  home  with  the  children  at  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
of  the  following  day,  so  as  to  be  in  season 
for  milking  and  other  dairy  work. 

Some  one  has  said,  ''Great  meu  exist  that 
there  may  be  greater  men."  That  seed- 
thought  has  borne  fruit  in  our  own  day  and 
generation,  and  we  have  seen  the  veritable 
sons  of  our  Revolution,  Ephraim,  Eijab  anp 
Israel  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  ottering  life  aud 
property  for  a  priuciple,  to  preserve  which 
trust  of  our  patriot  ancestors  their   brothers 


and  sons  and  grandsons  have  contributed 
their  part.  We  believe  in  our  Hildreth  an- 
cestors. Sitne  of  the  eighth  generation 
are  called  by  their  Dames,  and  take  an  inter- 
est in  tracing  family  characteristics  or  the 
features  of  their  portraits.  Because  we 
kuow  that  they  were  stroug  meu  w'th  strong 
convictions,  self-sacrificing,  duty-loving,  we 
houor  them.  The  fact  that  we  know  what 
they  did  In  colouial  days,  an  1  after,  serves 
as  an  incentive  to  ambition,  or  acts  as  a 
salutary  check  in  time  of  need. 

The  present  is  ever  unfoldiug  the  past. 
Mistakes  made  iu  one  generation,  or  pecu- 
liarities, or  weaknesses,  are  followed  by 
their  results  in  a  succeeding  one.  If  parents 
eat  sour  grapes  the  children's  teeth  are  set 
on  edge;  or  from  the  toil  and  struggle  and 
self-denial  of  the  past  the  present  reaps  the 
golden  grain.  It  is  from  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth 
aud  his  son,  Fisher  Ames  Hildreth.  that 
some  of  the  present  generation  eujoy  tbe 
privileges  of  today  aud  share  its  comfort*. 
These  descendants  of  the  "embattled  farm- 
ers" of  Dracut  were  the  final  links  iu  that 
chaiu  of  patriots  who  were  uuited  by  the 
love  of  home,  by  the  uecessity  tor  labor  and 
action  for  self-preservation,  hence  for  liberty 
aud  country. 

The  13th  of  October  was  Lieut.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth's  birthday.  His  father  was  born  May 
23d.  Dr.  Israel  Hildrelh's  natal  day  was 
Feb.  28tb.  Tbe  Hildreth  homestead  is  now, 
1S92,  one  huudred  years  old. 

It  Is  suggested  that,  say  upon  tbe  23J  of 
May,  the  entire  family  assemble  at  the  old 
homestead,  headed  by  General  Butler  and 
"Aunt  Xina"  and  "Auut  Maria,"  marshalled 
by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  theu  let  all  spend  a  quiet 
moment  or  two  in  the  burial  grouud  to  lay  a 
wreath  of  evergreen  upon  the  grave  of  Major 
Eph-aim  Hildreth,  who  founded  our  family 
in  Dracut,establishe  1  a  community, and  whose 
legacy  to  the  succeeding  Hildreths  was  that 
of  industry  and  hones'y.  The  duties  and 
wanderings  of  the  present  ought  not  to  oblit- 
erate the  past  where  our  roots  are  hidden. 
We  should  houor  the  anniversary  by  calling 
it  the  "Hildreth  Homestead  Centeuuial,"  and, 
like  those  aacestois, 

'Live 
.d  pulses  stirred  by  generosity, 
In  deeds  ot  daring  rectitude,  iu  scorn 
For  miserable  aims  that  end  in  selt!" 
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The  compiler  knows  of  no  better  way  to 
connect  and  interest  the  present  with  the 
past  than  to  compile  from  the  parish  records 
of  Dracut,  such  entries  as  there  appear  af- 
fecting or  naming  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  ob- 
serving absolute  accuracy  in  each  instance. 
Those  who  do  not  look  upon  themselves  as  a 
link  connecting  the  past  with  the  future  do 
not  perform  their  duty  to  the  world. 

Dr.  Israel  Hi  dreth's  birth  is  noted  on 
page  328,  Vol.  IV.,  Feb.  28,  1791.  His  inten- 
tion of  marriage  with  Miss  Dolly  Jones  of 
Dracut  was  entered,  Oct.  9,  1813,  on  page 
412,  Vol.  IV.,  by  Isaac  Coburn,  clerk  of  said 
town.  The  marriage  was  solemnized  Dec. 
16, 1813,  page  258,  Vol.  V.,  by  Israel  Hil- 
dieth, esquire,  father  of  the  groom.  It  is 
recorded  on  page  396,  Vol.  V.,  that  Israel 
Hildreth,  jr.,  was  one  of  the  witnesses  of  a 
certain  deed  acknowledged  June  2,  1812,  be- 
fore his  father,  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace. 

On  page  391,  Vol.  V.,  Israel  Hildreth,  jr., 
May  7. 1812.  is  certified  to  as  a  member  of  the 
religious  society  in  the  towu  of  Dracut  called 
the  west  Congregational  society.  On  page 
409,  Vol.  V.,  Jan.  21, 1813,  appears  the  fol- 
lowing notice :  "  l'o  Dtacon  Thomas  Hovey, 
gentleman,  town  clerk  of  the  towu  of  Dra- 
cut. Sir:  Please  to  enter  my  name  with 
my  poll  and  estate  in  the  town  book  of  rec- 
ords that  I  may  be  taxed  to  the  Westerly 
Cungregatioual  society  of  Dracut,  agreeable 
to  law  made  in  that  case,  and  provided  for 
that  purpose.  Sigued :  Israel  Hildreth;  Is- 
rael Hildreth,  jr.;  Elijah  H-ldrelh,  jr." 

On  March  7,  1814,  page  431,  Vol.  V.,  Israel 
Hildreth,  jr.,  was  chosen  hogreeve  of  Dracut. 
Three  \ears  later  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was 
chosen  surveyor  and  hsh-ward.  He  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his 
native  town  and  vicinity,  in  1815,  after  study 
under  Dr.  Thomas  of  Tyngsborougb  aud  Dr. 
Wyman  (then  of  Chelmsford),  and  a  full 
course  of  medical  lectures  in  Boston,  he  re- 
ceiving a  license  from  the  censors  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  society  to  practice  medi- 
cine and  surgery. 

Page  298,  Vol.  V.,  April  7, 1817,  records  the 
choosing  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  to  be  sur- 
veyor and  fish  ward.  Page  62,  Vol.  5,  Dra- 
cut records,  notes  the  following  births: 
Roweua  Hildreih,  born  Sept.  21, 1814:  Sarah 
J  ones,  born  Aug.  17.  1816 ;  both  daughters  of 


Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  and  Dolly  (Jones,),  his 
wife.  On  page  63,  Vol.  V.,  we  find  recorded 
the  following  births:  Fisher  Ames,  son  of 
Dr.  Israel  and  Dolly  Hildreth,  bis  wife,  Feb. 
5,  1818,  Susan  Hildreth,  Nov.  24,  1819,  aud 
Harriet  Hildreth,  Aug.  21,  1821. 

Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was  elected  master  of 
Pentuciiet  lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Lowell,  Oct.  28, 1819,  and  presidtd  as  master 
lor  five  consecutive  years,  declining  re-elec- 
tion. The  lodge  voted  him  thanks  for  his 
meritorious  services.  He  was  also  surgeon 
with  proper  assimilated  military  rank  of  a 
medical  staff  officer  in  ihe  5lh  regiment  of 
Infantry,  Col.  Jefferson  Bancroft,  Middlesex 
Militia,  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

His  selection  at  the  annual  towu  meeting 
of  Dracut,  April  7, 1823,  as  member  of  the 
school  committee  is  recorded  on  page  100, 
Vol.  VI.  Ou  Sept.  8,  same  year,  Dr.  Israel 
Hildreth  was  chosen  agent,  iu  behalf  of  the 
towu,  to  meet  and  favorably  influence  the 
viewing  committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  regarding  the  peti- 
tion of  Edward  and  Lew  Livermore  for  a 
bridge  over  the  Merrimack  at  Hunt's  falls. 
On  Jan.  3, 1825,  the  town  of  Dracut  voted  to 
change  the  location  of  the  desired  bridge  to 
the  point  at  the  foot  of  "Ferry  Lane,"  now 
called  Bridge  street,  Lowell,  where  Robert 
Hildreth's  ferry  was,  prior  to  1752.  Ou  Feb. 
4,  1825,  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
passed  the  act  under  the  provisions  of  which, 
during  1826,  the  Central  Bridge  corporation 
bought  the  old  Robert  Hildreth  ferry,  and 
there  built  Central  bridge.  On  page  14,  Vol. 
VI.,  Sept.  30,  1824,  is  recorded  the  birth  of 
Dolly,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Israel  and  Dolly 
Hildreth.  his  wife.  A  son,  John  Richard- 
son Cole,  was  born  March  1,1825;  died  April 
10,  1S26.  Laura  Wright,  youngest  child  of 
Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  was  born  Sept.  6, 1826. 

On  page  370,  Vol.  VI.,  Feb.  24,  18:24,  the 
signature  of  Israel  Hildreth,  jr.,  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  town  of  Dracut,  attests  to 
the  marriage  by  him  of  Phiueas  Wood,  esq., 
ofl  Rumford,  Oxford  county,  Me.,  and 
Elizabeth  Hildreth  of  Tewksbury,  the  wid- 
ow of  Jeremiah  Kidder,  jr.  She  was  the 
youngest  sis  ter  of  Dr.  Hildreth. 

In  1825,  aud  again  in  1827,  the  doctor  was 
chosen  fish-ward.  At  his  own  request,  he 
was,  by  the  towu  of  Dracut,  excused  from 
serving  in  the  latter  capacity,  page    187,  Vol. 
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VI.  The  shares  of  the  "Old  Bunt'"  and  "Saw 
Pit"  fishiug-plaees  in  the  bend  of  the  Merri- 
mack river  on  the  northern  side,  opposite 
the  Hildreth  land,  were  then  of  little  value. 
Sturgeon,  salmon,  shad  and  alewives  were  uo 
longer  abundant. 

It  is  stated  on  page  313,  Vol.  VI.,  Jan.  2, 
1827,  that  Israel  Hildreth,  jr.,  was,  by  the 
court  of  sessions,  Cambridge,  Middlesex 
county,  awarded  $25  damages  on  account  of 
the  county  road.  On  page  36S,  Vol.  VI., 
May  5. 1S27,  Israel  Hildreth. jr. .subscribed  to 
a  certain  surety  bond  for  S1000,  Dexter 
Hildreth  being  the  principal,  in  the  matter  of 
Elijah  Hildreth.  On  Feb.  1, 1S2S,  page  204, 
Vol.  VI.,  Dr.  Hildreth  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  and  report  what  privi- 
lege belonged  to  the  public  to  pass  and  re- 
pass to  and  from  the  Merrimack  river  above 
and  below  Central  bridge,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river.  Lowell  had  then  been  incorpor- 
ated as  a  town  less  than  two  years.  Page  414, 
Vol.  VI.,  July  21,  1828,  records  the  appoint- 
ment by  Israel  Hildreth,  jr.,  justice  of  the 
peace,  of  Israel  Hildreth,  esquire,  the  latter 
being  styled  "a  disinterested  and  judicious 
person  of  the  town,"  to  appraise,  according 
to  his  best  judgment,  two  young  cattle. 

On  July  4, 1829,  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  de- 
livered anoration  in  the  Universalist  meet- 
ing house,  Chapel  hill,  Lowell.  During  this 
year  he  aided  to  found  the  Middlesex  North 
District  Medical  society  in  Lexington.  Benj. 
F.  Butler  was  then  fitting  for  college  in  the 
Lowell  High  school.  Page  329,  Vol. 
VI.,  April  9.  ls=32,  notes  the  failure  of  Dr. 
Israel  Hildreth  to  be  elected  representarive, 
Essex,  north  di>trict,  Congress  of  the  Uuited 
States.  Gen.  Simon  Coburn  had  presented  a 
petition  for  a  certain  road  from  Central 
bridge,  June  1, 1832,  which  was  considered 
inimical  to  Dracut  interests,  aud  Dr.  Hil- 
dreth was  appointed  to  oppose  the  petition. 

Page  345,  Vol.  VI..  Jan.  10, 1S33,  notes  the 
efforts  of  the  town  of  Dracut  to  buy  Central 
bridge,  and  the  appoiutment  of  Israel  Hil- 
dreth, jr.,  to  see  upon  what  terms  he  could 
obtain  f  >r  the  public  the  freedom  of  the 
bridge.  On  May  2,  1S33,  see  page  472,  Vol. 
VII.,  he  recommended  the  acceptance  of 
certain  articles  of  agreement  looking  to  re- 
duced toll  rates,  provided  the  town  would 
agree  not  to  institute  further  proceedings 
against  the  bridge  corporation.    His    recom- 


mendation was  concurred   in    by    the    town 
and  the  agreement  signed. 

On  July  4, 1833,  he  added  to  his  distinc- 
tion as  an  orator  by  an  address  delivered  at 
a  celebration  in  Pelham,  X.  H.  Mr.  Henry 
Reade,  proprietor  of  Joshua  Atwood's  for- 
mer hotel,  provided  the  diuner  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

TELHAM  —  GENEALOGY      OF       THE 
READE  FAMILY. 

Pelham,  incorporated  as  a  town,  July  5, 
17-Ui.  was  formerly  ?  part  of  Dracut,  Mass. 
The  boundary  line  between  New  Hampshire 
and  Massachusetts  was  established  in  1741, 
and  resulted  in  the  loss  of  much  land  to  Dra- 
cut. The  Massachusetts  charter  was  grautod 
March  19, 1027 -8.  by  Charles  I.,  King  of  Eng- 
land. The  northern  limit  was  determined  in 
1639  by  the  government  of  Massachusetts. 
Charles  II.  of  England  annulled  the  charter 
In  October,  1(585.  The  new  charter  of  1692 
did  not  recognize  the  old  boundaries.  The 
act  by  which  Massachusetts  was  shorn  of 
the  heritage  of  which  she  had  had  full  pos- 
session for  more  than  a  century  operated  to 
locate  Litchfield,  Hillsborough  county,  N. 
H.,  the  home  of  Deacon  William  Reade  and 
of  his  father,  Colonel  Win,  Reade,  in  the 
Graute,  instead  of  the  Bay,  state.  The  two 
last  named  were,  respectively,  father  and 
grandfather  of  Henry  Readf,  of  Lowell. 
Col.  Wm.  Reade  was  born  at 
Chelmsford,  Feh.  25,  1724.  His  wife 
was  named  Lucy  Spaulding,  of  Merrimac. 
He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Bates),  his  wife,  of  Chelmsford.  Until  1701 
Dracut  was  a  part  of  Chelmsford.  Thomas 
Reade,  born  in  July,  1G65,  was  the  son  of 
Obadlah  and  Auna  (Swift),  his  wife.  The 
two  last-uamed  were  married  June  19, 1664, 
Obadiah  was  the  son  of  Esdras  Reade. 
whose  remains  were  buried  in  the  Copp's 
Hpl  burying  ground  of  Boston,  1680.  The 
gravestone  of  Esdras  Reade  and  bis  wife, 
Sarah,  is  still  visible.  Esdras  lived  in 
Chelm>ford  from  1656  to  1661,  and  was  a 
pillar  in  the  Rsv.  John  Fiske's  church.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  been  a  son  of  Matthew 
Reade  aud  Alice  (Ward),  bis  wife.  Esdras 
had  a  tract  of  land  granted  him  by  the  town 
of  Boston  on  Muddy  river,  now  Brookline; 
bwt  in  1637  he  was  of  Salem,  from  whence  he 
weut  with  the  Rev.  John  Fiske  to  Wenham. 
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He  was  representative  from  Wenham  in 
1648  and  in  1651.  Previous  to  tbe  incorpora- 
tion of  Litchfield,  N.  EL,  as  a  town,  July  5, 
1734,  it  was' included  in  Dunstable,  Mass. 
Dunstable  was  incorporated  in  1663,  and  was 
set  off  fiom  Chelmsford,  from  which  place 
the  Hildreths  of  Dracut  came,    prior  to  1701. 

Thus  seven  generations  back,  Sergeant 
Richard  Hildrtth,  born  in  1605,  died  in 
Chelmsford  in  1693,  and  Esdras  Reade,  from 
whom  the  compiler  of  this  sketch  is  also 
seventh  in  descent,  were  townsmen.  The 
present  generation  of  Reades  and  Hildreths 
of  Westford  (formerly  Chelmsford)  were 
intermarried. 

On  May  2, 1833,  Rowena,  eldest  child  of 
Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  and  Dolly  (Jones),  his 
wife,  married  Mr.  Henry  Reade,  then  of 
Pelbam,N.  H.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  the  Hildreth  homestead,  built  in 
1792,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Merrill  of  Dracut. 
Henry  Reade  afterwards  bought  of  Dr. 
Hildreth  about  six  acres  of  land  located  on 
Merrimack  river,  along  the  road,  now  Lake- 
view  avenue,  leading  from  Central  bridge  to 
the  "Parish"  in  Dracut;  built  the  familiar 
stone  house  on  an  eminence,  and  lived  and 
died  there,  it  is  still  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Rowena  Hildreth  Reade  and  her  two  sons, 
Capt.  Harry  Reade  and  Capt.  Philip  Reade, 
U.S. Army.  Harry  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Aug.  5, 1841;  Philip  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Oct.  13, 1844. 

Page  43,  Vol.  VII.,  Dracut  records,  March  3, 
1834,  notes  the  selection  of  Dr.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth, jr.,  as  a  member  of  the  general  school 
committee.  His  abilities  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  superintending  school  committee 
were  exceptional.  The  deep  interest  that  he 
took  in  educational  matters  induced  him  to 
fill  the  duties  of  that  office  for  many 
years,  which  he  did  to  the  perfect  satisfaction 
of  the  people  of  the  town.  During  his  long 
period  of  service  in  that  capacity,  the  schools 
attained  a  high  degree  of  success,  which  was 
due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  earnest,  intelli- 
gent and  conscientious  endeavors  in  their 
behalf.  Whenever  it  was  possible,  he  de- 
clined all  other  positions  repeatedly  urged 
upon  him  by  his  friends  and  townsmen. 
Captain  Robert  Reade,  brother  of  Henry 
Reade,  was  associated  with  him  as  a  member 
of  the  Dracut  school  committee  from  1836  to 
1840,  inclusive. 


Correspondence  regarding  Israel  Hildreth, 
3d,  born  Dec.  I,  1808,  son  of  Elijah,  jr.,  and 
Jane  Parker,  a  connection  of  "Si" 
Wood,  was  had  between  Dr.  Hildreth  and 
the  selectmen  of  Dracut,  March  3,  1834.  It 
is  found  on  page  45,  Vol.  VII.  On  Nov.  10th 
following,  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was  chosen  to 
investigate  and  report  "what  right  the  town 
hath  to  the  landing  at  head  of  Pawtucket 
Falls."  Page  432,  Vol.  VII.,  gives,  in  detail, 
his  report,  the  substance  of  which  was 
that  "No  person,  or  corporation,  has  an  ex- 
clusive right  thereto,  it  being  town  proper- 
ty." In  1843  he  recommended  the  accept- 
ance of  $250  by  the  town,  in  settlement. 
Thirty-two  years  later,  Mr.  Paul  Butler,  his 
grandson,  selected  that  spot  as  the  site  for 
the  Vesper  Boat  club  of  Lowell. 

In  April,  1836,  Gen.  Simon  Coburn  and 
twenty-seven  others  petitioned  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  laying  out  of  a  certain  road, 
which  petition  Dr.  Hildreth  was,  by  the 
town,  chosen  to  opnose.  This  was  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  effort  of  1S32.  On  Nov.  13,  1837, 
the  doctor  was  again  drawn  away  from  bis 
professional  pursuits  to  advocate  to  the 
county  commissioners  "a  road  best  for  the 
town,"  and  "not  lay  out  one  from  Central 
bridge  to  Methuen."  The  small-pox  pre- 
vailed in  Dracut  that  year.  Dr.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth. jr.,  about  this  date,  was  one  of  tbe 
initiators  of  the  Middlesex  District  Medical 
society,  the  name  of  which  was  afterward 
changed  to  the  Middlesex  North  District 
Medical  society,  which  name  it  has  since  re- 
tained. 

The  character  and  standing  of  men  ap- 
pointed by  Dracut  to  public  office  at  this  pe- 
riod is  sufficiently  indicated  by  page  131, 
Vol.  VII.  On  March  4. 1839,  Dr.  Israel  Hil- 
dreth accepted  the  offices  of  field  driver  aud 
fire  ward,  declining  certain  other  offices 
which  carried  some  emolument  with  them. 
The  increasing  growth  of  Lowell  began  to 
make  trespass  and  incendiarism  common, 
and  suburban  people  were  timid  about  pro- 
tecting their  own  rights  by  enforcing  the 
jaw.  Dr.  Hildreth  was  a  terror  to  those  who 
unlawfully  entered  auother's  land.  In  ar- 
resting and  bringing  action  for  injuries  he 
used  the  force  of  his  own  right  arm,  and  vig- 
orously prosecuted  all  offenders. 

As  late  as  1852  the  compiler  of  this  sketch 
found  out  how  well  the    doctor   could  run, 
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berate  and  chastise  a  grandsoD  addicted  to 
'•hooking"  walnuts  aud  butternuts  and 
"Porter"  apples,  growing  on  the  Hildreth 
homestead.  We  boys  were  much  afraid  of 
him.  He  personified  tbe  dignity  of  the  law 
and  its  avenger.  William  Warren  Keade 
succeeded  him  as  field  driver  in  1845. 

On  Feb.  5,  1S39,  Fisber  Ames  Hildreth, 
only  son  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  attaiued  his 
majority,  and  on  April  6, 1839,  Lieut.  Israel 
Hildreth  of  Revolutionary  war  memories, 
father  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  of  Dracut,  died. 

On.  Mirch  1,  and  again  ou  Octo- 
ber 14,  1841,  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was 
moderator  of  a  town  meeting  in  DracuP,  to 
consider  roadways,  etc.  To  tbose  interested 
in  knowing  the  origin  of  the  extension  of 
Centre  street  or  Tremout  street,  Central ville, 
and  the  beginning  of  River  street,  now  called 
Lakeview  avenue,  Lowell,  pages  371-2-3, 
Sept.  20th  and  Nov.  23,  1S41,  Vol.  VII.,  and 
page  388,  same  volume,  March  6, 1848,  will 
be  of  value.  On  Feb.  21,  1845, — see  pages 
474-5-0, — the  selectmen  of  Dracut  laid  out 
the  continuation  of  tbe  public  highway  called 
Tremout  street,  at  an  expense  to  the  town  of 
$350.  The  whole  road  was  5346  feet  long, 
and  is  now  the  route  of  an  electric  rallwiy. 
A  strip  of  land  1385  feet  loua  and  49'a  feet 
wide,  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildretb's  land,  was  ab- 
sorbed for  tbe  purpose  of  making  the  exten- 
sion indicated  a  public  highway.  He  was 
awarded  *71  damages.  Jesse  Swain  of  the 
Dracut  '-Navy  Yard"  petitioned  for  the  road, 
which  was  dismissed  by  tbe  town  in  1843, 
after  tbe  doctor  bad  been  chosen,  page  258, 
Vol.  VII.,  to  report  "Whether  any  land  by 
the  side  on  any  town  or  county  roads,  be- 
longing to  Dracut,  bad  been  wrongfully  en- 
closed;" April  3,  1843.  Tbis  appointment 
operated  as  a  check  to  the  encroachments 
upon  the  town  highway  near  Pawtucket 
falls,  and  resulted  in  the  payment  to  the  town 
of  $250  by  tbe  Locks  and  Canals  company  for 
damage  occasioned  by  the  dam  to  said 
highway  and  the  fish  bounds.  The  Doctor 
prosecuted  more  than  one  suit  against  the 
Locks  and  Canals  company. 

Ou  March  7, 1842,  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was, 
by  the  town,  chosen  to  "report  upon  the 
selectmen's  reports."  which  he  did  in  vigorous 
manner.  On  March  1(3,  1844,  Sarah  Jones 
Hildreth,  second  child  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth 
and    Dolly    (Jones),  his    wife,  and  General 


Benjamin  F.  Butler  were  married  at  St. 
Aune's  Episcopal  church  in  Lowell,  by  Its 
rector.  Rev.  Theodore  Edson.  Blanche  But- 
ler, now  Mrs.  Adelbert  Ames,  was  born 
March  2, 1S47.  Paul  Butler  was  barn  July 
4,  1852.  Ben-Israel  Butler,  named  after  his 
father,  "Ben,"  and  bis  maternal  grandfather 
and  great-grandfather,  "Israel,"  was  born 
June  6, 1S55;  he  died  Sept.  1, 1SS1. 

Lieut.  Ben-Israel  Butler  was  a  graduate  of 
the  Uuited  States  Military  academy,  West 
Point,  N.  Y.,  class  of  1877.  After  serving 
with  his  regiment,  the  9th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  in 
Texas  for  about  a  year,  he  resigned  to  adopt 
the  profession  of  the  law.  He  pursued  his 
studies  at  the  Columbia  Law  school  in  New 
York  and  was  admitted  to  practice  after  due 
examination  in  April,  1881.  He  died  at 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  on  the  day  that  he  was  to 
have  gone  into  partnership  with  bis  father, 
General  Benj.  F.  Butler,  in  the  practice  of 
law  iu  Bostou.    He  was  loved  by  all. 

On  Nov.  5,  1846,  Fisher  Ames  Hiidreth, 
only  son  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  and  Lau- 
retta Coburn  were  married  at  tbe  home  of 
the  bride's  parents,  Major  Ephraim  and 
Hannah  (Varuum)  Coburn,  Dracut.  Sur- 
viving children  by  this  marriage  are,  Flor- 
ence, born  April  5,  184S,  now  wife  of 
Thomas  Nesmitb,  esq.,  of  Lowell,  and  Row- 
ena,  now  wife  of  Hon.  Charles  Dana  Palmer 
of  Lowell.  A  child,  Fisher  Ames,  jr.,  born 
Nov.  8, 1860,  died  Nov.  27,  1S60.  Another 
child.  Israel,  born  April  25, 1858,  died  Jan- 
uary, 1863. 

Pages  44S  to  455,  Vol.  VII.,  Dracut  town 
records,  include  the  report  of  Dr.  Israel 
Hildreth  concerning  the  13  districts  and  550 
school  pupils.  He  was  field  driver  in  1S49, 
but,  the  compiler  believes,  thereafter  ac- 
cepted no  office  within  the  vote  of  the  town 
of  Dracut.  except  as  referee,  or  In  opposing 
(April,  1S44).  petition  of  James  Richardson, 
Benj.  Stevens  and  others  concerning  a  cer- 
tain roadway;  or  the  annexation  of  Central- 
ville  to  Lowell.  It  Is  noted  on  page 29,  Vol. 
VII.,  Feb.  19,  1S50,  that  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth 
was  chosen  to  appear  before  the  state  legis- 
lature  to  oppose  the  petition  of  Lorenzo  G. 
Howe  and  others  to  annex  Central  Village 
to  Lowell ;  also  to  oppose  the  petition  of  Col. 
Colburn  Blood  to  divide  the  town  of  Dracut. 
He  could  not  prevent  the  loss  of  "Dracut 
Heights."      Cectral/ille     was    taken    from 
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Dracut,  and  merged  with  Lowell,  Feb.  27, 
1851,  and  the  identity  of  "Christian  Hill" 
passed  into  obscurity.  The  tract  annexed  con- 
tained about  1000  acres  of  land  and  the  resi- 
dences of  by  far  the  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Dracut.  Another  slice  of  land  was 
taken  from  Dracut  and  annexed  to  Lowell  iu 
1S71-2. 

On  August  21, 1850,  Susan  Hildreth,  fourth 
child  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  and  Dolly 
(Jones),  his  wife,  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mr.  William  Prentiss  Webster,  son  of 
Humphrey  Webster  of  Lowell.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth, 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  hall  of  the  Hil- 
dreth homestead.  Mr.  Prentiss  Webster, 
son  of  the  foregoing,  was  born  in  May.  1851, 
and  Randolph  Webster  in  September,  1S55. 

On  April  5, 1S52,  Dolly  Maria  Hildreth  and 
Col.  J.  M.  G.  Parker  of  Lowell  were  married 
At  St.  Anne's  Episcopal  ehurch.  Surviving 
children  are  Katherine  (now  Mrs.  Edward 
M.  Tucke) ;  Percy,  born  March  4, 1S57,  and 
Sarah  Maria  (now  wife  of  Dr.  Jos.  V.  Meigs 
of  Lowell,  Mass.) 

The  next  marriage  in  Dr.  Hildreth's  family- 
was  that  of  his  daughter  Harriet  and  Mr. 
Franklin  Fiske  Heard  of  Wayland,  Mass.,  on 
April  24, 1855.  The  followiug  obituary  no- 
tice of  Mr.  Franklin  Fiske  Heard  is  taken 
from  the  Boston  Journal  of  Oct.  2, 18S9: 

Mr.  Francis  Fiske  Heard,  well  known  as 
a  law  writer,  died  iu  Boston  Sunday.  As  an 
accurate  lawyer  and  a  thoroughly  well-read 
scholar  he  was  noted  as  an  authority  iu  legal 
matters  and  especially  iu  criminal  law.  He 
was  devoted  to  his  profession  and  never  held 
any  office  except  that  of  assistant  district  at- 
torney of  Middlesex  county  when  C.  R. 
Train  was  the  attorney.  Mr.  Heard  was 
born  in  Wayland  Jan.  17,  1825,  and  was 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1848.  His  first 
wife  was  Harriet,  daughter  of  Dr.  Israel 
Hildreth  of  Dracut,  a  sister  of  the  wife  of 
Gen.  Butler,by  whom  he  had  adaughter,uovv 
residing  in  Virginia.  By  his  second  wife  he 
had  a  son,  who  survives  him.  With  Judge 
Bennett  Mr.  Heard  edited  the  Massachusetts 
Digest,  and  with  the  Hon.  Charles  R.  Train 
he  published  a  standard  work  on  "Prece- 
dents of  Indictments."  Editions  of  "Gould 
on  Pleading"  and  "Metcalf  on  Contracts," 
besides  works  on  "Civil  Pleading,"  "Slander 
and  Libel,"  "Curiosities  of  the    Law,"   "Od- 


dities of  the  Law,"  "Shakesperc.  as  a  Law- 
yer," and  a  treatise  on  "Criminal  Proced- 
ure," have  come  from  his  pen. 

Harriet  Hildreth  Heard,  named  after  her 
mother,  was  married,  Sept.  27,  1882,  in 
Lowell,  to  Mr.  Lanier  Dunn  of  Warm 
Springs,  Bath  Co.,  Va. 

Laura  Wright  Hildreth,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  and  Mr. 
George  Howard  Pearson  of  Dracut,  were 
married  July  23, 1SG3.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Fisher  Hildreth  and  Gardner  W. 
Pearson,  lawyers,  of  Lowell. 

Vol.  LX.,No.  15,of  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  May  12,  1859,  contains  a 
biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth 
from  the  pen  of  his  friend,  the  late  Dr. 
Elisha  Huntington  of  Lowell.  It  is  so 
truthful  and  comprehensive  that  the  com- 
piler inserts  it  here. 

BIOGRAPHICAL     SKETCH    OF      DR.      ISRAEL 
HILDRETH. 

Died  in  Dracut,  April  0th,  1S59,  Dr.  Israel 
Hildreth,  aged  68  years. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Dracut.  The  family  to  which  he 
belonged  has,  for  many  generations,  ranked 
amoug  the  most  intelligent  and  influential 
in  that  ancient  town.  His  father  was  wide- 
ly known  throughout  the  county  as  an  up- 
right magistrate  and  excellent  man.  Having 
made  choice  of  a  profession,  the  doctor 
diligently  pursued  his  studies  under  the 
direction  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  of  Tyngs- 
borough  and  subsequently  of  Dr.  Wyman, 
then  of  Chelmsford,  afterwards  the  distin- 
guished superintendent  of  the  McLean 
asylum.  Under  these  able  and  accomplished 
masters  was  the  foundation  laid  of  his  fu- 
ture professional  success.  Having  attended 
a  full  course  of  lectures  at  Boston,  he  was, 
in  the  year  1815,  licensed  by  the  censors  of 
the  Ma^s.  Medical  society  to  practice  medi- 
cine and  surgery.  He  commenced  his  pro- 
fessional labors  in  his  native  town,  and  on 
the  spot  wheie  he  was  born,  and  entered  at 
once  upon  a  good  busiuess.  A  few  years 
later,  the  now  thriving  city  of  Lowell  sprung 
into  existence,  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
Merrimack  river,  and  but  about  a  mile  from 
the  doctor's  residence.  His  practice  at  once 
became  more  widely  extended.  He  was 
extensively  employed  in  the  risi  ng    town    as 
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an  attending  physician,  through  many  years, 
and,  until  he  voluntarily  left  practice,  was 
often  applied  to  for  consultation  by  his 
junior  brethren.  Later  in  life,  he  engaged 
In  pursuits  outside  of  his  professi  on,  and 
having  ample  means,  and  not  dependent 
upon  his  practice  for  a  support,  he  gradual- 
ly relinquished  it. 

Dr.  Hildreth  was  endowed  with  most  ex- 
traordinary powers  of  mind.  His  native  el- 
oquence, as  well  as  his  peculiar  tastes  and 
taleuts,  especially  adapted  him  to  the  forum 
or  the  bar,  and  if  circumstances  in  early  life 
had  led  him  in  that  direction,  he  would  have 
attained  the  highest  eminence.  Iu  the  equal- 
ly useful  and  honorable,  though  less  showy, 
profession  which  he  selected,  he  held  an  en- 
viable position.  He  was  a  keen,  sagacious 
observer  of  the  phenomena  of  disease,  and 
hence  a  successful  practitioner.  Though  ed- 
ucated at  a  period  when  it  was  fashionable 
to  give  medicines  more  freely  thin  would  be 
tolerated  at  the  present  day,  be  never  fell 
into  the  prevailing  error.  In  this  respect  he 
was  in  advance  of  his  time. 

Amid  the  calls  of  a  laborious  profession 
Dr.  Hildreth  found  time  for  general  reading 
and  the  cultivation  of  his  strongly  marked 
literary  tastes.  He  was  perfectly  familiar 
with  history,  ancient  and  modern,  and  with 
the  whole  round  of  English  literature.  In 
ordinary  conversation,  as  well  as  in  set 
speeches  and  addresses,  his  thoughts  were 
clothed  in  uudefiled  Euglish;  yet  there  was 
never  a  spice  of  pedantry  about  him,  or  the 
slightest  attempt  at  display.  It  was  all  as 
natural  as  it  was  easy  and  graceful.  Beiug 
eminently  social  in  his  feelings  and  habits, 
and  possessing  a  mind  stored  with  varied 
knowledge,  and  a  memory  that  never  lost 
an  incident  that  once  came  within  bis  grasp, 
he  could  not  fail  to  be  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting and  delightful  of  companions,  and 
such,  indeed,  he  was. 

Long  will  the  doctor's  memory  be  cherished 
by  his  numerous  family,  to  whom  he  was 
greatly  endeared,  and  by  a  wide  circle  of  at- 
tached friends.''  e.  11. 

William  Sewall  Gardner,  past  grand  master 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Massachu- 
setts, said  at  the  dedication  of  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  1ST2 : 

"Allusion  has  been  made  to  Brother  Israel 
Hildreth  in  the  discussion  concerning  the  re- 


moval of  the  lodge.  He  was  a  citizen  of 
Draciat,  a  physician,  the  father  of  Fisher 
Ames  Hildreth,  esq.,  of  this  city,  and  father- 
in-law  of  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  talents,  full 
of  blandishments,  elegant  in  his  address,  ef- 
fective in  speech.  As  Master  of  the  lodge, 
his  reputation  survives  him.  No  one  who 
saw  him  preside  in  the  east ,  and  witnessed 
his  conferring  the  degrees,  would  ever  for- 
get the  occasion.  There  are  somp  present 
who  have  seen  him  as  a  witness  in  court  iu 
the  later  years  of  his  life  giving  the  common- 
place evidence  which  from  other  men  would 
have  attracted  no  notice;  but  wbeu  bespoke, 
all  eyes  were  directed  toward  him.  all  v 
bushed,  an  unusual  stillness  pervaded  the 
court  room,  and,  as  he  told  his  story  in 
a  melodious  but  gentle  voice,  In  the  purest 
language,  with  the  clearest  and  most  vivid 
description,  and  with  an  intonation  which 
cannot  be  described,  the  effect  was  irresisti- 
ble. He  was  born  a  gentleman  and  an  ora- 
tor. 

Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was  void  of  timidity, 
earnest  even  to  asperity,  prompt,  energetic, 
dignified,  scholarly,  and  never  disheartened 
by  opposition.  He  gave  shape,  substance, 
life  and  grace  of  dictiou  to  whatever  enter- 
prise his  well  balanced  brain  and  judgment 
gave  attention.  There  are  spread  upon  the 
town  records  of  Dracut  some  auuua!  reports 
made  by  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  upon  the  subject 
of  the  town  schools  and  the  advancement  of 
the  general  cause  of  education  which  are  un- 
matched for  style  of  expression,  sagacity, 
lucid  reasoning  and  condensed  information. 
They  gave  definite  direction  to  thought 
as  well  as  action.  He  was  well 
read  iu  theology,  he  loved  poet- 
ry and  was  captivated  by  science.  His  tastes 
were  literary.  He  collected  quite  a  library 
and  was  perfectly  familiar  with  the  contents 
of  every  volume.  He  was,  indeed,  a  man  so 
wedded  to  knowledge  that  it  is  a  wonder  he 
ever  embarked  upon  local  seas  unless  it  was 
through  his  perception  of  the  need  of  pub- 
licity to  give  effect  to  his  efforts  for  the  rec- 
ognition of  the  advancement  of  education, 
art,  science  and  general  enligbentment.  He 
lacked  the  requisites  for  a  successful  politi- 
cian. His  doctrines,  objects  and  public  poli- 
cy were  open.  He  had  no  gifts  for  strategy, 
no    disposition    to    drill     men     into     mere 
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machines  or  employ  unusual  weapons,  am- 
bushes or  surprises  to  crush  au  adversary. 

SEVENTH  GENERATION  — FISHER 
AMES  HILDRETH— 181S-1S73. 
Fisher  Ames  Hildreth  was  the  only  son  of 
Dr.  Israel  Hiklreth  and  Dolly  (Jones),  bis 
wife,  an  infant,  John  Richardson  Cole  Hil- 
dreth, having  died  when  about  thirteen 
monihs  old  in  1826.  He  had  six  sisters, 
Roweua,  Sarah  Jones,  Susan,  Harriet,  Dolly, 
and  Laura  Wright. 

Page  63,  Vol.  V.,  Dracut  town  records, 
notes  his  birth  to  have  been  Feb.  5,  1818. 
Ou  Nov.  5,  1S46,  he  and  Lau- 
retta Coburn  were  married.  She 
was  born  Dec.  28,  1819.  Fisber  Ames  Hil- 
dreth died  in  Lowell  July  9, 1873.  His  wid- 
ow died  Oct.  31, 1882.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Major  Ephraiin  and  Hannah  (Varnum) 
Coburn  of  Dracut.  His  identification  with 
public  matters  in  Dracut  cea*ed  when  be  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Lowell,  1S45-6,  but  the  fol- 
lowing entries  affecting  him  are  found  in  the 
Dracut  records  after  his  school  days  in  old 
District  No.  5  red  school  house  and  the  Dra- 
cut academy  were  over. 

On  page  159,  Vol.  VII.,  Nov.  12,  1S39, 
there  are  recorded  the  proceedings  of  a  Dra- 
cut towu  meeting  of  an  unusual  nature, 
markedly  in  contrast  with  the  conventional 
aud  orderly  records  of  the  preceding  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  years.  The  following 
is  the  substance  of  the  record: 

"Town  meeting  voted  not  to  send  two  rep- 
resentative? to  the  General  Court  of  the 
commonwealth,  although  the  chairman  de- 
clared otherwise.  The  chairman  was  after- 
wards overruled  by  the  rest  of  the  selectmen 
and  they  decided  that  the  vote  was  to  recon- 
sider a  former  vote  whereby  they  voted  to 
send  two  representatives.  Voted  not  to  dis- 
miss the  meeting.  Made  choice  of  Samuel 
Fox  for  one  representative  to  the  General 
Court  of  this  commonwealth. 

Voted  that  the  selectmen  were  out  of  or- 
der by  declaring  Fisher  A.  Hildreth's  mo- 
tion to  be  out  of  order,  which  motion  was 
to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  it  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  not  to  send  two 
representatives.  Voted  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  not  to  send  two  representatives. 
Voted      to       choose       one       more       rep- 


resentative to  represent  this  town  in 
the  General  Court  of  this  commonwealth. 
Voted  that  we  proceed  to  ballot  for  another 
representative.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  meet- 
ing to  the  13Lh  day  of  November,  1839.  The 
next  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  the  time 
of  adjournment  and  made  choice  of  Atis 
Ansart  for  a  representative. 

(Signed)  Wm.  F.  Osgood,  Ira  Hall. 
Benj.  Stevens,  Selectmen,  Henry  Richard- 
son, Town  Clerk." 

AN   INCIDENT  IN  THE  EARLY  LIFE    OF  FISH- 
ER AMES  HILDRETH. 

Florence  (Hildreth)  Nesmith  of  Lowell 
tells  the  following  story  : 

In  the  days  when  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  act- 
ively participated  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
town  meetings  holden  annually  in  the  First 
Parish  or  old  Centre  meeting  house,  the 
occasion  and  place  was  where  such  positive, 
able  men  as  the  Hildreths  and  the  Varnums 
used  to  debate  public  questions  and  general 
principles  and  local  matters.  Common  peo- 
p'e  used  to  remain  silent  when  certain  ma- 
tured intellects  aave  tongue  to  their  oppos- 
ing views. 

Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  was  a  federalist;  his 
son,  Fisher  Ames,  was  a  democrat.  The 
period  when  the  latter  attained  his  majority, 
1839,  was  one  of  great  political  excite- 
ment, but,  on  all  public  occasions,  young 
men  in  those  days  were  repressed  or  ignored 
as  callow  by  their  elders.  At  the  first  towu 
meeting  attended  by  the  sou  after  he  be- 
came of  age,  he  had  a  word  tilt  with  the  doc- 
tor, his  father,  upon  some  political  dogma 
and  denounced  as  illogical  and  unsound  some 
theory  of  his  father's  political  creed.  In  re- 
buttal, the  elder  Hildreth  inveighed  agains 
the  "lack  of  talent  and  of  good  manners  of 
the  young  Demosthenes  who  had  assailed  his 
platform." 

Fisher  won  his  spurs  by  neatly  retorting 
that,  "admitting  both  his  absence  of  talent, 
for  which  he  should  not  decry  his  Heavenly 
Father,  he  could  reasonably  hold  his  earthly 
father  responsible  for  his  alleged  lack  of 
good  manners.''  The  doctor  didn't  know,  so 
be  afterwards  said,  whether  to  be  mad  or 
proud  of  this  repartee  from  the  chip  of  the 
old  block. 

Page  169,  Vol.  VII.,  Dracut  town  records, 
March  2, 1840,  states  that  F.  A.  Hildreth  was, 


6  J 


on  that  date,  chosen  fence  viewer.  The  act 
for  regulating  fences,  "cute!,"  etc..  anno 
regui  Gulielmi  et  Marie  et  Regis  et  Regime, 
Quiuto,  16°3.  is  found  on  page  45  of  the  charier 
granted  by  their  majesties.  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  bay,  printed 
MDCCLIX  in  Bostou  by  S.  Kneeland. 

Page  188.  Vol.  VII.,  Dracut  town  records, 
March  1.  1841,  notes  the  proceedings  of  a 
pacific  town  meeting  whereof  Dr.  Israel 
Hildreth  was  the  moderator  and  whereat 
Fisher  Ames  Hildreth  was  chosen  town 
clerk.  On  April  5.  1841.  he  was  chosen 
town  treasurer,  fence  viewer  and  fire  ward. 
Page  196,  same  volume,  notes  that  he  was8, 
by  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  justice  of  the  peace, 
sworn  to  faithfully  perform  these  duties. 

The  clerical  duties  of  town  clerk  were  dis- 
tasteful to  Fisher.  He  told  his  sister  (Mrs. 
Rowena  Hildreth  Reade)  that  his  har.d-writ- 
iug  was  not  as  presentable  as  the  cbirogra- 
phy  of  any  of  the  Hiklreths,  Major  Ephraim, 
Ensign  Ephraim,  Major  William,  Gen- 
eral William,  or  Lieut.  Israel,  w  ho 
had  filled  that  office  for  the  pe- 
riod, 1710  to  1812.  He  declined  reelection  as 
town  clerk  because  bis  baud-writing  resem- 
bled a  picket  fence. 

Page  217,  Vol.  VII..  March  1.  1>42.  town 
records,  states  that  be  was  chosen  field  driv- 
er. On  Nov.  14, 1842.  a  town  meeting  was 
called  and  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth  chosen  moder- 
ator. He  was  excused  from  serving  at  his 
own  request  and  his  sou  chosen  iu  bis  place. 
Page  237,  Vol.  VII.,  Nov.  14.  1842.  records 
that  '"Fisher  A.  Hildreth  was  selected  to  rep- 
resent Dracut  at  the  General  Court  to  be 
holden  at  Boston  beginning  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday of  January  next." 

On  February  10, 1843,  a  town  meeting  was 
bolden  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Bradley  to  annex  to  Lowell 
that  portion  of  Dracut  called  Ceotralviile. 
The  moderator  of  the  meeting  was  the  Hon. 
F.  A.  Hiidretb,  aged  25. 

On  March  6,  1843  he  was  put  in  the  jury 
hox  for  service  as  a  juror.  Page  274,  Vol. 
VII.,  March  13,  1S43.  notes  his  reelection  as 
representative  from  Dracut  on  the  democrat- 
ic ticket  in  the  state  legislature.  On  April 
3d  of  this  year  be  was  chosen  committee  to 
notify  the  proprietors  of  Central  bridge  of 
the  acceptance,  by  Dracut,  of  the  act  of   the 


legislature  regarding  the  bridge.  Like  his 
grandfather,  Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth.  he  did 
not.  after  his  election  to  the  legislative  hon- 
ors, sever  bis  connection  with  local  affairs. 
Page  2S4,  Vol.  VII.,  April  1,  1844.  notes  that 
tlie  Hon.  F.  A.  Hildreth  was  chosen  tything- 
man  on  that  d?te;  he  was  excused  from 
serving,  but  accepteel  the  office  of  town  con- 
stable and  collector  of  taxes.  At  the  s.inie 
town  meeting,  Robert  Reade  and  William 
Warren  Reade,  of  Dracut,  were  chosen  sur- 
veyors of  lumber  aud  measurers  of  wood  an  1 
bark. 

The  term  of  office  of  Fisher  A.  Hiidretb  as 
a  legislator  and  representative  from  Dracut 
terminated  after  a  sei  vice  in  that  capacity 
for  the  period  of  two  years.  He  partly  de- 
termined to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  his  brother-in-law.  Gen.  Benj. 
F.  Butler,  and  fully  determined  upon  a 
change  of  residence,  Lowell  being  the  place 
of  his  citizenship.  The  last  entry  of  his 
name  in  the  Dracut  records  is  on  page  31  5 
Vol.  VII..  Nov.  11.  1844,  when  Fisher  A. 
Hildreth  received  221  votes  and  Timothy  V. 
Coburn  237  votes  as  representative.  The 
date,  Nov.  5,  was  fixed  upon  for  the  mar- 
riage of  Fisher  A.  Hildreth  and  Lauretta  Co- 
burn  of  Dracut  because  that  was  the  birth- 
day of  General  Butler.  Their  first  borne 
was  on  Tykr  street,  then  Church  street,  un- 
til the  completion  of  the  residence  at  the 
corner  of  Myrtle  and  Sixth  streets.  This 
was  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hildreth 
until  the  end  of  their  dajs. 

In  1845  be  commenced  at  Lowell  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Republican,  a  weekly  demo- 
cratic paper  of  this  city.  For  a  time  he  was 
undecided  whether  or  not  to  make  law  his 
profession.  He  was  an  ardent  politician 
and  at  length  left  his  legal  studies.  On  Aug. 
14, 1845,  he  purchased  (with  the  aid  of  his 
father)  of  H.  E.  and  S.  C.  Baldwin  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  tri-weekly  Advertiser  and 
the  weekly  Patriot.  These  publications 
were  merged  and  the  latter  called  from  that 
date  the  Lowell  Patriot  and  Republican.  On 
Nov.  6  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Varney  became  associ- 
ated wiib  him  for  six  months  in  the  jusiness, 
when  his  connection  ceased.  Mr.  Hildreth 
continued  in  connection  with  these  papers 
up  to  the  time  of  their  suspension  in  1863, 
during  the  last  six  years  of  which  time  be 
was  in   company    with  Charles    Hunt.    Mr. 
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Hildretta  wielded  a  ready  and  trenchant  pen, 
giving  his  political  opponents  severe  battles. 

Prominent  democratic  politicians  of  that 
day  throughout  the  state  ackoowledged  the 
valuable  services  rendered  the  party  through 
his  efforts,  sagacity  and  editorials,  and  be 
had  offers  of  official  station  which  he  was 
content,  in  some  instances  urged,  should  be 
bestowed  upon  his  friends  rather  than  him- 
self. 

He  devoted  his  entire  time  to  his  editorial 
labors  upon  the  Advertiser,  until  his  appoint- 
ment as  high  sheriff  in  1850.  This  interfered 
somewhat  with  his  editorial  duties,  but  the 
leading  articles  were  always  from  his  pen 
until  some  time  after  his  appoiutment  as 
postmaster  of  Lowell  in  1853;  after  which 
time  his  editorial  labors  almost  entirely 
ceased,  although  the  political  articles  upon 
important  subjects  were  inspired  by  him  un- 
til the  discontinuance  of  the  Advertiser.  Dur- 
ing: his  active  labors  on  that  publication  it 
was  advanced  to  the  highest  rank  as  a  po- 
litical journal,  and  no  paper  in  Massachu- 
setts was  more  frequently  quoted  and  its 
opinions  endorsed  by  its  contemporaries. 

During  the  earlier  portion  of  the  earlier 
career  of  Fisher  Ames  Hlldretb,  the  press  of 
Lowell  was  a  very  able  one,  ranking  in  point 
of  abiiity  with  the  highest.  Schouler,  Kobir.- 
son  and  Warland  were  in  the  editorial  har- 
ness in  connection  with  the  Courier  and 
Lowell  American,  the  latter  paper  beiDg 
started  by  Mr.  Robinson  after  dissolving 
his  connection  with  the  Courier  in  "free-soil" 
times.  As  writers,  these  men  all  ranked  de- 
servedly high,  but  in  many  respects  Mr.  Hil- 
dreth  was  their  superior.  At  this  period, 
vital  issues  divided  the  two  great  parties,  and 
the  newspaper  was  the  arena  in  which  these 
issues  were  fought  and  decided.  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  these  questions  Mr.  Hildreth  was 
peculiar.y  fitted,  as  his  mind  was  eminently 
a  logical  and  metaphysical  one,  and  while  he 
had  not  the  grace  and  fluency  of  his  contem- 
poraries, for  soundness  of  logic,  power  of 
argument,  close  and  connected  reasoning,  he 
was  the  superior  of  them  all,  if,  iudted, 
equalled  by  any  writer  upon  the 
press  of  the  state.  Fiercely  raged  the 
editorial  battles  in  those  days  and  the  foe- 
men  were  worthy  of  each  other's  steel. 
When  Fisher  A.  Hildreth  laid  down  the  ed- 
itorid  pen,  the  profession    lost   one    of   its 


ablest  writers  and  one  who  left  an  indelible 
record  in  that  capacity.  The  edi'.orial  harness 
was  not  so  irksome  to  him  as  speech-making; 
he  ever  avoided  the  latter;  but  he  gradually 
dropped  out  of  it  owing  to  the  pressure  of 
other  business  demanding  his  time  and  at- 
tention. 

From  ear;y  manhood  Mr.  Hildreth  was  an 
ardent  and  sincere  democrat,  believiug  with 
bis  whole  soul  in  the  principles  and  measures 
which  formed  that  party's  creed.  He  loved 
politics,  and  by  the  natural  bent  of  his  mind 
was  eminently  calculated  to  shine  therein. 
As  a  party  manager  he  had  few,  if  any, 
equals  in  this  country.  Cool,  clear-headed 
and  far-reaching,  with  a  wonderful  insight 
into  the  motives  which  govern  and  actuate 
men,  he  had  the  facility  of  moulding  the 
opinions  of  others  to  his  own,  and  once  in 
the  grasp  of  his  clear  and  logical  minJ,  es- 
cape was  next  to  impossible.  Political  man- 
agement in  his  adroit  bauds  was  indeed  a 
science:  everything  was  done  so  quietly  as 
hardly  to  leave  a  ripple  upon  the  surface. 
No  fuss,  no  bombast,  but  everj  thing  done 
calmly,  easily,  naturally,  and  almost  uni- 
formly successful.  He  was  a  balauce  wheel 
for  the  mechanism  of  other  men.  Political 
matters  claimed  a  large  share  of  his  attention, 
and  he  had  a  great  facility  of  collecting  and 
digesting  the  opinions  of  those  he  came  in 
contact  with,  and  but  few  men  could  be 
found  with  a  wider  range  of  political  knowl- 
edge and  whose  opinion  was  uniformly  so 
valuable  and  reliable. 

Mr.  Hildreth  was  one  of  the  spirits  that 
gave  life  and  soul  to  the  Coalition,  so-called, 
of  1850,  which  successfully  seized  the  reins 
of  government  from  the  whig  party  that  for 
so  long  a  time  had  governed  the  stale.  Mid- 
dlesex county  was  the  head  and  front  of  this, 
movement,  embracing  among  its  leaders 
such  men  as  Benj.  F.  Butler,  Geo.  8.  Boul- 
well,  N.  P.  Banks,  Henry  Wilson,  Caleb 
Cusbing,  names  that  have  since  become  cele- 
brated. Its  successful  culmination  was 
owing  greatly  to  the  able  management  of 
Fisher  Ames  Hildreth,  and  if  he  did  not  in 
after  years  reach  the  prominence  and  attain 
the  position  of  his  compeers  in  the  move- 
ment, it  was  owirg  to  no  lack  of  ability. 

Upon  the  success  of  the  coalition  move- 
ment, so  called,  in  1850  and  during  the  ad- 
ministration   of  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell  as 
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governor,  he  became  high  sheriff,  and  re- 
mained in  the  position  throughout  Mr.  Bout- 
well's  administration.  The  executive  coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts  confirmed  him  as  sheriff 
January  21, 1851.  In  1S53  be  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Lowell  by  President  Pierce, 
but  declined  the  honor  because  of  his  fidelity 
to  his  friend,  Mr.  T.  P.  Goodhue.  Against 
strong  opposition  of  less  scrupulous  friends 
and  others,  he  urged  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Goodhue,  visiting  Washington  for  that  pur- 
pose. Mr.  Goodhue  died  a  few  months  after 
bis  appointment,  when  Mr.  Hildreth  was 
again  selected  and  he  served  as  such  during 
the  remainder  of  Franklin  Pierce's  adminis- 
tration, and,  by  reappointment,  during  that 
of  President  James  Buchanan. 

In  April,  1850,  the  legislature  incorpora- 
ted the  Lowell  Museum  as  a  stock  company. 
The  directors  were  F.  A.  Hildreth,  Henry 
Reade,  his  brother-in-law,  B.  H.  Weaver, 
and  A.  B.  French.  The  building  was  struck 
by  lightning  and  burned  in  1S53.  Mr.  Hil- 
dreth's  editorial  labors  had  then  wholly 
ceased,  although  he  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  Advertiser  for  two  years  longer.  His 
time  was  then  devoted  almost  entirely  to  busi- 
ness pursuits  and  the  care  of  his  large  real  es- 
tate property.  The  Museum  buildiug,  now 
called  the  "Hildreth  Block,"  was  rebuilt, 
becoming  his  property,  and  is  still  possessed 
by  his  heirs.  He  removed  the  Lowell  post  of- 
fice from  Middle  street  to  Its  present  location 
during  his  administration  as  postmaster,  aud 
did  much  to  advance  the  business  interests 
of  our  city.  He  possessed  a  far-seeing  and 
very  comprehensive  mind,  calculating  com- 
ing events  almost  miraculously.  As  a  stu- 
dent he  had  shown  great  aptitude  as  a  schol- 
ar, especially  in  mathematics,  and  mastered 
Day's  algebra  in  six  weeks,  unaided.  The 
mathematical  abilities  which  he  manifested 
in  his  youth  seemingly  turned  to  his  advan- 
tage in  almost  every  political  and  business 
movement  of  his  life.  Before  he  was  thirteen 
years  old  he  was  entrusted  with  the  sole 
charge  of  his  father's  farm,  reaching  out 
from  the  Hildreth  homestead,  and  in  that 
capacity  showed  good  skill  and  judgment. 
His  father,  Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  himself  a 
ripe  scholar,  believing  in  a  practical,  rather 
than  a  classical,  education,  he  was  not  sent 
to  college.  He  alternately  taught  school  and 
attended  to  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
elected  representative. 


With  scarcely  any  intermission,  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  io  Lowell,  near  the  place 
of  the  birth  of  three  generations  of  Hildreths 
ahead  of  him.  In  abaudouiug  the  study  of 
law  he  made  a  great  mistake,  in  which  opin- 
ion he  himself  shared.  His  mind  was  great 
iu  analysis,  his  judgment  almost  uuerrlng, 
and  his  reasoning  faculties  very  acute.  Per- 
haps as  an  advocate  he  might  not  have  at- 
tained to  the  very  highest  rauk,  as  he  had  a 
passion  for  turnint;  and  twisting  a  subject  to 
view  it  in  all  its  possible  bearings,  qualities 
pertaining  more  to  a  judge  than  aa  advocate, 
but  a  great  lawyer  he  could  not  have  failed 
in  becoming.  A  diffidence  aud  modesty 
which  were  natural  to  him  probably  made 
him  distrustful  of  his  chances  of  success 
where  so  much  depends  on  a  lack  of  these 
qualities.  In  political  life  these  characteris- 
tics operated  to  keep  him  from  the  public 
eye  and  from  positions  which  his  great 
ability  would  otherwise  have  commanded. 
Only  upon  rare  occasions  could  he  be  in- 
duced to  address  an  audience,  but  when 
there  was  a  vital  point  to  be  carried  iu  a 
caucus  or  convention,  and  there  was  no  es- 
cape for  it,  he  was  always  equal  to  the 
emergency,  speaking  clearly  and  forcibly 
and  to  the  point,  causing  his  friends  to  regret 
that  circumstances  did  not  often  demand  the 
effjrt.  Those  who  beard  him  could  not  fail 
of  being  impressed  with  his  natural  ability 
as  an  orator.  In  this  respect  he  was  his 
father's  son. 

Fisher  Ames  Hildreth  was  equal  to  his 
ancestry  and  the  times  in  which  he  lived. 
He  was  a  successful  and  exemplary  citizen 
of  Lowell  and  possessed,  to  a  phenomenal 
degree,  prescience,  the  ability  to  judge  of 
character,  aud  the  faculties  of  a  leader  of 
men.  He  grasped  a  knowledge  of  the  prac- 
tical and  useful  affairs  in  life  almost  by  intu- 
ition. An  only  son,  with  six  loved  and 
talented  sisters  developing  during  his  boy- 
hood, he  must  have  suffered,  at  first,  from 
isolation,  but,  all  the  more,  he  devoted  him- 
self, o'  nights,  to  study  by  the  fitful  light  of  a 
candle.  His  life  was  colored  aud  shaded  by 
his  boyhood's  experience,  whkh  was  one  of 
respousibility  at  an  early  age.  In  after  years 
he  loved  the  glow  of  the  fireside  in  the  sit- 
tiug  room  of  the  Hildreth  homestead  where 
he  was  born  and  where    liAuut  Lotie,"    his 
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youngest  sister,  spent  seven  years  after  her 
husband's  death  with  her  two  boys,  Fisher 
Hildreth  Pearson  and  Gardiner  Whitman 
Pearson.  He  early  manifested  the  fixed  de- 
termination to  earn  more  than  his  ex- 
penses and  become  independent.  He  succeed- 
ed. His  life  was  methodical  and  had  no  ac- 
cidents. He  earned  what  he  attained  with- 
out hazardous  speculation.  His  character 
was  strengthened  and  deepened  by  the  ex- 
amples and  practice  of  the  noble  lives  that 
had  passed  onward  unenhanced  by  any  halo 
of  romance.  He  was  a  man  utterly  without 
vices  in  all  bis  personal  habits  and  life. 

His  mother  died  in  1858;  his  father  during 
the  following  year. 

It  was  as  a  farmer  that  Fisher  Ames  Hil- 
dreth derived  the  greatest  fund  of  enjoyment, 
outside  of  the  domestic  circle.  By  arrange- 
ment with  his  sisters,  Inheriting  from  his 
father  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Dracut, 
ene  of  the  most  productive  and  valuable  in 
the  country,  he  there  devoted  his  hours  of 
leisure  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  the 
care  and  improvement  of  his  stock,  leaving 
care  behind  and  entering  fully  into  all  the  de- 
tails of  its  management.  That  his  farming 
operations  were  successful  cannot  admit  of 
much  doubt,  but  if  carried  on  at  a  loss  the 
pleasure  would  still  have  been  greater  than 
making  money  in  other  pursuits. 

His  was  a  peculiar  nature,  and  one  but  lit- 
tle understood  for  one  so  prominently 
known,  outside  of  a  few  intimate  friends; 
modest  and  unassuming  in  his  bearing,  reti- 
cent in  regard  to  himself  and  his  affairs, 
courteous,  patient  and  gentlemanly  in  his 
intercourse  with  all.  .  He  had  a  becoming  re- 
serve and  dignity  that  might  be  called  an  un- 
assuming superiority  without  any  assertion 
or  attempt  on  his  part  to  insure  it.  For  the 
opinion  of  the  world  he  cared  but  little,  gen- 
erally;  but  the  views  of  bis  friends  he  highly 
valued  and  cherished.  To  his  friends,  es- 
pecially old  ones,  he  was  very  strongly 
attached,  and  it  was  a  very  difEcultlmatter  to 
prejudice  his  mind  against  one  in  whom  he 
put  trust;  hearsay  went  for  nothing;  posi- 
tive proof  must  be  adduced.  My  father 
once  said  to  me,  "Fisher  A.  Hildreth's  word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond."  Slow  to  promise  a 
favor,  he  was  equally  sure  to  fulfil  that 
promise  once  given,  and  never  holding  out 
hopes  without  an  almost  positive   assurance 


that  they  would  be  fulfilled.  His  character 
was  that  of  perfect  rectitude.  His  estimate 
of  men  was  wonderfully  accurate,  his 
keen  perception  peered  through  the  thickest 
disguise,  and  pretension,  varnish  and  veneer 
were  sure  to  be  strirp^d  off  and  the  true 
worth  underneath  arrived  at  with  the  most 
unerring  accuracy.  Ability,  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity he  respected  wherever  found;  the 
adventitious  circumstances  of  wealth  count- 
ing as  little  In  the  balance  without  them. 

Among  some  who  did  not  know  or  could 
not  appreciate  him,  he  passed  as  a  somewhat 
cold-hearted  and  impassive  man;  as  one  un- 
mindful of  the  sufferings  and  misfortunes  of 
his  fellow  men ;  but  this  was  but  a  superficial 
judgment.  His  friends  he  preferred  to  assist 
by  judicious  and  kindly  advice  and  by  show- 
ing them  the  way  out  of  their  embarrass- 
ment, rather  than  through  pecuniary  aid; 
but,  failing  in  that,  a  cherished  friend  could 
always  rely  upon  his  assistance  if  in  his 
power  to  grant  it.  He  was  innately  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  remarkably  even  temper,  calm 
and  dignified,  seldom  giving  way  to  his  feel- 
ings to  allow  any  one  to  peer  into  the  inner 
recesses  of  his  heart,  but  when  he  did,  there 
was  a  revelation  of  an  inner  consciousness 
and  depth  of  feeling  that  was  a  surprise  to 
those  natures  whose  emotions  lie  entirely 
upon  the  surface,  and  who  never  dream  that 
the  most  deep,  warm  and  sympathetic  feel- 
ings can  be  hidden  in  the  soul  and  rarely  re- 
veal its  wealth;  these  with  a  scrupulous  re- 
gard for  others'  feelings,  avoiding  every- 
thing that  would  wound  the  most  sensitive 
spirit,  stamped  the  soul  and  nature  of  the  man. 
He  was  fond  of  his  children,  considerate 
of  the  feelings  of  others,  kind  and  liberal  to 
servants,  punctual  to  engagements,  circum- 
spect in  his  intercourse  with  people  in  gen- 
eral, painstaking  and  explicit  in  his  business 
transactions.  In  his  domestic  life,  he  evinced 
sweet,  sound  wisdom.  He  possessed  the 
quality  of  voice  that  his  father  had.  He  was 
a  firm,  tender,  sensible  father  and  hus- 
band. As  a  son,  he  was  kind,  considerate 
and  devoted.  His  love  for  his  mother,  who 
suffered  from  an  incurable  malady  for  some 
years  before  death  summoned  her  away,  was 
remarkable;  no  sacrifice  being  too  great  to 
show  the  sympathy  and  love  which  he  bore 
her,  and  happy  indeed  the  mother  to  have 
such  a  son. 
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As  a  husband  and  father  he  was  fond, 
kind  and  Indulgent,  and  it  was  in  the  bosom 
of  his  family  that  he  found  his  greatest  hap- 
piness, and  where  he  received  that  full  ap- 
preciation aud  love  so  grateful  to  a  heart  like 
his. 

There  was  but  one  thing  wanting  to  make 
his  happluess  complete — a  son,  lo  hand  down 
his  honored  name  to  posterity.  But  it  was 
not  so  to  be.  The  loss  of  Fisher  Ames,  jr., 
in  1S60,  and  of  Israel  in  1863,  a  bright  and 
beautiful  boy  of  about  five  years,  while  he, 
the  father,  was  absent  on  business  at  New 
Orleans,  struck  deeply  into  his  soul  and  left  a 
void  impossible  to  fill.  But  in  his  lovely 
wife  and  loved  daughters,  and  surrounded 
by  all  that  was  worth  living  for,  he  sought 
aud  received  consolation  in  ministering  to 
their  comfort  and  happiness  as  they  did  to 
him  in  his  lingering,  final  illness  of  grest 
physical  pain. 

When  it  became  apparent  that  recovery 
was  impossible,  he  calmly  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  settlement  of  his  business  af- 
fairs and  estate  so  as  to  leave  little  to  be  done 
in  this  particular  after  his  death.  His  mala- 
dy was  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  complicat- 
ed by  a  stroke  of  partial  paralysis  six  months 
before  his  death.  He  was  perfectly  conscious 
on  the  Monday  before  he  died  and  was  able 
to  speak,  although  with  some  difficulty,  but 
a  few  hours  afterward  he  commenced  to 
sink,  soon  became  unconscious,  and  on  Wed- 
nesday, July  9,  1873,  near  the  hour  of  sunset 
at  the  close  of  one  of  the  loveliest  of  days,  he 
calmly  and  gently  passed  from  earth. 

He  was  the  last  male  of  his  name  In  direct 
descent  from  Major  Ephraim  Hildreth,  and 
sleeps  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  In 
the  family  lot  of  the  Dracut  graveyard  where 
six  generations  now  await  us. 

CONCLUSION. 
We  delight  to  read  in  classic  language  of 
eternal  Rome.  The  pages  of  history  invest 
the  legends  of  high  and  palmy  Rome  with 
fabulous  honors.  Yet  the  Alban  colonists 
who  raised  upon  the  banks  of  the  yellow 
Tiber  the  first  walls  of  the  Eternal  City  were 
really  men  of  no  greater  mark — uo  more  the 
favorites  of  supernal  powers — than  they 
whom  this  mighty  land  today  salutes  as  fa- 
thers and  creators.  Their  career  was  signal- 
ized by  events  of  as  little  note  as  those  which 


attended  the  planting  of  the  colonies  of 
North  America.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
magnificent  future  of  Rome,  we  should  never 
have  heard  of  Its  past. 

The  destiny  of  the  New  World  was 
wrought  out  with  humble  means  and  un 
promising  tools  by  the  Pilgrims,  Puritans 
colonists,  revolutionists,  patriots  and  states 
men  from  whom  we  descend.  They  were 
the  seed  from  which  our  harvest  has  sprung 
Our  lineage  begins  with  Richard  Hildreth 
the  Chelmsford  sergeant,  1(105-1693 ;  was  con 
tinued  by  James,  1631-1695,  also  of  Chelms 
ford;  was  perpetuated  by  Ephraim  of  Dra 
cut,  1680-1740;  was  maintained  by  Elijah 
1728-1814;  was  fought  for  by  Israel,  1755- 
1839;  was  honored  by  Dr.  Israel,  1791-1S59 
and  the  direct  Hue  of  male  descent  bearing 
the  name  of  Hildreth  ended  with  Fisher 
Ames,  1818-1873. 

In  the  eye  of  the  compiler  of  these  sketch- 
es, Major  Ephraim  was  the  acorn  and  Fisher 
Ames  was  the  oak.  The  grapple,  the  death 
struggle,  was  participated  in  by  Elijah  and 
Israel.  The  latter  did  all  that  patriotism  or 
virtue  could  Buggest.  The  result  showed 
that  they  did  all  that  was  required. 

Their  present  successors  reflect  back  dis- 
tinction, shine  with  no  borrowed  light,  but 
the  filial  duty  of  these  sketches  has  been  to 
perpetuate  our  ancestors,  leaving  to  others 
to  chronicle  the  doings  of  the  ramifications 
of  the  present  descendants  of  the  Hildreth 
family  of  Dracut-Lowell,  but  who  now 
bear  other  names  than  Hildreth. 

Philip  Reade, 
Captain  Third  Regiment  of  Infantry,  United 

States  Army. 
417  Likeview  aveuue,  Lowell,  Mass. 


It  has  been  mentioned  that  Major  Ephraim 
Hildieth  had  seven  sons,  all  but  one  of 
whom,  Zacharlah,  married. 

To  assist  the  genealogist  in  tracing  the 
posterity  of  these  seven  sons,  the  following 
synopsis  is  given.  The  location  is  Dracut 
in  every  case  unless  the  contrary  is  indicated 
by  a  foot  note  reference. 

Localities  are  indicated  by  reference 
marks  as  follows: 

*  Andover,  Mass.,  t  Lewiston,  Me., 
J  Methuen,  ||Chelmsford,  IlLowell,  §Tewka- 
bury,  a,  Rumford,  Me.,  b,  Pelham,   N.    H., 
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C,  Way  land,  d.  Concord,  e,  Hopklnton, 
/,  Plaquemine,  La.,  g,  Newburyport,  h, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  i,  Buffalo,  1ST.  Y.,  j,  Bed- 
ford, N.  H. 

CHILDREN  OF  ENSIGN  EPHRAIM  HILDRETH, 
JR.,  AND  MARY  (CLARK),  HIS  WIFE. 

Simeon,  b.  Nov.  7, 1736;  d.  Nov.  29,  1736. 

Micah,  b.  Mar.  10,   1742;  d.  Mar.  14,  1744. 

Betty,  b.  Nov.  22,  1745;  m.  Aug.  25,  1764, 
Jonathan  Tayler. 

Ephraim,  3rd.,  b.  Feb.  8, 1748;  d.  May  10, 
1749. 

Marget,  b.  Oct.  6,  1750;  m.  Dec.  22,  1772, 
Isaac  Bradley ;  d.  Aug.  10, 17S5. 

Kezla,  b.  May  1,1752;  m.  Dec.  14,  1782, 
James  Laphender. 

CHILDREN        OF      JOSIAH     AND       REBECCA 
(WRIGHT),  HIS  WIFE. 

*Rebecca,  b.  Jan.  22,  1741;  m.  Nov.  28, 
1771,  William  Baly. 

fcMirlam,  b.  March  7,  1743;  m.  1764, 
Joseph  Richardson. 

Hannah,  b.  Nov.  6, 1744. 

Josiah,  b.  Jan.  17, 1746;  m.  July  9,  1772, 
Hannah  Varnum.  She  died  in  Dracut  Nov. 
27, 1806.     He  died  Oct.  17, 1812. 

Olive,  b.  Jan.  29, 174S. 

John,  b.  Oct.  14, 1750. 

CHILDREN     OF     ROBERT     HILDRETH     AND 
SARAH  (ABBOT),  HIS  WIFE. 

Sarah,  b.  Aug.  31, 1735;  m.  Nov.  16,  1754, 
Simeon  Wood. 

Bridget,  b.  May  16, 1737;  m.  Nov.  1. 1760. 
Elezer  Coburn.  She  lived  to  be  100  years 
old. 

Robert,  b.  March  7, 1739;  d.  Aug.  17, 1741. 

Robert,  jr.,  b.  Feb.  23, 1740. 

tPaul,  b.  Oct.  5, 1746. 

Susanna,  b.  Dec.  5, 1748. 

BenjamiD,  b.  Jan.  23,  1754;  d.  Feb.  13, 
1754. 

CHILDREN   OF   ENSIGN    THOMAS  HILDRETH 
AND  HANNAH  (COLBURN) ,  HIS  WIFE. 

Hannah,  b.  Nov.  13, 1748. 
David,  b.  June  10, 1752;  d.  March  25, 1755. 
The  widow, Hannah  Hildreth,died  January 
22, 17S3. 

CHILDREN  OF  MAJOR    WILLIAM    HILDRETH 
AND  TABITHA  (COLBURN),  HIS  WIFE. 

(She  died  Feb.  9, 1788  ) 
Micah,  b.  May  4,  1749;    m.  July    1,    1775, 
Sibyl  Coburn;  d,  Sept.  15,  1S26.     (She  was 


the  daughter  of   Timothy  and  Olive  Coburn, 
born  Sept.  21,  1754;  d.  Feb.  8, 1787.) 

Prudence,  b.  Nov.  6,  1753.  She  married 
Colonel  James  Varnum  of  Dracut.  He  died 
Oct.  18, 1775. 

JWilliam,  jr.,  b.  Nov.  16, 1757 ;  m.  Dec.  16, 
1786,  Susanna  Bodwell  of  Melhuen.  She 
died  Sept.  20, 1793.  His  second  wife,  Alice, 
died,  Dracut,  March  6,  1803.  On  March 
29, 1809,  he  married  Mary  Shephard  of  Hop- 
kiuton.  Gen.  Hildreth  died,  Concord,  Sept. 
5, 1813. 

Marcy,  b.  Jan.  5, 1760. 

David,  b.  May  17, 1762;    d.  Dec.  24, 1765. 

Jonathan,  b.  May  17, 1762;  d.  Dec.  9, 1764. 

CHILDREN  OF  LEVI   HILDRETH    AND    MARY 
(CLEMENS) ,  HIS  WIFE. 

Zachariah,  b.  Dec.  5, 1747. 

CHILDREN  OF  ELIJAH  HILDRETH  OF  DRA- 
CUT, MASS.,  AND  SUSANNA  (BARKER),  HIS 
WIFE. 

(She  died  Oct.  17, 1764.) 

Israel,  b.  Oct.  13, 1755;  m.  April  28,  1781, 
Susanna  Hale;  d.  Sept.  6, 1839. 

Susannah,  b.  Sept.  30, 1764;  m.  Nov.  23, 
1785,  William  Richardson. 

Hannah,  b.  Oct.  15, 1757;  m.  July  6,  1775, 
Obadiah  Richardson ;  d.  Jan.  16, 1850. 

CHILDREN  OF  ELIJAH  HILERETH  OF  DRA- 
CUT AND  HANNAH  (COLBURN),  HIS  WIFE. 

(She  died  May  11, 1753.) 
Jeremiah,  b.  March  3,  1748;    d.    Nov.    26, 
1753. 
Hannah,  b.  May  4,  1750;  d.  Feb.  23, 1755. 

CHILD     OF      ELIJAH      HILDRETH     AND  MRS. 
HANNAH  (RICHARDSON),  HIS  WIFE. 

(She  died  Oct.  19, 1S07.) 
Huldah,  b.  Feb.  2, 1766. 

CHILDREN  OF  LIEUT.  ISRAEL  HILDRETH  OF 
DRACUT,  MASS.'  AND  SUSANNA  (HALE), 
HIS  WIFE. 

(She  died  Feb.  27,1834.) 

Elijah,  b.  Oct.  3, 1781;  m.  April  3,  1S03, 
Jane  Parker;  d.  Oct.  27, 1839. 

H Susannah,  b.  Oct.  11.  1783;  m.  Dec.  29, 
1803,  Moses  Fletcher. 

Israel,  b.  Dec.  12,  17S9;    d.  June,  2    1790. 

Lydia.b.  April  16, 1786;  m.  Nov.  10,  1803, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hildreth. 

^ISRAEL,  b.  Feb.  28,  1791;  m.  Dec.  16, 
1S13,  Dolly  Jones;  d.  April  6, 1859. 

aElizabeth,  b.  May  28,  1793;  m.     Feb.    2, 
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1815,  Jeremiah  Kidder,  jr.;    Feb.    24,    1624, 
Phineas  Wood,  esq. 

CHILDREN  OF  ELIJAH  HILDRETH,   JK  ,  AND 
JANE    (PARKER),   HIS   WIFE. 

She  died  Sept.  18, 1S14. 

Dexter,  b.  Oct.  27,  1S03;  d.  March  4, 
1805. 

UDexter,  b.  Juue  3, 1805:  m.  Oct.  21,  183S, 
Hannah  Dore;  d.  May  16, 1S52. 

Parker,  b.  Dec.  1806. 

Israel,  b.  Dec.  1,  1808;  d.  July  4,  1837. 

Emeline,  m.  Sept.  30,  1833,  Moody  S. 
Wheeler. 

CHILDREN  OF  DR.  ISRAEL  HILDRETH  OF 
DRACUT,  MASS.,  AND  DOLLY  (JONES),  HIS 
WIFE. 

(She  died  Feb.  26,  1858.) 
URowena,  b.  Sept.  21, 1814;  no.  May  2,  1833, 
Henry  Reade.    He  died  Aug.  2. 1878. 

USarah  Jones,  b.  Aug.  17, 1816;  m.  May  16, 
1S44,  General  Beuj.  Franklin  Butler;  d.  April 
8, 1876. 

HFisher  Ames,  b.  Feb.  5, 1818:  m.  Nov.  5, 
1846,  Lauretta  Coburn  ;  d.  July  9, 1873. 

HSusan,  b.  Nov.  24, 1819;  m.  Aug.  21, 1S50, 
William  Prentiss  Webster:  d.  April  12, 1874. 

cHarriet,  b.  Aug.  21,  1821;  m.  April  24, 
1855,  Franklin  Flske  Heard;  d.  May  1.  1S66. 

UDolly,  b.  Sept.  30, 1S24;  m.  April  5,  1852, 
Col.  J.  M.  G.  Parker. 

John  Richardson  Cole,  b.  March  1,  1S25;  d. 
April  10, 1826. 

Laura  Wright,  b.  Sept.  6,  1826;  m.  July  23, 
1863,  George  Howard  Pearson ;  d.  Jan.  5, 1891. 

DRACUT  DESCENDANTS  OF  SERGEANT 
RICHARD  HILDRETH  OF  CHELMSFORD, 
MASS.,  BEARING  THE  NAME  OF  HILDRETH. 

Adeline,  b.  April  26, 1802 ;  d.  Aug.  24, 1802. 

Arabella,  b.  Nov.  5,  1S03. 

Albert  Gallatin,  b.  March  27. 1S06 ;  ni.  Sept. 
24, 1832,    Sophia  Boyce,  of  Concord. 

Amanda,  b.  Jan.  15,  1S34. 

Atilaba,  b.  Nov.  18, 1835. 

Angela,  b.  Aug.  28, 1837. 

Bridget,  b.  May  16, 1737;  m.  Nov.  [1,  1760, 
Elezer  Coburn  of  Dracut:  d.  Aug.,  1836. 

Betty,  b.  Nov.  22, 1745 ;  m.  Aug.  25,  1764, 
Jonathan  Tayler  of  Dracut. 

David,  b.  June  10, 1752;  d.  March  25,  1755. 

BeDjamin,  b.  Jan.  23, 1754;  d.  Feb.  13,  1754. 

David,  b.  May  17, 1762;  d.  Dec.  24,  1765. 

David,  b.  Nov.  17.  1775;  m.  Aug.  20,  1805, 


Sarah  Bradley.  He  died,  without  issue,  in 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Dexter,  b.  Oct.  27,  1803;  d.  May  4,  1805. 

UDexter,  b.  June  3,  1805;  m.  Oct.  21,lboS, 
Hannah  Dore;  d.  May  6, 1852. 

U  Dolly,  b.  Sept.  30, 1824;  m.  Arril  5,  1852. 
Col.  J.  M.  G.  Parker. 

\\3Injor  Ephraim  Hildreth,  b.  Jan.  9, 
1680;  m.  1707,  Mercy  (Parish)  Richardson; 
d.  Sept.  26, 1740. 

HEphraim,  jr.,  b.  Jan.  IS,  1708;  m.  Feb.  11, 
1735,  Mary  Clark;  d.  Aug.  5, 1769.  She  died 
1796. 

XElijah  Hildreth,  b.  May  23,  1728;  m. 
Feb.  1, 1755,  Susanna  Barker;    d.    May    14, 

1814.  She  died  Oct.  17,  1764. 

Ephraim,  b.  Feb.  8, 1748;  d.  May  10,  1749. 

Elijah,  jr.,  b.  Oct.  3,  1781;  m.  April  3, 
1S03,  Jane  Parker;  d.  Oct.  27,  1839;  she  died 
Sept.  18, 1814. 

Ephraim,  b.  June  17.  17S3;  m.  July  1, 
1S02,  Elizabeth  Harvey.  She  died  Mav  7, 
1826. 

$  Elizabeth,  b.  May    28,  1793;  m.    Feb.    2, 

1815,  Jeremiah  Kidder,  jr.;  Feb.  24,  1824, 
a  Phineas  Wood. 

tEmeline,  ra.  Sept.  30,  1-33,  Moodv 
S.  Wheeler. 

iEliza  H.,  m.  April  25,  1833,  Thomas 
Spofford,  3rd. 

Fred'k  Augustus,  b.  Nov.  3,  1791;  never 
married. 

UFaunie  Maria,  b.  April  4,  1811;  m.  Aug. 
18, 1831,  George  Somes;  d.  Oct.  18,  1833. 

Fisher  Ames,  b.  Feb.  5, 181S;  m.  Nov.  5, 
1846,  Lauretta  Coburn ;  d.  July  9. 1873. 

Frances  M.,  b.  May  18, 1S31 ;  d.  Feb.  2, 1832. 

^Florence,  b.  April  5,  1S48;  m.  March  23 
1875,  Thomas  Nesmith. 

URowena,  b.  March  6. 1854;  m.  May  20 
1880,  Charles  Dana  Palmer. 

Fisher  Ames,  jr.,  b  Nov.  8,  1S60;  d.  Nov. 
27,  1860. 

f  Frances,  b.  Feb.  11, 1S33;  m.  J.  C.  Kim- 
ball. 

George  Washington,  b.  Nov.  30,  1835. 

Hannah,  b.  Nov.  6, 1744. 

Hannah,  2nd,  b.  Nov.  13,  1748. 

Hannah,  b.  May  4, 1750;  d.  Feb.  23, 1755. 

Hannah,  b.  Oct.  15, 1757;  m.  July  6,  1775, 
Obadiah  Richardson ;  d.  Jan.  16,  1850. 

Hannah,  d.  June  13, 1S22. 

Hannah,  b.  May  30,  1779;  m.  Juue  28, 
1806,  Samuel  Varnum. 
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Harriet,  b.  Sept.  4,  1790;  m.  Dec.  3,  1814, 
Frederick  H.  Davis. 

Hannah  Elvira,  b.  Jan.  17, 1811. 
.    cHarriet,  b.  Aug.  21,  1821 ;    m.    April   24, 
1855,  Franklin  F.  Heard  ;  d.  May  1,  1866. 

Hazen  Sylvester,  b.  Jan.  7,  1830;    d.    May 
22, 1850. 
.    Harry,  b.  July  30. 1849;  d.  July  7, 1850. 

UHarrlet,  m.  May  21,  1829,  Jonathan  Hill. 

Huldah,  b.  Feb.  2,1766. 

g Lieut.  Israel  Hildreth,  b.  Oci.  13,  1755; 
m.  April  28, 1781,  Susanna  Hale;  d.  Sept.  6, 
1839. 

Israel,  b.  Dec.  12, 1789;  d.  Jan.  2, 1790. 

Dr.  Israel  Hildreth,  b.  Feb.  28,  1791 ;  m. 
Dec.  16,  1S13,  Dolly  Jones;  d.  April  6, 1859. 

Israel,  b.  Dec.  1,1808. 

Isaac  Coburn,  b.  Aug.  12, 1814. 

Isaac  Coburu,  b.  Aug.  12. 1815. 

Israel,  b.  April  25,1858;  d.  Jan.  8,  1863. 

Lieut.  James  Hddreth,b.  1631;  m.  June 
1, 1659,  Margaret  Ward;  d.  April  14,1695. 

Josiah,  b.  Feb.  14, 1710;  m.  Dec.  20,  1740, 
Rebecca  Wright ;  d.  Aug.  7, 1754. 

Josiab.jr.,  b.  Jan.  17,  1746;  in.  July  9, 
1772,  Hannah  Varnuio. 

Jeremiah,  b.  March  3,  1748;  d.  Nov.  26, 
1753. 

John,  b.  Oct.  14, 1750. 

Jonathan,  b.  May  17, 1762;  d.  Dec.  9,  1764. 

Josiah,  jr.,  b.  Feb.  19,1773. 

James  Varnum,  b.  Dec.  27,  1774;  m.  March 
17, 1798,  Susannah  Richardson.  She  died  Feb. 
1,  1851. 

John,  b.  March  15,  1777. 

Jonathan,  b.  March  4,  1781;  m.  Nov.  15, 
1804,  Elizabeth  Wimble  Ansart;  d.  Oct.  28, 
1819. 

§  James  Varnum,  jr.,  b.  Aug.  31,  1798;  in. 
April  23,1826,  Lucy  French;  d.  Aug.  29, 
1S26. 

John  Tremper,  b.  July  19, 1801. 

JJames  Madison,  b.  March  17,  1804;  m. 
March  20,  1829,  Mary  Harris,  died  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 

Josiah,  b.  Dec.  31. 1806;  d.  Jan.  9, 1827. 

John  Richardson  Cole,  b.  March  1,  1825; 
d.  April  10, 1826. 

James  Madison,  b.  Oct.  9, 1837. 

Kezia,  b.  May  1,  1752;  m.  Dec.  14,  1782, 
James  Lapheuder. 

Levi,  b.  Oct.  13,  1726;  m.  Dec.  13, 1746, 
Mary  Clemens. 

Lewis  Ansart,  b.  Dec.  13, 1806.    First  wife 


was  Regina  Gilbert  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Sec* 
ond  wife  was  Rhoda  Bradley.  He  died  in 
Cbico,  California. 

Laura  Wright,  b.  Sept.  6, 1826;  m.  July  23, 
1863,  George  Howard  Pearson;  d.  Jan.  5, 
1891. 

Laura  Roxena,  b.  Mar.  27, 1863. 

Lydia,  b.  April  16, 1786;  m.  Nov.  10,  1803, 
Samuel  hildretb. 

iLydia  Fidelia,  b.  Oct.  5, 1808;  m.  Nov.  30, 
1826,  Dr.  Bradley  Parker.  She  died  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

./Lucy,  m.  Sept.  11,  1827,  Wiseman  Wal- 
lace. 

Mercy,  b.  Jan.  27, 1715;  d.  Dec.  10, 1729. 

J>  ercy,  b.  May  27,  1732;  m.  July  25,  1754, 
Jonathan  Coburu. 

Mercy,  m.  April 23,  1785,  Epbraim  Jones. 

Micah,  b.  March  10, 1742 ;  d.  March  14, 1744. 

6Miriam,  b.  March  7, 1743;  m.  1767,  Joseph 
Richardson. 

Micah,  b.  May  4,  1749;  m.  July  1, 1775, 
Sibyl  Coburn ;  d.  Sept.  15, 1826. 

Marget,  b.  Oct.  6,  1750;  m.  Dec.  22,  1772, 
Isaac  Bradley;  d.  Aug.  10, 1785. 

Marey,  b.  Jan.  5, 1760. 

Olive,  b.  Jan.  29,  1748. 

Obadiah  Richardson,  b.  June  19,  1809; 
drowned  1826. 

Paul.  b.  Oct.  5, 1746;  d.  at  Lewiston,  Me. 

Prudence,  b.  Nov.  6, 1753;  m.  Col.  James 
Varnum;  d.  Oct.  18, 1775. 

Parker,  b.  Dec.  1806. 

\\Sergeant  Bicharti  Hildreth,  b.  1605;  m. 
1643,  Sarah;  d.  Feb.  23,  1693. 

♦Robert,  b.  May  18, 1713;  m.  Nov.  15, 1752, 
Sarah  Abbot. 

Robert,  b.  March  7, 1739:  d.  Aug.  17,  1741. 

Robert,  jr.,  b.  Feb.  23, 1740. 

*Rebecca,  b.  Jan.  22,  1741;  m.  Nov.  28, 
1771,  William  Baley. 

^Eowena  Hildreth,  Sept.  21,  1814;  m. 
May  2, 1S33,  Henry  Reade. 

URowena,  b.  March  6,  1854;  m.  May  20, 
18S0,  Charles  Dana  Palmer. 

ARoxena  M.,  m.  Feb.  10,  1864,  Alvin  W. 
Bell. 

Sarah,  b.  Aug.  31, 1735:  m.  Nov.  16,  1754, 
Simeon  Wood. 

Simeon,  b.  Nov.  7, 1736;  d.  Nov.  29, 1736. 

||Sally,  b.  Nov.  29, 1794;  m.  John  Pierce. 

Susanna,  b.  Dec.  5, 1748. 

Susanna,  b.  Sept.  30,  1764;  m.  Nov.  23, 
1785,  Win.  Richardson. 
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Samuel,  b.  April  30,  1781 ;  m.  Nov.  10, 1803, 
Lydia  Hildretb ;  d.  Aug.  18, 1S30. 

||Susannab,b.  Oct.  11,  17S3:  m.  Dec.  29, 
1S03,  Moses  Fletcher. 

Susannah,  b.  Feb.  10, 17S9;  she  never  mar- 
ried. 

Susannah,  b.  March  17, 1S05. 

USarah  Jones,  b.  Aug.  17, 1816;  m.  May  16. 
1844,  Gen.  Benj.  F.  Butler;  d.  April  8, 
1876. 

ASamuel.jr.,  b.  Feb.  18,  1S19;  m.  March 
30, 1849,  Rowena  E.  Wood.  Both  died  in 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Sarah  Coburn,b.  March  29,  1819. 

1fSusan,b.  Nov.  24,  1S19;  m.  Aug.  21, 
1850,  Wm.  Prentiss  Webster;  d.  April  12, 
1874. 

Sarah  M.,  m.  Aug.  2,  1829,  Andrew 
Dodge. 

Thomas,  b.  Aug.  5,  1721 ;  m.  Dec.  13,  1746, 
Hannah  Colburn  3rd;  d.  Dec.  4,  1755. 

Thomas  Jefferson,  b.  Sept.  7,  1800;  never 
married ;  d.  Feb.  15.  1S20. 

Thankful  (of  Dunstable),  m.  July  25,  1778, 
Josiah  Crossberry. 

Sopbia  lmogene,  b.  Dec.  27,1850. 

Ursula. 

William,  b.  Aug.  30, 1723:  m.  Nov.  7,  1747. 
Tabitha  Coburn.  She  died  Feb.  9, 1788. 

jWilliam,  jr.,  b.  Nov.  16,  1757;  m.  Dec.  16, 
1786,  Susannah  Bodwell.  She  died  Sept.  20, 
1798.  His  second  wife,  Alice,  died,  Dracut, 
Match  6, 1803. 

William,  jr.,  b.  Nov.  16,  1757;  m.  March 
29,  1809,  Mary  Shephard.  He  died.  Concord, 
Mass.,  Sept.  5,  1813,  and  was  buried  in  Dra- 
cut. 

William,  3rd,  b.  July  3,  1787.  Never  mar- 
ried. 

Zachariah,  b.  Sept.  26,  1718;  d.  Jan.  10. 
1745. 

Zachariah,  b.  Dec.  5, 1747. 


CHILDREN  OF  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HILDRETH 
AND  SUSANNA  ( BODWELL),  HIS  WIFE. 

She  died,  Dracut,  Mass.,  Sept.  20, 1793. 

Authority,  Dracut  town  records. 

Page  347,  Vol.  III..  William,  b.  Tuesday, 
July  3,  1787,  Dracut,  Mass.;  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  college.    Died  unmarried. 

Page  347,  Vol.  III.,  Susanna,  b.  Tuesday, 
Feb.  10,  17S9,  Dracut,  Mass.  Died  at  an  ad- 
vauced  age,  unmarried,  at  Plaquemine,  La. 

Page  355,  Vol.  III.,  Harriet,  b.  Saturday, 
Sept.  4, 1790,  Dracut,  Mass.;  m.  Dec.  3,  1814, 
Frederick  H.  Davis,  of  Lunenburg,  Mass., 
and  of  Plaquemine,  near  New  Orleans,  La. 
Mr.  Davis  died  at  Plaquemine  about  forty 
years  ago.  His  wife,  Harriet,  also  died 
there.  They  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Rowena 
Hildretb  Reade,  No.  417  Lakeview  avenue, 
Lowell,  was  a  pupil  of  Miss  Susannah  Hil- 
dreth's,  seventy  years  ago,  when  the  latter 
taught  school  in  Gen.  William  Hildretb's 
house,  Dracut.  She  states  that  Susannah 
died,  unmarried,  whilst  at  her  sister's  home, 
near  New  Orleans,  La. 

Page  355,  Vol.  III.,  Frederick  Augustus, 
b.  Thursday,  Nov.  3, 1791,  Dracut,  Mas?.; 
died  unmarried,  after  the  war  of  1812. 

CHILDREN  OF  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HIL- 
DRETH AND  ALICE,  HIS  SECOND  WIFE. 

She  died,  aged  35,  Dracut,  March  6, 1803. 

Page  346,  Vol.  IV.,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
b.  Sept.  7. 1800,  Dracut.  Page  347,  Vol.  IV., 
notes  his  death,  Dracut,  Feb.  15,  1820.  Un- 
married. 

Page  346,  Vol.  IV.,  Adeline,  b.  April  26, 
1802,  Dracut.  Her  death  Aug.  24,  1802,  is 
recorded  on  page  347,  Vol.  IV. 


P.  S.  The  photographs  from  which  the 
drawings  were  made  lor  the  cuts  iu  this  pam- 
phlet  were  made  by  Dr.  Moses  Greeley  Par- 
ker of  Lowell,  Mass. 
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